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U.S. Congressman
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WORKING FOR WEST VIRGINIANS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: JIM ZOIA
MAY 25, 1994 (202) 225-9989

NATIONAL HIGHWAY SYSTEM BILL SAILS THROUGH HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C. - By a vote of 412 to 12, the U.S. House of
Representatives today passed U.S. Rep. Nick J. Rahall’s legislation to designate a
new National Highway System. Rahall, who serves as the chairman of the
Subcommittee on Surface Transportation, managed the bill on the House floor.

"Today, we paved the way for a brighter future for West Virginia and the
Nation as a whole," Rahall observed after the overwhelming House vote.

According to a statement prepared by the Office of the President: "The
Administration applauds the House for moving expeditiously to consider legislation
to designate the National Highway System."

The bill approved by the House designates a 159,000 mile National Highway
System comprised of Interstate Highways, certain principal arterial roads, high-
priority corridors identified by the Congress, and routes which provide access to
major ports and airports facilities as well as defense installations.

Figuring prominently in West Virginia’s National Highway System are the I-73
Corridor (Route 52 replacement), the Coalfields Expressway and the proposed
Shawnee Parkway. Routes listed on the National Highway System are eligible for
Highway Trust Funds set aside for construction, rehabilitation, restoration,
resurfacing and reconstruction projects on them.

The bill now goes to the Senate for its consideration.
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NATIONAL HIGHWAY SYSTEM DESIGNATION ACT OF 1994

May 19, 1994 —Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the State of
the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. MINETA, from the Committee on Public Works and
Transportation,

submitted the following

REPORT
[To accompany H.R. 4385]

[Including cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Office]

The Committee on Public Works and Transportation, to whom
was referred the bill (H.R. 4385) to amend title 23, United States
Code, to designate the National Highway System, and for other
purposes, having considered the same, report favorably thereon
with an amendment and recommend that the bill as amended do
pass.

The amendment is as follows:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof
the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as the “National Highway System Des-
ignation Act of 1994”,
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Secretary defined.

TITLE [-NATIONAL HIGHWAY SYSTEM DESIGNATION AND OTHER PROVISIONS

101. National Highway System designation.
102. Congestion mitigation and air quality improvement program.
103. ity improvement.
1%. Contracting for engi ing and design services.

. Highway promotion program.
106. Project eligibility.
}O’l’
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G E}(gel;;JSIONS.——Section 1302(eX7) of such Act, as redesignated by subsection (c),
1S amen =

(1) by striking “(7) SMALL STATE EXCLUSION.—Any State” and inserting the
following:

“(7) EXCLUSIONS.—

“(A) SMALL STATE.—Any State”;

(ﬁ) by moving the text of subparagraph (A), as so designated, 2 ems to the
right; an

(3) by adding at the end the following:

%B) BEST INTEREST OF A STATE.—Any State which determines based on
trail needs identified in its State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
that it is in the best interest of the State to be exempt from the require-
ments of paragraph (4) may apply to the Secretary for such an exemption.
Before approving or disapproving an aﬁplication for such an exemption, the
Secretary shall publish in the Federal ister notice of receipt of the appli-
cation and provide an opportunity for pﬁ%lic comment on the application.”.

(e) RETURN OF MONEYS Not EXPENDED.—Section 1302(eX9) of such Act, as redes-
ignated by subsection (c), is amended—

(1) by inserting “the State” before “may be exempted”; and

(Z_idby striking “and expended or committed” and all that follows before the
period.

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Section 1302 of such Act (16 U.S.C.
1261) is amended by adding at the end the following:

“(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

%(1) IN GENERAL—There is authorized to be appropriated out of the Highway
Trust Fund (other than the Mass Transit Account) to carry out this section and
section 1303 $6,000,000 for fiscal year 1995. :

“(2) APPLICABILITY OF TITLE 23.—Funds authorized by paragraph (1) shall be
available for obligation in the same manner as if the funds were apportioned
under chapter 1 of title 23, United States Code; except that the Federal share
of the cost of activities conducted with such funds shall be as provided in this
section, such funds shall not be subject to any obligation limitation other than
subsection (d)8), and such funds shall remain available until expended.

“(3) TREATMENT.—Funds authorized by paragraph (1) shall treated as if
such funds were aflan of the National Recreational Trails Trust Fund for pur-
poses of making allocations to the States under subsection (d).”.

