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FATE OF MONAVILLE POST OFFICE RESTS IN PUBLIC HANDS

WASHINGTON D.C. -- U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall (D-WV) today announced that
the U.S. Postal Service has scheduled a town meeting for the residents of
Monaville in Logan County, to discuss the future of the Monaville Post Office,
which was closed early this year because of bat droppings in the ceiling area
which were said to create a public health risk.

The meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 28, 1994, from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m., at the Logan Post Office.

"l urge the residents of Monaville to attend this important meeting. The
Postal Service will use a lack of citizens’ participation in the meeting to support
its effort to close Monaville. The meeting on the 28th is everyone’s chance to be
heard. If the residents of Monaville tell the Postal Service as a result of the Town
Meeting that they are willing to use other services, such as the not-yet built
Wilkinson Post Office, rather than to reopen Monaville, then | will abide by their
decision,” Rahall said.

"I have opposed this closure for several reasons, first because 484
Monaville residents have let me know they want their Post Office reopened,”
Rahall said, "and secondly because the Logan County Department of Health has
twice declared the building safe to inhabit." The first such finding by Logan
County Health came several years ago, when the bats were first discovered, at
which time actions were taken to seal the building. The second finding by Logan
County Health that the building is safe to inhabit came after the Postal Service
closed Monaville because of supposed public health risks.

The Postal Service’s own environmental specialist inspected the building.
The results showed no new bat infestation since the building was sealed, and its
own report stated that it could be sanitized by removing the old bat droppings,
replacing ceiling tiles and insulation, and washing the area with chemicals. The
Postal Service has made no move to carry out its own Inspector’s
:ec?.'mmendations for this sanitization procedure to make the building acceptable
o them.

Rahall believes that the emergency closing was just another instance of the
Postal Service seeing a chance to close another small, rural post office in the
State. "There are 104 small post offices already under suspension in West
Virginia, and | do not believe a single one of them will ever be reopened for
service to their communities,"” Rahall said.

--30--

Washington Address: 2269 Rayburn Bldg., Washington, D.C. 20515 ¢ (202) 225-3452

Beckley 252-5000 e Bluefield 325-6222 e Logan 752-4934 e Huntington 522-NICK e Lewisburg 647-3228

PRESS RELEASE




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: KENT KEYSER
July 14, 1994 Acting Press Secretary
Phone: (202) 225-3452

FATE OF MONAVILLE POST OFFICE RESTS IN PUBLIC HANDS

WASHINGTON D.C. -- U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall (D-WV) today announced that
the U.S. Postal Service has scheduled a town meeting for the residents of
Monaville in Logan County, to discuss the future of the Monaville Post Office,
which was closed early this year because of bat droppings in the ceiling area
which were said to create a public health risk.

The meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 28, 1994, from 5:30 to 6:30
p.m., at the Logan Post Office.

"l urge the residents of Monaville to attend this important meeting. The
Postal Service will use a lack of citizens’ participation in the meeting to support
its effort to close Monaville. The meeting on the 28th is everyone’s chance to be
heard. If the residents of Monaville tell the Postal Service as a result of the Town
Meeting that they are willing to use other services, such as the not-yet built
Wilkinson Post Office, rather than to reopen Monaville, then | will abide by their
decision,” Rahall said.

"l have opposed this closure for several reasons, first because 484
Monaville residents have let me know they want their Post Office reopened,”
Rahall said, "and secondly because the Logan County Department of Health has
twice declared the building safe to inhabit." The first such finding by Logan
County Health came several years ago, when the bats were first discovered, at
which time actions were taken to seal the building. The second finding by Logan
County Health that the building is safe to inhabit came after the Postal Service
closed Monaville because of supposed public health risks.

The Postal Service’s own environmental specialist inspected the building.
The results showed no new bat infestation since the building was sealed, and its
own report stated that it could be sanitized by removing the old bat droppings,
replacing ceiling tiles and insulation, and washing the area with chemicals. The
Postal Service has made no move to carry out its own Inspector’s
recommendations for this sanitization procedure to make the building acceptable
to them.

