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RAHALL STRIKES AGREEMENT
ON SOUTHERN WV MANGANESE INITIATIVE

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- U.S. Rep. Nick J. Rahall (D-WV) today announced that
an agreement has been reached on a joint federal-state initiative aimed at paving
the way for the commercial development of extemely critical deposits of the
mineral 'manganese’ located in southern West Virginia.

In late 1988, Rahall learned that the West Virginia Geological and Economic
Survey had identified a mineralized belt approximately 150 miles long and 5 to 10
miles wide extending through parts of Mercer, Monroe, Greenbrier and Pocahontas
Counties containing high-grade manganese ore. Manganese is an essential
element in steelmaking. However, the United States is 100% reliant on imports
from countries such as South Africa.

Since that time, in conjunction with the West Virginia Survey, Rahall has
been seeking to obtain funding for the necessary studies to more firmly delineate
the extent and development potential of the manganese deposits.

In a meeting in his office this week, representatives of the U.S. Geological
Survey, the West Virginia Geological and Economic Survey and Rahall reached
agreement on the scope and financing of a southern West Virginia manganese
assessment program. The project would include data collection, geological
mapping and manganese sampling and would be done jointly by the federal and
state geological surveys. While the project’s price tag remains to be finalized, an
initial estimate placed the cost at between $300,000 to $500,000 to be born by the
federal government.

"It is frightening to think that the Soviet Union and South Africa control 80%
of the word’s known reserves of manganese. They could bring this country to its
knees if they decided to cut-off our manganese supplies," Rahall said. "Without
manganese there would be no steel. Yet, today, there is no commercial
production of manganese in the United States."

According to Rahall: "In West Virginia we have the potential to reduce this
Nation’s dependence on imports of this most critical mineral while at the same
time expand our regional economy and providing new employment opportunities.
However, first we will need to conduct the necessary assessments of our deposits
so that we can attract commercial mining interest. This is what the federal and
state geological survey effort will involve."
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