(g) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—Section 1303 of such Act (16 U.S.C. 1262) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b) by striking “11 members” and inserting “12 members”;

(2) in subsection (b) by redesignating g}aragraph (2), (3), and (4) as para-

ﬁphg (8), (4), and (5), respectively, and by inserting after paragraph (1) the

ollowing:

“(2) 1 member appointed by the Secretary representing individuals with dis-
abilities;”.

SEC. 118. COAL HERITAGE.

(a) GRANTS.—The Secretary shall make grants to the State of West Virginia for
the purpose of erecting si or other informational devices depicting Coal Heritage
along public roads identified as “Heritage Tour Routes” and “Tour Route Connec-
tors” on the map entitled “Alternative Concept C” in the study entitled “A Coal Min-
ing Heritage Study: Southern West Virginia” (1993, United States Deﬁ‘artment of
the Interior, National Park Service) and along additional public roads which provide
access to the interpretive sites and areas identified on such map. Such signs or de-
vices shall be devised by the West Virginia Division of Culture and History with
the concurrence of the West Virginia Division of Highways and shall be subject to
public comment.

(b) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—With respect to areas along the roads referred to in
subsection (a) which are administered by Federal, State, local, or nonprofit entities,
the Secretary may, pursuant to cooperative agreements with such entities and in
consultation with the State of West Virginia, provide technical assistance in the de-
velopment of interpretive devices and information in order to contribute to public
appreciation of the historical, cultural, natural, scenic, and recreational sites along
such roads.

(c) FUNDING.—Of amounts made available pursuant to section 1047(d) of the
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (105 Stat. 1998), there
shall be available $1,000,000 per fiscal year for each of fiscal years 1995 and 1996
for t.htcal p&.lrposes of carrying out this section. Such sums shall remain available until
expended.
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though the program is authorized at up to $30 million annually, to
date only $7.5 million has been appropriated for the program in fis-
cal year 1993. This has obviously had a negative effect on the pro-
gram and the full benefits of the trails program have not been real-
ized. The Committee has provided, in FY 1995, a total of $6 million
for the program, to be funded out of the Highway Trust Fund. This
$6 million is intended to supplement funds which might be in-
cluded in annual appropriations bills in the future and is to be in-
cluded under the overall $30 million authorization cap.

Section 118. Coal heritage

This section authorizes the Secretary to make grants to the State
of West Virginia for the purposes of erecting signs or other infor-
mational devices along public roads relating to the coal heritage of
southern West Virginia. The signs or other devices are to be de-
vised by the West Virginia Division of Culture and History with
the concurrence of the West Virginia Division of Highways. Of the
amounts available to the Secretary under section 1047(d) of ISTEA,
$2 million is made available to carry out this program.

The Committee notes this project represents the first step to im-

plement a concept set forth in a National Park Service study enti-
tled “A Coal Mining Heritage Study: Southern West Virginia”
(1993). Other studies conducted in support of this project include:
“A Proposed Coal Heritage Road and Scenic Byway in Southern
West Virginia” (1991, by Marshall University for the Federal High-
way Administration), and “The Coal Road: A Survey of Southern
West Virginia Mining Tourism Potential” (March 1989, Marshall
University Center for Regional Progress for the U.S. Department
of Commerce, Economic Development Administration).

Under the National Park Service study, two heritage tour routes
were proposed: (1) between Fayetteville and Welch primarily fol-
lowing U.S. Route 19 and WV Route 16 and extending eastward
into the Bluefield area on U.S. Route 52 and from Welch, extending
westward to Williamson along U.S. Route 52; and (2) between
Charleston and Williamson along Route 119. The primary purpose
of the program authorized by this section is to devise and place a
Coal Heritage marker along these routes.

Section 119. Limitations on funding of operating assistance

This section provides that transit operators providing service in
urbanized areas under 200,000 population shall not be subject to
a limitation on the amount of their section 9 formula apportion-
ment which may be used for operating assistance. These small sec-
tion 9 operators are dependent on Federal operating assistance for
20—40 percent of their total operating budgets and often do not
have access to non-Federal operating funds as larger cities often
do. No city will lose section 9 funds due to this provision, but cities
over 200,000 population will have access to slightly more capital
funds in exchange for slightly less operating funds. This provision
would not change the overall amounts authorized for operating as-
sistance nationwide.

The Committee expects the operating assistance offset to be dis-
tributed so that small operators operating within a larger urban-
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1. Naska ... Alaska
2. Califomia ........ CALST/
3. California ....... ACTra
4, Califomia ....... Santa
5, California ....... Santa
6. California ....... Long |
7. Califomia ........ Palm
8. California ™...... LA-Bu
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10. California ...... Fermy
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12. California ...... Golde
13. California ....... Metre
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