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Washington D.C. --- West Virginia's Fourth District Congressman Nick J.
Rahall, has blasted the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, for what he calls,
"a dirty public media blitz against the expanded use of coal."

Congressman Rahall, in a Tetter to E.P.A. chief, Douglas Costle, took
issue with a $40,000 anti-coal theatrical show, sponsored by E.P.A., which played
during August to communities along the Ohio River.

(An August 19, New York Times article concerning the show is below.)

"How can we as a nation ever hope to achieve energy independence when one of

the major Federal agencies concerned with energy policy is under-cutting the use

of our most abundant energy resource, coal," Rahall charged.

"Congress and the American people deserve an explanation into E.P.A.'s
support and allocation of $40,000 to carry out this behind-the-back stab at coal,"

Rahall said. "I would think E.P.A. could certainly come up with a more constructive

program to spend this money on."
In conclusion, Rahall observed, "If I didn't know better, I would swear that

OPEC was behind this whole thing. This just proves E.P.A.'s bias against coal."
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£ .P.A. Show, on the Ohio, Floats. Warnings
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As President Caner and iy staff
sigamed €awn the Miseitiino: cam.
palpmng for the Astemintoir aien's
_COrrpyY oo Lram, another Federal

" troupe wended jts way cdown the Ohio

WASHINGTON

with 8 far rmore caviiona T -
about n-nr:;;yt:-u-'e:n;.,-na-nLq‘r TSRS
“Livel On the River” s a cheery
darcy, hand<lapoing show that, on'a
Feceral shoestnng, has been offennp
songs and dialegue in three duzen Qhlo
River towms, from Pennsylvania 1o
Kenlucky and Ihirois. The show
presenis a far rmore ambivalent mes.
Sage abouttheop g

Ohig, West Virplnia, Kentucky und 14l;-
nyis —has the E.P.A. frankly worded.

“Here's Jay Rockelfeller, sayinp that
wu have cutuph conl Inthis ureo fur U
whole country, end that all we have to
do is dig It,” sald Froank Cosrado, the
public affairs efficer fur the Environ.
mental Protecton Apency’s Chicage
ollice, referring 10 Gov. John D, Rocke-

feller 4th of West Virgiola, It was Mr. .

Corrado who concelved the Ides of the
musical iroupe,

“They're calling the Ohlu River Val.
lcy the Golden Triwngle for enc rry.” he

*But the E.P.A. makes thern laten,
**Alr and waler pollution, strip lnlr!lng, -
cheralcal wastes, you can'f cover them
over with “hopnv-time  televisics*™
pleadstheglr], - - ?

The dialogue and songs :rr.:d‘nlo»_'n
Ine of neuirality between the cholces of
convenicrnces agalnst enviroament, of
Jobs apalnst enviroament, of low casts
ngalnst envirocament, untll the ahow.
stopplapn nurnber that spclls tall out, Iy -
comes down Lo *'bugs In tho bathiub, o
chemlcals In your aink.* asd *'a clcan
and peaceful countryzide, - ar &°pay.

;iw.:i ‘ PR suid, “'but_codl-burning §s cne of the hock every wee™
5 -I. - dirtiest forms of encrpy thers as. We *“The Intent was 1o como up with g
The H0.000 =hy-string, which has want 1o € f<ople think sbout (=a 2£70 sum,”™, Rotert Robbins, producer

_ustalred e Cast ol fyve plus & pisno-
player, cumne frum the I'nvironimental
Frotection  Apency.) The  Fioerar—

“prncy had been walching nervously

as erlues fur eheap und ataundunt Cnurgy
seemed 10 overpawer the volces of envi-
ronmentalists who warned that the
‘orms of encrgy avaslable In this coun-
ry today, chiclly coal and nuclear
sower, carnied hugh envirvrunental
nielags, =

In the Ohio River:Vallcy, winding
rom Pittsburgh to Caire, 11, the name
of the enerfy Lame Is coal. The greatly
increased use of coal that President
Caner has called for — let alone the vi-
sions of niches from local coa) that
cance in the heads of paliticians in the
=oal-mlung stales of Pennsylvania,

choicestrat are involved ** )
" Ovel"Cocs just (hal, witha cast ¢
characters cornplele with an chraxlious
New York lelavistion producor -—a litle
pandering 1o Muddly Westomn preju-
dices — » preity girl, a hiddleplaying
Stephen Foster und two Mark Twalns,
one presenisd as Lke genulne article,
theotherasa fake, . .

Foster and the real Twaln, figures
fromn America’s Micdls Western river
past, camne hack from the grave whes
they hear the sugar<oated clapirap’
about the O%lo River that the New Yot *

producer is puttiog o3 flm &3 the as- -

sumption that, os he puts It, pooplo are
tired of the bad news: They warnt o
hear sormething good for a change. No
one wants takearaboul tinpg polluties
2nd Indusiyy. .

"

of the show, zald afler Lday's perform.
ence at the vencratle Howard Stezm.
boat Muscumn kese on the banks ol the
Ohlo Just across from Loulaville, Ky
“I%s nenacvocacy. Thoe 1dea Is 1o ggi
r<eple thinking etoutthe quallty of life"
12 jhe whole n¥erreansicag of Just
Wrirewn hittle place,™. -
The Federal sgency’s vesture Into
potiical thester, however tubdyed
.

was mmpmbynnu::-mﬂdr_-.!rem .

resch “'the press rools™ with is mes.
sage of cholees In energy matters, My
Robbins pald. "Youcan'i do it lusl.wlu;
public hearings,* ke wa1d, “They only
draw the z;eclaldsteresy Lrouzs noy.
way.** = .

The trouye will erd lis tour, tlier fuy
£3:h ghow 1a about M cltles, In Evang
ville, Ird., oa Aug. 25 It has beea per.
Tormaing s!=to tho middle of July,
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