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DATE: August 18, 1994

SUBJECT: Radio appearance '

Hoppy Kercheval would like Congressman Rahall to be a guest on hls
call in talk show. The segment would take place on Thursday,
September 1, 1994. The segment will be live from 11:30 to 12:00.
The Congressman would be the only guest for this segment.

The topics will be health care and the crime bill. I asked him if
we could give him some topics to bring up which are important to
Congressman Rahall. He said that this would be fine.

I think this would be an excellent opportunity for Congressman
Rahall to show what he has accomplished for the third district.
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1. Health Care

First let me say that there are 91,000 people in West
Virginia's 3rd district who do not have health care and 271,000
state wide. This is a major concern of mine. It is my opinion that
every American is entitled to affordable health care. In our state,
it is important that West Virginians have access to health care.
Before a health care bill will get my support it will have to have
two aspects, high accessibility and affordibility.

2. Crime

The crime bill that I supported included, mandatory sentencing
for crimes committed with guns, mandatory registration for all
sexual predators, $12 billion for prisons and another $12 billion
for local law enforcement agencies.

3. Health Care and Abortion

Currently all the bills that have been reported in the House
and the Senate contained funding for abortion. However, there are
some other amendments and compromises being considered which do
not.

I oppose federally funded abortions. I wrote Speaker Foley and
told him that if abortion funding was in the health reform bill I
would consider voting against that bill.

5. Health Care - The Medi-Savings Plan.

It is not a viable alternative to a bill that covers virtually
everyone.

I think all Americans are entitled to affordable health care.
Medi-Savings would leave many Americans without health care. It
would not provide health care for those who need it most, the
elderly, young and unemployed.



6. The Economy in West Virginia

The economy in West Virginia is getting better. From August
of 19293 to August of this year West Virginia experienced a growth
of 3.4 percent, in other words 22,100 new jobs. The unemployment
rate in the 3rd district is now down to 11.7 percent which is a
remarkable improvement from 13.4 percent in July of 1993.

--and-or- -

There are many areas in West Virginia which have applied to
become what is called federal empowerment zones and enterprise
communities. If these areas are granted this status they will be
eligible for:

a. 20% wage credit for employers on the first $15,000.
b. $37,500 credit for equipment for the first year.
c. Tax exempt status in the areas for financing.
These programs should provide additional growth to our growing
economy .

8.Taxes/ Budget Deficit

Since President Clinton came into office the only people who
have had an increase in taxes are those who make over 110,000 a
year, in other words only 4,400 of the 1.8 millon West Vlrglnlans
paid higher taxes. 38,000 1nd1v1duals in the 3rd district saw their
taxes decrease because of the increase in the EITC.

9. Black Lung

I recently co-sponsored a bill on BLACK LUNG REFORM which
passed the house. If this bill is enacted it will make it much
easier for widows to qualify for benefits. It will ease the burden
of proof which has been to high in the past.



POSSIBLE QUESTIONS

1. Health Care

First let me say that there are 91,000 people in West Virginia’s
3rd district who do not have health care and 271,000 state wide. This
is a major concern of mine. It is my opinion that every American is
entitled to affordable health care. In our state, it is important that
West Virginians have access to health care. Before a health care bill

will get my support ~ will have to have two aspects, high
accessibility and affo 1@ Sl Aty

2. Crime 0‘.&0* l,m

The crime bill that I supported included, mandatory sentencing
for crimes committed with guns, mandatory registration for all sexual
predators, $12 billion for prisons and another $12 billion for local
i law enforcement agencies.

3. Health Care and Abortion

Currently all the bills that have been reported in the House and
the Senate contained funding for abortion. However, there are some
other amendments and compromises being considered which do not.

I oppose federally funded abortions. I wrote Speaker Foley and
told him that if abortion funding was in the health reform bill I
would consider voting against that bill.

5. Health Care - The Medi-Savings Plan.

It is not a viable alternative to a bill that covers virtually
everyone.

I think all Americans are entitled to affordable health care.
Medi-Savings would leave many Americans without health care. It would
not provide health care for those who need it most, the elderly, young
and unemployed.
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The Economy in West Virginia

The economy in West Virginia is getting better. From August of
1993 to August of this year West Virginia experienced a growth of 3.4
percent, in other words 22,100 new jobs. The unemployment rate in the
3rd district is now down to 11.7 percent which is a remarkable
improvement from 13.4 percent in July of 1993.

--and-or--

There are many areas in West Virginia which have applied to
become what is called federal empowerment zones and enterprise
communities. If these areas are granted this status they will be
eligible for:

a. 20% wage credit for employers on the first $15,000.
b. $37,500 credit for equipment for the first year.
c¢. Tax exempt status in the areas for financing.
These programs should provide additional growth to our growing economy.

\Taxes/ Budget Deficit

Since President Clinton came into office the ly people who have
had an increase in taxes are those who make ovejgglo,ooo a year, in =
other words only 4,400 of the 1.8 millon West ViYginians paid higher
taxes. 38,000 individualg in the 3rd district saw their taxes decrease
because of the increase i} the EITC. 7

9. Black Lung brﬁm; 'I.e

I recently co-sponsored a bill on BLACK LUNG REFORM which passed
the house. If this bill is enactg? it will make it much easier for

widows to qualify for benefits. It Will ease the burden of proof which
has been to high in the past.
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Currently all the bills that have been reported in the House
and the Senate contained funding for abortion. However, there are
somg@amendments and compromises being considered.
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It is not a viable alternative to a bill that covers virtually
everyone.

I think all Americans are entitled to affordable health care.
Medi-Savings would leave many Americans without health care. It
would not provide health care for those who need it most, the
elderly, young and unemployed.
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7. The economy is not getting any better in West Virginia.

The economy in West Virginia is getting better. From August
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11. My husband was applying for black lung before he died. I am
having a very hard time providing the required evidence to become
eligible for benefits. What can I do?

I recently co-sponsored a bill on BLACK LUNG REFORM which
passed the house. If this bill is enacted it will make it much
easier for widows to qualify for benefits. It will ease the burden
of proof which has been to high in the past.



