FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Jerry Burkot
June 22, 1988 202-225-3452

RAHALL SEEKS CORPS ACTION ON HUNTINGTON DOCKING PROBLEMS

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- 1In response to recent complaints about the docking
facilities at Harris Riverfront Park in Huntington, U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall
(D-WV) has asked the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to resolve the problems at
the Ohio River facility.

The recent excursions to Huntington of the Delta Queen, the Driftwood,
and the continuing presence of the West Virginia Belle have been hampered by
river sediment in the vicinty of the park. "The area apparently needs to be
dredged before we are unable to accomodate these vessels any longer," Rahall
said. "I have asked the Army Corps of Engineers to look into the problem
and see what can be done to facilitate any action in that area before it is
too late."

Rahall is awaiting the results of a Corps investigation he asked for
earlier this month.

"The Ohio River and its water traffic have played an increasingly
important role in the economic rejuvenation of the Tri-State area," Rahall
observed. "We need to make evert effort to allow the river to continue to
fill this role.™
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. Sediments must be
= cleared for docking

T 'Ihe Port of Huntington had
<9 busy day Thursday.

The Ohue Faver, wiuch once

'f caw only towboals and

9 barges carrywg  coal and

— chemmcals, was the stopping

3 place lor three handsome

Q. passenger vessels.

An hour after the West Vir-
puua Belle departed the dock
for its daily tour of the niver,
-3 the prand old passenger boat,

o the Delta Queen, armived al
:OE Harns Hiverfront Park for

the first of live visats to the
oty ths year

Unfortunately, the Delta
Quern was unable to dock
properly because ol Tiver
sedinent in the vicmity of the
park It's a situation we sec
as unacceplable. It must be
corrected quckly.

In addition, the molor ves-

sl Driftwood, wiuch had
stopped in Huntington as part
of its 22,000-pule voyage of
the inland waterways of
America, was bed up nearby
while its crew wviewed the
Olue River Odyssey Exhibit
at the Huntington Museum of
Art.

The repalation of the nver
has coime a very long way mn
a very short time, from a
murky, shghtly threatemng
tool of commerce that was to
be all but ignored, to & mayor
seenie  attraction providing
thousands with the joy and
wonder of hie on the nver.

In fact, the reputation of
the river has come full eirele
As it once gave life to Hun-
tington when it was founded
11h years apgo, It’s an mtepral
part ol the aity’'s renewal.
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