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WASHINGTON D.C. ---- WEST VIRGINIA"S FOOR&#39;f�ii OISTRICT CONGRESSMAN NICK J.
TRAHALL, WILL ATTEND THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON COAL AND ENERGY POLICY THIS
FRIDAY. MARCH 14. �

CONGRESSMAN RAHALL, CHAIRMAN OF THE CONGRESSIONAL� COAL GROUP, WILL JOIN
TOP GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, COAL COMMISSION MEMBERS, UNITED �§�+iIHE WORKERS REPRE-.
SENTATIVES, AND COAL INDUSTRY OFFICIALS FOR THE DAY&#39;S ACTIVITES, WHICH BEGIN

AT 10:30AM. 
     
     PRESIDENT CARTER WILL ADDRESS THE GROUP AT NOON.

"I BELIEVE THIS CONFERENCE FUTHER SOLIDIFIES THE AO§¥lIiilISTRATION&#39;S COM-
MITMENT TO COAL." RAHALL OBSERVED.

"THE PRESSURE BROUGHT UPON THE WHITE HOUSE.  THE ~COi�\H3RES3IONAL COAL
GROUP, THE SENATE COAL CAUCUS, THE U.M.W.A., AND THE INDUSTRY ITSELF, I BELIEVE
HAS FINALLY PAID OFF." CONGRESSMAN RAHALL SAID. ...

REFERRING TO A WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL (shown beloiil, Rdhall   response on
reverse side), CONGRESSWN RAHALL STATED, "THERE IS STILL A LONG ROAD AHEAD.
THE COAL CONVERSION BILL WILL NOT BECOME LAW TOMORROW. MANY MINERS WILL NOT
RETURN TO WORK TOMORROW. BUT WE ARE AT A POINT NOW, WHERE WE CAN SEE A LIGHT
AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL. COAL IS INDEED MOVING i�OR%lARO."

NOTE*********The below editorial appeared in the March TD issue of the POST.
A reply sent by Congressman Rahall, and other members of the
Coal Group appears on the everse side.ii*****
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A lfoneyfor Cal
P Rss1DEN�rcaltTsn&#39;s coal program promises to Athosé standards. In any case. theylclciver only local

.  iw;-i. " ,3

_ V spend far too much money withfar too lime re.� pollution. Present law does not address thephenomeé -.
gard for air pollution and its threat to public health. &#39;non of acid rain--the cycle that begins with the burns &#39;
The_&#39;president wants to speed up, the electric ut:ilities"" 5118 05.13331 and 93515 With 3318 Cbllelill�n Of Slllfllrlcl" &#39;

� shift from fuel oil and gas to  The lever is to  afgld in lakes and streams fat.� 3\fV3Y-"-All Of �theS8&#39;h3Z-F
$10 billion in coal.conversion subsidies to the utilities �ards  likely to be aggravated by another Carter
over the next 10 years.�    � &#39; g &#39;

�For
_  _. . _ _ W �billnowiutiie final stages of passageit would estab- -

0 billion,� the ublicis entitled to much more lish an Energy Mobilization Board with power to �
careful protection 0 -t e »environme_n_t. The adminis- .- .WaiV9- c:::rfaiirénvirionmental rules for projects like &#39;
tration�s goal�i�-to reduce oil imports--is an important Power-Plant conversions. &#39; _ . -
one. But, unh&#39;appily,&#39;the administration has allowed  Orderly and P11149111 reglllall�� Would instead de-
the coal and utility� industries to persuade it to do Clalfe that 3 Se�erating plant, after being converted
nothing about the health� hazards �implicit in this ris- . 10 C0al. Cmlld emit 110 11101? Sulfur 01&#39; Particulate P°l*

~ - ing volume of coal srrmker - , _ . _ - lution than it did when it burned oil. That standard is
_ 9-This pl-@0531 fo][ow5�by eight mgmhs, Mr, cane;-*5 not unusually difficult as a matter of technology, nor.
energy speech in which he said he would seek legisla- W0l1ld it be 11I1FeaS°I13l3lY ¬XP¬l15lV8~ If M13 Carter is

