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0 Mr. RAI-IALL. Mr. Speaker, today I �
am introducing the �Abandoned Mine
Reclamation Improvements Act�; leg-
islation which seeks to improve the en- �
vironment and create badly needed
jobs in the N ation�s coalfields.

Great levels of unemployment in the
coalfields are causing severe economic
disruption in regions dependent on the
coal industry. In Appalachia, over 35
percent of the United Mine Workers�
union membership are on the unem-
ployment rolls and this figure becomes
much higher when nonunion coal
miners are included.

There is a way to create some em-
ployment for these workers; employ-
ment in an area in which they already
possess the skills needed to undertake
the job. While. the coal industry is ex-
periencing �soft markets, idle coal
miners can �be put to work reclaiming
abandoned coal mine lands. If these
miners cannot be mining coal, they
can _at least be employed through rec-
lamation projects. �

The Surface Mining Control and-
Reclamation Act�of 1977 created �the

~abandoned ,miI�ie reclamation fund
which is supported by a reclamation
fee assessed on every ton of imined
coal. The objective of this fund is to
support programs aimed at reclaiming
orphaned coal mine lands.� However, in
spite of the fact that a vast inventory
of abandoned mine lands exist in.coal-
producing States a large uIiappropriat-
ed balance remains in the fund. By the
end of fiscal year 1982, $904.4 million
had been collected by the reclamation
fee and the unappropriated balance
was $315.5 million. The SMCRA desig-
nates 50 percent of the fund as the
State share, and as such, half of the
$904.4 million collected�$452.2 mil-
lion-�is for State reclamation pro-
grams. Of this amount, only $92.2 mil-
lion had been distributed to the States
with the State share unappropriated
balance being $360 million. The -fol-
lowing chart shows how the $92.2 mil-
lion was obligated: e �
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The $360 million  unappmpriated
State share reclamation funds� would
support 18,000 full-time Jobsein the
coalfields. Yet, it is expected the aban.
doned mine reclamation fund�s unap-
Dropriated -balance will continue to
grow. Eecause the majority of coal.
producing States now have federally
approved reclamation plans and due to
the inherent problems of the current
grants �system of distributing these
funds.� I am introducing the Aban-
doned Mme Iteclamation Improve-
ments Act which  provide for a
1110"? P-Xneditious distribution of State
Share funds. My bill will enable the
Secretary of the Interior to automati-
Cally Day to the States their share of
�the fund °11v3::Qu3?_t¬T1Y.nr at the elec-
tion of the State, an aniiu�a1 basis,
_This legislation retains Federal over-

S18ht"0n.th_e use of these funds and
makes provision for the proper use of

these funds by providing for an en.
forcement mechanism. �

In addition, my bill would allow in-
terest to accrue to the fund. At pres-
ent, the abandoned mine reclamation
fund--defined by SMCRA as a. trust!
fund-�is the only Federal trust fund in
which interest does not accrue. The ,
hazardous waste and toxic spill super-
fund, the highway trust fund, the air-
ports and airways trust fund, and the
inland waterways trust fund all allow
interest. These trust funds are sup-
ported. by. specific user fees or� taxes
not unlike the reclamation fee as-
sessed on every ton of mined coal
which supports the abandoned mine
reclamation fund.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation offers-
us the opportunity to not only provide


