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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: KENT KEYSER

TuESDAY, JANUARY 23, 1990 PHONE: (202) 225-3452

RAHALL ANNOUNCES LEGISLATIVE WISH LIST FOR 1990
WASHINGTON, DC -- U.S. Rep. Nick J. Rahall (D-W.Va.), recently returned to

the nation's capitol for the convening of the Second Session of the 10lst
Congress. Rahall listed several legislative initiatives he is pursuing in
this seesion.

From his subcommittee on Mining and Natural Resources, Rahall will push for
the passage of his Coal Heritage Commission for southern West Virginia
which will enhance the State’s cultural and historical ares involving its
coal mining heritage. Another Rahall bill would establish the Town of
Bramwell in Mercer County as a National Historic Park, as a unit of the
National Park Service.

Rahall will continue his efforts to pass his legislation developing a trout
hatchery in McDowell County using abandoned mine waters, supporting an
annual production capacity of 25,000 pounds of trout.

Rahall also plans to introduce the "State Fish and Wildlife Assistance Act,
which would earmark a portion of federal mineral revenues to states for
programs benefiting fish and wildlife.

"The Abandoned Mine Reclamation Act of 1989," which Rahall introduced in
the last session will remain a priority in this session. It will provide
the resources necessary for the continued reclamation of high priority
public health and safety threatening abandoned coal mine sites. This
program in the past has made over $200 million dollars available to West
Virginia.

In the area of health, Rahall has introduced the" Area Health Education
Center Initiative Act of 1989." This Bill will provide for centers to
serve geographic areas which have high numbers of low-income individuals,
and those with chronic diseases, such as Black Lung. Rahall hopes Marshall
University will base one such center. He has introduced the "Black Lung
Benefits Eligibility Clarification Act" which seeks to impose the type of
black lung eligibility standard orignally intended by the Congress by
reiterating that a claimant can establish a presumption of black lung with
a single piece of qualifying evidence.

H.R. 3835, introduced by Rahall directs the heads of all executive
departments and agencies of the government to study the possiblility of
relocating in rural areas. This would trim the fat away from management and
stimulate the economies in areas such as Southern West Virginia.

Finally, Rahall wants to continue to lay the groundwork for reauthorization
of the federal highway act up in 1991, and to complete the Appalachian
Corridor system.
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