FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: T. KENT KEYSER
Acting Press

Tuesday, April 25, 1989 Secretary
PHONE: (202) 225-3452

’ WEST VIRGINIA TO RECEIVE SECOND U.S. JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT GRANT

WASHINGTON D.C. - U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall (D-W.Va.) today announced the

U.S. Department of Justice has awarded $1,205,000 to assist West Virginia
and local governments within the State to control crime and enforce anti-drug
abuse statutes.

"This grant will aid West Virginia in developing a statewide strategy for
drug and violent crime control programs that improve the criminal justice
system, paying particular attention to drug trafficking, violen$ crime, and
serious offenders." Rahall said.
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Office of Justice Programs
Bureau of Justice Assistance
Office of Juvenile Justice and

Delinquency Prevention
National Institute of Justice
Bureau of Justice Statistics

Dear Congressman:

Enclosed is the announcement
of a grant award to your
State.

If you have any questions
concerning this award, please
call the Office of Congressional
and Public Affairs, 724-7694.

Patricia K. Howard

Acting Director

Office of Congressional
and Public Affairs

Office of Justice Programs
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The Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA), a U.S. Department of
Justice Agency within the Office of Justice Programs, today
awarded the West Virginia Criminal Justice and Highway Safety
Office $1,205,000 to help the commonwealth and its units of
local government control crime and enforce anti-drug abuse
statutes.

BJA Director Charles P. Smith said the funds are awarded
under the state and local narcotics control provisions of the
Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988. The funds are distributed among
the states on the basis of their relative populations, after
each state has been allocated a base amount of $500,000. The
states must redistribute a portion of their funds to local units
of government.

To participate in the block grant program, a state office
designated by the governor submits an application to the Bureau.
The application must include a statewide strategy for drug and
violent crime control programs that improve the functioning of
the criminal justice system, with an emphasis on drug
trafficking, violent crime, and serious offenders. The state
agency must also provide assurances about its stewardship of the
Federal funds and its intention to comply with the Act’s
provisions, including a certification that state recipients have
fulfilled the drug-free workplace requirements.
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Additional information about the grant is available from the
West Virginia Criminal Justice and Highway Safety Office,

Charleston, West Virginia 25304, 304/348-8814.
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