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Good morning.

with the beginning of a new year and new decade, we now look ahead to the
hopes and challenges of the coming year, and that is what I would like to do this
morning.

In the future I expect, the l970�s will be looked back upon as the time
when Americans developed an awareness about energy. And as the decade ended with
the crisis in Iran, we certainly came to realize how important it is for the
United States to become energy self�sufficient.

However. even while energy was moving to the national forefront, an old
enemy, inflation, was again lurking to drain the pocketbook of every American,
especially our older citizens, whom living on fixed incomes were the hardest hit
by the rising cost�of�living.

with escalating costs for gasoline, electricity and other forms of energy
worsening the inflation rate, there is no doubt that inflation and energy rank,
lA and lB as priorities for the 80�s.

in l979, alone, energy costs doubled, theefore making it the single largest
contributor to inflation. OPEC�s price increases cost every man, woman and child
in the United States $l33 each, and for a family of four, that meant $532 more
was spent on goods as a direct result of our dependence on foreign oil.

I am confident, the programs aimed at reducing our addiction to imported
energy will go a long way to stifle inflation, protect the national security,
and of direct benefit to west Virginia, put many of the lD,O00 unemployed miners
back to work.

The energy initiatives already begun by Congress last session, like the
Energy Mobilization Board (S. l308), the Synthetic Fuels proposal (S. 932), the
windfall Profits Tax (HR. 39l9), plus new legislation for the greater utilization
of coal through utility plant conversion, are all major cogs in a National Energy
Policy.

The final approval of these measures are top priorities of mine, as well
as for my colleagues on the Congressional Coal Group which I chair.

Also on my personal work~list for this year, will be: a major push for the
passage of the bill to provide long~term flood protection for the Tug Fork Valley
(HR. 4788). As a matter of fact, this measure will be taken up by the full House
on our first day back in session, next Tuesday. _

-Legislation to change automobile bumper standards which in turn may save
jobs for the employees of Houdille Industries here in Huntington, is on tap for
final consideration (S. llS9).

«The passage of a bill I have co~sponsored, to provide a twice a year cost-
of~living increase for Social Security recipients, which is desperately needed in ~~~
these inflationary times (HR. 2l39).

-And legislation, which I have sponsored, to clear up administrative problems
within the Black Lung program, specifically in regards to the off�set of disability
payents (HR. 5038). The bill will face committee action early this year.

Of course these are only a few of the many challenges that will ge faced in
the coming year. But regardless of the number of issues or their complexity, I
pledge my commitment to work for and represent the people of the Fourth District,
the State of west Virginia, and nation to the best of my ability.
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