FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: JERRY BURKOT
APRIL 7, 1987 202-225-3452

WEST VIRGINIA TO RECEIVE FUNDS FROM HANDS ACROSS AMERICA

WASHINGTON, DC - U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall announced today that the state

of West Virginia will receive m

America event.

U.nger an
"It would be a great oversight and a sign of ignorance for someone to
say that there is no homelessness problem in West Virginia," Rahall said.
"Unfortunately there is a problem and I have worked and supported measures
in Congress to help solve this great problem facing us. More than six
million people joined hands to demonstrate concern for the hungry and
homeless in our country and have helped create an unprecedented awareness

in communities all across the nation."
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HANDS ACROSS AMERICA ANNOUNCES GRANTS

On May 25, 1986, Americans like you
joined hands to demonstrate our shared concern
for the hungry and the homeless in our country.
The more than six million Americans who participated in
HANDS ACROSS AMERICA
have helped create an unprecedented awareness and momentum
on these issues in individual communities all across the country

We are pleased to advise you that a press conference
will be held April 8, 1987, in Charleston to announce that
$126,398 raised as a result of that public demonstration
will be distributed to groups working to end T
hunger and homelessness in West Virginia. %

Groups and individuals who deal with these issues
on an on-going basis have worked together in a collaborative,
coordinated approach to recommend how this money should be used.
As a result of their careful and deliberate work,
the money will be used in the most responsible -- quite often
innovative -- way, resulting in a long-term impact
on both the effects and the causes of hunger and homelessness.

May 25th was only a beginning,
and the distribution of $126,398 in West Virginia
is not the end.
All of us must continue to work together nationally and locally
until hunger and homelessness no longer exist.

HANDS ACROSS AMERICA ¢ 6151 W. CENTURY BLVD,, 12th FLOOR, LOS ANGELES, CA 90045 (213) 670-2700 TELEX #989259 (USA FOR AFRICA)
100 E. 85th ST, NEW YORK, NY. 10028 (212) 5704020 TELEX #9102402796 (USAFA MED NYK)
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USA for Africa, the parent founda<ion of
the WE ARE THE WORLD and HANDS ACROSS AMERI
projecte, raised SE2.5 million from its
inception on January 10, 1985 through
December 31, 19B¢.

By May 25, 19B7 B0% c©f &ll funde razised by

The Two projects will have been awaraed .c"
éistribution by the USAF2 Board ©f Dir ers.
USAFA has spent only £1,€52,644 =- jus:t 2% of

“E revenue =- on general ant administTrative
ove:heai.

The cost cf raising the $E£2.5 million was
€£,677,857, just 7% cf the total raised.

£1% cI the funds ccllected will be spen: on
rrograms To nelp the nungry and nomeless bcth
here &nd in A2-icsa.

Zilmost 2/3 of the monev donated by the pubplic
for HANDS ACTROSS AMERIC2 is peing distributed
torougnout the nation to impact on the prop-
iems cf hunger ané homelessness.

As cf March 25, 1987, 250 groups across the
nigTicon have *eceived funds fror the HANDS
ACRCES AMIRIC: public demonstTra=ion
recognizing the plignt of the nungrv and
homeless in this country.
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