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Chairman Bevill and members of the Subcommittee on Energy and Water Resources

I appreciate being given the opportunity to discuss with you an issue of great con-

cern to me and 33,000 taxpaying Americans; flood control for the �lug Valley Region

which enccrrpasses parts of West Virginia, Kentucky, and Virginia. My purpose today

is to ask the Stibcannitteeffo earmark funds for this project in FY 83.

Two years ago Congress authorized the Corps of Engineers to design and construct

f1ood contmlmeasures neoessarytoprotectthe&#39;mgva11eyareawhichisproneto

periodic flooding. Since 1954 theregionhasbeenfioodedonthe average ofonce

every 1.3 years. One such. flood  .1977 damaged 5,000 hcxnes, totally destroying

600 of them and has cost approximately $300 millicm in repairs. A

Now the Administration, in flagrant disregard of the property  lives of the
peopieofthe-1-ugvauey, hasorderedahalttoallflcodcontrol oonstructionon
&#39;I�ug Fork, alleging the project is not feasible and that residents wouid find the
floodwalls and relocations tmacoeptable. �Based on? these erroneous concepts, the
Administration is not asking Congress to fund this nost urgently needed  Control
project in FY 83.

Ibdaylrespectfullyrequest�eaibcannitteetomclt�e�n�hgfor�igfb�cm
the Fr 33 Civil Works Appropriation Bill. I obtained the following figures from the
Oorpsofmngineersastowhat leve1offundingtheywi11needinFY83toseethat

constructiononthis project remains onschedule. Theamourrtneeded is $16.4 million
whichtheccrpswouldspendasfollows: T

34.7 million for West I;Ji�1liarrson,.WV to initiate construction of a pump station.
ii $5.0 million for Pineville, KY to   constructicn.

$2.4 million to continue detailed planning at Welch, WV, Harlan, KY, Haysi, KY, -
and other cannunities.   &#39; -

$3.0 million for Barbcurville, K! to initiate channel cit-off.

Nick Rahall



Most of the development that has occurred in the Tug Valley during recent years

hasbeenontheassunptionthatweinccngresswculdprovidethisareawithscmetype
of flood protection. Major coal companies are talking of large expansions, develcpers

are contemplating new office buildings and water and sewer grants have been made based

on the Corps flood protection plans. By authorizing flood control in 1981, we have

initiatedafeelingaromag�iesepeople�mattheycannavhringtofruitimx�iefull

economic potential of this area.

&#39;IheTugValley_shou1dberecognizedbya11Arrericansasavital asset.inthis

nation&#39;s efforts to beccme energy self-sufficient. It  8% to 10% of sane of

Withresourcessuchasthimtldonotfeel

the A�ninistration is exercising proper judgement by refusing to help this area solve

its most persistent problen, incessant flooding.

&#39;Ihe Administration says the project is not cost effective." When Congress authorized
floodprotectiontheoorpstoldusthatin 1980 dollars thecostwouldbe $284mi11ia1.
Now, after tprojectand theeffects of inflation, the Corps tells

us the project will cost $702 million by its carpleticn in the mi.d 1990&#39;s. However,
since 1957, $630,000,000 (1981 dollars) has beenspent to repair flood damages in the

�mg Valley Region. If the entire project could be ccxnpleted today, the cost wcnld go
down to $411,500,000; clearly well below the price tag to repair devastation caused

by floods since on 1957.

�Om1tmrytostata1entsrradeby�1eAdn�nistratim,�Ica1assureyw�mt�1e

residentsofthisareaaccepttheccrpspresentplanwithallofits flocchallsand

relocations. Fran a quick helicopter tour of the area it is difficult for the

Administration&#39;s representatives to understand the history of the area, it 8.

pctaitialasanenergysmrcma��iesumgsupport�xeresidautsgivem�w

Corps �ood protection plan.

I find it difficult to explain to these taxpayers why the Administration

supporrtsdefensespendingatarateof$361rti1]icnan1rJurandincreasedforeign

aid expenditures while turning its back on protecting the lives and ccmrunities

cfthoseinthe&#39;mgVa1ley. Thelsdministrationismakingplanstostopthemoney

but not thewater-

0nbehalfofaJlw1nliveintheTugVa1]eyarrit1nseAnericansvdmwill

benefitfrunitsresources, Iagainasktheaxbcarmitteetocorxtinueitssupport

of  flood control project and earmark the $16.4 million that is needed in FY 83.
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