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Marmet, W. Va. �-- U.S. Representative Nick Raha11 (D-4th), said

today that he is carrying out the p1edges he made to the peop1e of his
Congressiona1 District concerning b1ack 1ung 1egis1ation, in action he

has taken during his first fu11 week in Congress.

In a meeting with the west Virginia B1ack Lung Association, the

Regiona1 B1ack Lung Association and other a11ied groups concerned with
b1ack 1ung at the Marmet Community Center, Raha11 announced that he wi11
introduce a reso1ution in Congress, to provide for additiona1 hearing officers

in the reviewing and processing of b1ack 1ung c1aims.

"The Labor Department&#39;s process for reviewing b1ack 1ung c1aims is

gross1y inefficient," Congressman Raha11 stated.� "From June, 1973 to
December, 1976, on1y 3,800 b1ack 1ung c1aims were approved out of the
104,000 submitted to the Department. At the present time, Labor Department

figures show that, 51,200 b1ack 1ung c1aims have not yet been reviewed.�
Congressman Raha11 said, "The on1y way I see to speed up the pro-

cessing of c1aims and to obtain more positive resu1ts for the miners
of west Virginia, is for the Labor Department to bring in additiona1
qua1ified individua1s to hear and determine the unreso1ved cases. I
be1ieve my reso1ution wi11 do just that,P

Raha11&#39;s reso1ution wi11 be referred to the House Committee on

Education and Labor. The Beck1ey Democrat is confident the measure

wi11 receive quick action.

Congressman Raha11 a1so announced his co�sponsorship of the Simon-

Perkins B1ack Lung bi11, HR 1532, after discussing the measure with

both Congressman Pau1 Simon (D-111.), and Congressman Car1 Perkins (D-Ky.).

The measure, entit1ed the "B1ack Lung Reform Act of 1977�, wi11

make a number of technica1 changes in the present 1aw, the Coa1 Mine

Hea1th and Safety Act of 1969.

The 94th Congress considered simi1ar amendments to the 1969 1aw,

but the Senate fai1ed to pass a House approved measure?


