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== Nick Rahall

WEST VIRGINIA-4th DISTRICT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: MIKE SERPE
JANUARY 28, 1481 202-225-3452

WASHINGTON D.C, --- WEST VIRGINIA'S FQURTH DISTRICT
CONGRESSMAN NiCK J. RAHALL, HAS INTRODUCED HR 1271, A BILL TO
PROVIDE ASSISTANCE FOR ENERGY TMPACTED HIGHWAY AND RAIL TRANS-
PORTATION (COAL HAUL ROADS). A COPY OF THE BILL IS ATTACHED.

CONGRESSMAN RAMALL EXPLAINED, "THIS LEGISLATION WILL
PROVIDE $1.5 BILLION TO HELP STATES IN THE UP-GRADING AND CON-
STRUCTION OF HIGHWAYS AND RATLROADS CROSSINGS THAT WilLL BE NEEDED
IN THE MOVING OF COAL AND OTHER ENERGY RESOURCES."

"THE NEED FOR THIS LEGISLATION IS GREATER NOW, THAN IT
EVER HAS BEEN,"™ RAHALL STRESSED. "REPORTS SHOW THAT THE KEY
TC GREATER CCAL PRODUCTION, USE AND EXPORTATION, 1S A SYSTEM TO
TRANSPORT COAL SAFELY AND EFFICIENTLY," THE CONGRESSMAN ADDED.
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REPORT FROM THE IMNTERAGENCY TASK FORCE ON COAL EXPORT
SAID, "WITHOUT MAJOR EXPENDITURES TO REHABILITATE APPALACHIA'S
COAL HAUL ROADS, 17T WILL BE DIFFICULT FOR SMALL PRODUCERS, WHO
DEFPEND ON TRUCK TRANSPORT, 7O BENEFIT FROM THE GROWING CCOAL EX-~
PORT MARKET.!

LEGISLATION SIMILAR TO THAT WHICH CONGRESSMAN RAHALL HAS
INTRODUCED, WAS PASSED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES LAST YEAR,
BUT FINAL APPROVAL DID NOT COME FROM THE SENATE BEFORE. THE END
OF THE G96TH CONGRESS,

"WITH ONE QUARTER OF THE WORLD'S COAL RESERVES LOCATED IN
THE UNITED STATES, AND WITH A CUARTER MILLION MINERS LABORING IN
SOME 6,000 MINES SCATTERED OVER 28 STATES, COAL IS THE BRIDGE

TO THE FUTURE,Y NGRESSMAN RAHALL OBSERVED.
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AS A RESULT OF RAHALL'S LEGISLATION, THE STATE OF WEST
VIRGINIA COULD RECEIVE AS MUCH AS 336 MILLION "IN THE FIRST

&

YEAR OF THE PROGRAM, AND AS MUCH AS 556 MILLION IN THE FOURTH
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. IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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My, Rahall s introduced the following bill; which was referred

to the Committecon S S—

(Insart title of Bill bere)

To.amend title.23, United States Code, to prov1de assistance. for
energy impacted rail and highway transportation.

i Be it enacted By the Senete and Houze of Representaiives of the United

2 States of America in Congress assembled, That {a) chapter 1 of

3 titie 23, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end thereof

4 the following new section:

5 §i§7.hﬁgéfgy impéﬁted rail and highway transportatic
6 "“(a) Tne Secretary 1s authorized to make granis to reconstruct,
7 resurface, restore, and rehabilitate nontoll public roads which
are in;urring a substantizl use as a result of transpertation actéyéties

T

9 1o meet national energy requirements and will continue to incur such

10 use. In the case of any road with respect to which Federal f1ﬂancia,
11 assistance *5 provided under this subsection, the geometric and

s

canstructxon standarcs estabiished under SuCt‘Qf 109 of this title

et

for the Feéﬂral—a1d secondary sysiem, e;cept those stardards wh1ch -
the Secreyary deterﬁTnEa aré not apprapr;ate shall appiy @ the
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reconstru:;?én PESH a:ﬁng, reatorat1an or renab1}i*atien of

such road,
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(b} The Secretary is authorized toc make grants for transpertation

el

projects which will alieviate the environmental, socizl, and ibc

economic impact of substantial or increased train traffic to meet
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national energy reguirements in communities Jocated aleng rail corridors
10 incurring such traffic. " ‘ Such prcdec may include, but are not limited

11 » low-cost S?:t&ﬁs managnment meihuds grade crossing separation, and
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o 1iae ead vighway relocation. A prugect for elimination of

a railroad crossing by reiocation of a rail line may receive financial

‘assistance under this sect1on on]y 1f the Secretary determ1nes that the

cost of such project (1) is 1ess than the cost of relocat1on of the
highway, and (2) is 1ess than the cost of grade separat1on between'the
highway and the ra11road In the case of any transportat1on proJect
other than a low-cost systems management improvement f1nancia1 assistance
may only be provided under this subsection if the Secretary is satISfied
that 1ow-cost systems management 1mprovements were cons1dered before
consideration of such project and other_more cost]y 1mprovements. Any
State may, without regard to the.preceding sentence, use up‘to 50 per
centum of that port1on of the™ sums approprlated to such State for any
fiscal year under this section which port1on 15 attrlbutable to
railroad needs in such State, for the construction of grade separations
between railroars and highways. | | i 3 |
"(c) The Federal share of the cost of any project under this
section shall be 80 per centum. For purposes of determining the
'raiTroad's:share if any, of the cost of a project under this sectton_
which would be otherwise eligible for assistance under section 130 of
title 23, Un}ted States Code, or under section 203 of the Highway Safety
hct of 1973, subsections (b) and (c) of section 130 of tit]e.23,'United
States, shafi ‘apply to such project
“(d) The provisaons of th1s chapter, other than those prov1s1ons
wh1ch the Secretary determines are inconsistent w1th the sect1on, i
sha]] app]y to proaects under this section." : l : L_.
. "(e) Takwng into account both ra11road and h1ghway needs, the ;
Secretary sha11 estab11sh by regu1atxon, a formula for apportionment ;
5of funds author1zed to be appropriated under this sect1on among the |
States, No Stat' sha]], in any fiscal year, receive less than one-ha1f

’of 1 per centum or. more than 12 per centum of the tota? apport}onment ;
made under this subsect1on for such fiscal year. . f ; ¥
n(f) There is author1zed_to be appropriated to carry out thio '_
section nothto exceed $300:b00 060 for the fiscal year ending Septemberl
30, 1982, $350 000 000 for the f1sca1 year end1ng September 30, 1983,

$400 000 000 for the fisca] Yyear end1ng September 30 1894, and

$450 000 000 for the f1sca1 year end1ng September 30 1985 ‘ .
(b) The ana]ys1s of chapter 1 of title 23 United State Code

is amended by adding at the end thereof

" 157. Energy impacted rail and highway transportation.”