_ tion to cut utilities� use of oil. Just under half of this 80313 10 Put 01-It bllli�ns Of dollars as bait for conver-
country&#39;s electricity is already generated by coal. The 810E. he might �Sal 11llY make it conditional on decent
other four sources-7-oil, gas, nuclear power and water P¬1�f°Fm3IlC9 in P°lll1ll°11 abatement &#39;
power--supply the rest in roughly equal proportions. The utilities, after all, already have one powerful A

1 The utilities currently use about one of every 12 bar. incentive to convert: the price of oil is almost three
rels of oil consumed in this country. It&#39;s a substantial times the price of 6031- Why déthey not convert� im-
amount, and Mr. Carter says his plan can reduce oil m�dlately? 3833356 man)� cannot raise the capital,
imports by a million barrels a day by 1990, That�; and most can pass the high cost of oil on to their cus-
worth doing. But it is not necessary to degrade the air t0m¬I�S- But Al�e Sllb�ldliis 1119311 that t3XP3Y¬1&#39;S are
quality throughout the northeastern United States to £0318 �MP3? I01� uilllil� lII1P1"°V¬II18.I1t-9 that will Save

. -accomplish it. &#39; . . both the utility companies and consumers a great
. The administration says, plaintiyely, that it does �deal Of m0I1¬Y- P¬1�ll3P5ltl3 W0I�ll1 Saying 01108 again
_ not intend to relax any or the existing air standards. that the best way ta control these costs. as well asair

&#39; That�s true, but in many parts of the country pollu-. pollution, is to hold down the rate at which Ameri-
tion can increase substantially without exceeding 0835 115% ¬l¬ClrlCltY- ., 4
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ENERGY AND ENVERONMENT

Edima:

glashirgton Post
71150   15th Street, N. W.
Waxshinqton, D. C. % 20071

Dear Sig�:

We  like ta take this op1.:zor-tzmity to omrmmt on
editorial, "Money far Goal---and Dirty Air,� which appearati on Mcmday,
March 10, and address certain aspects of this issue that were not men--
tioned. &#39; " : » A

. As Representatives Eran majcr coal  and coal
ragions of the , and as  of the Gongressicnal Coal Group,
we are dianayai at your portrayal czaf coal as the filthy fuel source it
 d�years ago.  ,

Havexi� t yam; �heard? Good old   is at work.

At the p2:esent.t.ime, mtzwdarn tt.::&#39;J1r1c>1<39&#39;::� 3.s� advandgg new methads Vf
for   utilization of  in a clean andefficimt
vsashizng, wet ax-xi dry scrubbers, pumcipitators, and 1a

"flt�dizad  process  developed at Georgetacawrx University,
will enable indusmrial and utility users of cxaal to  sulphur
emissions and  current E. F. A. swxdaras.

Inshort, treemriromuentcanbeprotectedxduileatthesanetine
are reduce   on feraign ail.

gmzr  also did not discuss the inadequacies
of the Fuel Use Act at 1978. Since this law was enacted, only one %
utility plant converted to  others  any of the 19 acatzptions
to  oorzversion. What was thought to be a solution turned out to
be a. toothless master.

�me  cf gaassive  an the  crisis havelong since
The Adnjaxistratiows new program is greatly  % It is

 �~*:needad to reduce our use of oil, it is needed to fight inflation, and it
- -�is-�rxeedaito put many of the almost 20,000 xmexployed miners back to vmk.

L %  President&#39;s plan will provide $10 billion for incentives %
to.oonvert. It will also paoovide $400 million to reduce e:missions at
p�c:Mrérpl.an{:;s presently �using coal. It is a. plan that will have 130 133
refined, but most of all, it is a plan that can achieve its goal.

~ ; . Since tha 1973 Arab oil arbargo,  muntxy has been
, � fca: Vsoluticms ma <::z:i�s_3.s    simple ,  J A  V.

 It has enabled us�bo"ho1d"  ¢   a  5*
canonlygosofar.  mlutimt-caan

Coal is  sane,» as it was in  1930&#39;s and &#39;40&#39;$. It is
a modem energy source, with madern  and modern mining com-
mepts; (bail is the key to our  future. Let&#39;s not mi8P1a¢9 the
key that can unlock the door