Rahall believes that the emergency closing was just another instance of the
Postal Service seeing a chance to close another small, rural post office in the
State. "There are 104 small post offices already under suspension in West
Virginia, and | do not believe a single one of them will ever be reopened for
service to their communities,” Rahall said.

w30



) oo
'3
Wash ‘)(’ (Df'm

Rep. Nick Rahall today announced that the U.S. Postal Service has
scheduled a town meeting for the residents of Monaville in Logan
County, to discuss the future of the Monaville Post Office, which was
closed early this year because of bat droppings in the ceiling area
which were said to create a public health risk.

The meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 28, 1994, from 5:30
to 6:30 p.m., at the Logan Post Office.

"I urge the residents of Monaville to attend this important
meeting. The Postal Service will use a lack of citizens’ participation
in the meeting to support its effort to close Monaville. The meeting
on the 28th is everyone’s chance to be heard. If the residents of
Monaville tell the Postal Service as a result of the Town Meeting that
they are willing to use other services, such as the not-yet built
Wilkinson Post Office, rather than to reopen Monaville, then I will
abide by their decision," Rahall said.

"I have opposed this closure for several reasons, first because
484 Monaville residents have let me know they want their Post Office
reopened, " Rahall said, "and secondly because the Logan County
Department of Health has twice declared the building safe to inhabit."
The first such finding by Logan County Health came several years ago,
when the bats were first discovered, at which time actions were taken
to seal the building. The second finding by Logan County Health that
the building is safe to inhabit came after the Postal Service closed
Monaville because of supposed public health risks.

The Postal Service’s own environmental specialist inspected the
building. The results showed no new bat infestation since the building
was sealed, and its own report stated that it could be sanitized by
removing the old bat droppings, replacing ceiling tiles and insulation,
and washing the area with chemicals. The Postal Service has made no
move to carry out its own Inspector’s recommendations for this
sanitization procedure to make the building acceptable to them.

Rahall believes that the emergency closing was Jjust another
instance of the Postal Service seeing a chance to close another small,
rural post office in the State. "There are 104 small post offices
already under suspension in West Virginia, and I do not believe a
single one of them will ever be reopened for service to their
communities, " Rahall said.
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Rep. Nick Rahall today announced that the U.S. Postal Service has
scheduled a town meeting for the residents of Monaville in Logan
County, to discuss the future ®tatus- of the Monaville Post Office,
which was closed early this year because of bat droppings in the
ceiling area which were said to create a public health risk.

The meeting is scheduled for Thursday, July 28, 1994, from 5:30

to 6:30 p.m., at the Logan Post Office. Copst be(ouu‘:?b
ol ol Dave opposed this closure for several reasons," RahalfJ sgefd,
L because the Logan County Department of Health has twice
declared the building safe to inhabit." The first such finding by
Logan County Health came several years ago, when the bats were first
discovered, at which time actions were taken to seal the building. The
second finding by Logan County Health that the building is safe to
inhabit came after the Postal Service closed Monaville because of
supposed public health risks.

—ft—shoutd—be—noted that Fhe l%ostal Service’s own environmental
specialist whe inspected the building, ees i1

Slewed nt new bat infestation since the building was sealed, and its own report
stateé that it could be sanitized by removing the old bat droppings,
replacing ceiling tiles and insulation which-the owner has—said—he
would de,—and-then-to. washiPhe area with epeeifically-named chemicals
to—complete the sanitizattiompreeese. The Postal Service has made no

move to carry out its own Inspector’s recommendations for this
sanitization procedure to make the building acceptable to them.

Rahall believes that the emergency closing was just another
instance ‘&; Postal Service sggggbs chance to close another
small, rural post office in the State. "There are 104 small post
offices already under suspension in West Virginia, and I do not believe
a single one of them wil
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reopened for service to their s

*®ue if the Residents of Monaville tell
the Postal Service as a resylt of the Town Meeting that they are
willing to use other services, such as the not-yet built Wilkinson Post
Office, rather than to reopen Wonaville, then I will abide by their

decision, " Rahall eemedudsd.

P Niod pod ion'"To Seppoch 1T S

J
<SHES Tre. meetiug on the ATk is evecyoned C
o, g ,
: s —_ MonA.

“The

Sat A,
IUH)&”{*}\EL_
> 25 dexts OL Morav: e to otrend “rlm‘s "m@oc’ro\w\ me,e,’r‘m:\ .
Post) Secuice Wi\l e O loc k. ‘b‘c Chizens' yaereSF—

atie Wastivg e_((oﬂ'/ ‘o C}DSCD moﬂa\ﬁf\\c -~

hance

77




