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0 Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, the.
Subcommittee on Water Resources
has just completed a series of hearings
on issues relating to commercial navi-
gation on the Nation&#39;s deep and shal-
low draft waterways. After receiving
countless hours of testimony from
shippers, users, and consumers of com-
modities transported by water, it is
evident that the administration&#39;s cost
recovery proposals would have a dev-
astating impact on the price of dry-
bulk cargo. Under the administration&#39;s
proposals, there would be economic

&#39; �ight from regions dependent on wa-
terborne commerce. consumers would
witness drastic price increases for ev-
erything from electricity to steel prod- :
ucts and the ability of this Nation to
remain competitive on the world coal
market would be seriously threatened
due to 100 percent cost-recovery for
port improvements. -

The Reagan administration&#39;s user
charge proposals illuminate a the
inbalance between its foreign and na-
tional security policies and its energy
policy, if indeed it can be said this ad-
ministration has such �a policy. Energy
is a powerful diplomatic tool in today&#39;s
world, and a policy governing domestic
energy exports cannot be differentiat-
ed from this Nation&#39;s foreign policy.
Yet, while the administration proposes
to spend billions of dollars in defense
and foreign aid, it refuses to spend a
fraction of that amount to facilitate
increased coal exports to our Europe-&#39;
an allies by expediting port improve-
ments. The NATO nations are looking
to -this country to provide them a
measure of energy security through
coal. However, it has been made crys-
tal clear that unless U.S. ports are im-
proved, our coal will not be competi-
tive on the world market. This point
has been reiterated on numerous occa-
sions before various congressional
committees:

other coal exporting countries today have
or are going to have more and better deep-
water ports. This means increased competi-
tion for your coal industry. And we do not
see a better way to beat that competition
than to have similar terminal and port facil-
ities � �.� You need the French market, we
need the American coal industry. Please
build a better future.--William Daniels of
ATIC, French coal buying agency.

In the long-run, failure to make the neces-
88-YY decision on dredging the US. coal ports
Will be a great obstruction to the coal ex-
ports from this country.�-Representative of
Danish coal importing agencies, &#39;

As there seems to be a dangerous lack oi
&#39; awareness in many countries of how long it
will take to have new facilities ready for op-
eration, it is essential that the U.S. Govern-
ment will make decisions now.��Dr. Theo
Schut, Municipality of Rotterdam.

Mr. Speaker, we are now seeing what
can occur when the Europeans lose
faith in our ability to- provide them
with energysupplies. Western banks
are rushing to underwrite� the con-
struction ofthe Soviet Yamal natural

� gas pipeline which will transport natu-
ral gas from Siberia 3,600 miles to
West Germany where it will then be
piped to 10 Western European Na-
tions. Once in operation, the Soviet
pipeline will supply up to one-third of
the Europeans� energy needs. Five of
these countries are NATO members,
Mr. Speaker, and the possiblity of
energy blackmail by the U.S.S.R. will
become quite distinct. With the rev-
enues from the sale of this natural
gas, the Soviets will be able to contin-
ue with their rapid military buildup.
And Western banks, saddled with
large investments in the pipeline, will
not have acquired an asset, but will be
held hostage to the whims of the Rus-
sians. �

American coal is the best alternative
to this Soviet natural gas pipeline. So

� I again urge, let us dispense with rhet-
oric about making port users pay the
full cost of port improvements and

&#39; look at this issue within a world con-
text. Increased coal exports not only
help the Europeans with their energy
problems, but contribute toward a fa-
vorable balance of trade for this
Nation along with creating jobs in the
shipyards, steel, coal, and railroad in-
dustries. The opportunities offered by
coalexports are enormous, and the
ramifications of not taking advantage
of this opportunity is equally enor-
mous. For the sake of this N ation, and
world .security, we must formulate a
positive port and coal export po1icy.o


