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EMERGENCY FOOD ASSISTANCE
AND COMMODITY DISTRIBU-
TION ACT OF 1083

® Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise in strong support of H.R. 1590, the
Emergency Food Assistance and Com-
modity Distribution .Act of 1883. I
would like to commend the chairman
of -the .Subcommittee on Domestic
Marketing, Consumer Relations, and
Nutrition, Congressman 'PANETTA, for
presenting Congress with this most ur-
gently needed legislation.

In my State, where unemployment is
near 21 percent, there is an immediate
need for an effective surplus food pro-
gram, “one truly responsive to the
actual need facing many jobless
Americans today. one county I rep-
Tresent, McDowell, the documented un-
employment is near 40 percent. Just
the other week I personally visited a
hollow where 85 percent of the resi-
dents are without a job. —

Last week I was informed by the
West Virginia Department of Welfare
that USDA will reduce the May alloca-
tion for surplus cheese by approxi-
mately 70 percent. When my office
contacted USDA we were told they
had sold the program so well that
demand for surplus cheese and butter
now exceeds the department’s ability
to process the commodities. This de-
velopment places States in the posi-
tion of having to tell those who previ-
ously received surplus food that they
will have to wait longer for the next
shipment to arrive because their Gov-
ernment cannot process the food as
-quickly as it is needed. In March, West
Virginia requested 669,600 pounds of
surplus cheese. For April the amount
originally requested was 1,339,200
pounds which was reduced to 867,200
pounds by USDA. For the month of
May my BState requested 1,339,200
pounds and has just been told its allot-
ment will be reduced to 372,000
pounds—far, far less than the demand
in our State.

1 am pleased that your legislation is
directed at correcting this problem
and also would authorize the distribu-
tion of commodities other than cheese
and butter. I personsally feel it is a
crime for this Government to pur-
chase food commodities and store
them, while thousands of Americans
are going hungry. By providing funds
to States, & maximum of $65 million
per fiscal year, the chairman has dem-
onstrated his sensitivity to the prob-
lems facing our Stdtes during this re-
cession.

In closing 1 would like to say this
legislation will attempt to solve the
problems faced by our State with
regard to the distribution of surplus
commodities. I want to emphasize that
the logjam at this time appears to be
af{ the processing stage where I am
told by USDA officials their facilities
cannot handle the quantity of process-
ing as required by the States. I sup-
port this legislation which will make
more commodities available, provide
additional funds fer processing, and
help States distribute the food to the
needy.e



