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OCTOBER 18, 1990

RAHAlJ_, TRUVKA BLAST BREWSTER: SHE NEEDS TO GET HER FACTS STRAIGHT

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall (D-WV) AND UMWA
President Rich Trumka today blasted Republican challenger Marianne
Brewster for h * ..   comments made repeatedly on the campaign
trail in which she Eiuestiahed Rahall I s record on black lung.

"Anyone who thinks that I am anything but 100 percent behind the
miners in southern West Virginia must be in la-la land," said Rahall.
"I have fought for the working men and women of the mines for the last
14 years and will continue to do so."

-" "Ms . Brewster� s efforts to taint your strong record of support
for the victims of black lung disease and your efforts to establish a
national energy policy based on coal demonstrate a total lack of
knowledge of the facts of your record and of the record of the UMWA, "

Rahall and Trumka�s remarks were in connection with remarks that
Ms. Brewster has made in which she accused Rahall of making "it harder
for miners to get black lung benefits . " The vote she says was made in
1981.

"The 1981 legislation that Ms. Brewster represents as a vote
against black lung benefit recipients in fact doubled the coal tax that
finances the Black Lung Disability Trust Fund," said Trumka. "This
came at a time when the Fund was insolvent and benefit payments were
being threatened. A vote for the 1981 legislation was a vote for
returning the Trust Fund to solvency so that benefit payments could
continue . In fact, the legislation passed the House of Representatives
by a vote of 363 to 47 . The late Representative Carl D. Perkins of
Kentucky, who authored the black lung law, supported it, as did the
UMWA and all four West Virginia Congressman."

Brewster has also attacked the Congressman on his lack of
initiative in fostering a national energy policy.

"As the situation in the Middle East once again brings to the
forefront the pressing need for a national energy policy, I am reminded
that it was Jimmy Carter and the Democrats such as yourself who pushed
through an energy policy based on coal during the late 1970&#39;s," said
Trumka. "legislation to require electric utilities to convert to coal
and to establish a synthetic fuels program were enacted, and you were a



Trumka added, "President Reagan and his Republican allies in the
Congress dismantled our national energy policy, and it was a Republican
Administration that chose instead to give the big oil companies free
reign while pumping millions of dollars into the development of nuclear
power .7,�  4

"Simply put," continued  "Your Republican opponent is off
base in criticizing your record on coal. The UMWA has no better friend
in Congress than Nick Rahall, and we look forward to working with you
for many years to come."
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RAHA|_L, TRUVKA BLAST BREWSTER: SHE NEEDS TO GET HER FACTS STRAIGHT

WASHINGTON, D.C. -� U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall (D-WV) AND UMWA
President Rich Trumka today blasted Republican challenger Marianne
Brewster for her ridiculous comments at the Logan Rotary Club on
Wednesday, in which she questioned Rahall � s record on black lung.

"Anyone who thinks that I am anything but 100 percent behind the
miners in southern West Virginia must be in la-la land," said Rahall.
"I have fought for the working men and women of the mines for the last
14 years and will continue to do so."

" "Ms . Brewster� s efforts to taint your strong record of support
for the victims of black lung disease and your efforts to establish a
national energy policy based on coal demonstrate a total lack of
knowledge of the facts of your record and of the record of the UMWA, "
said Trumka .

Rahall and Trumka� s remarks were in connection with the speech
that Ms . Brewster made to the Logan Rotary Club at which she accused
Rahall of making "it harder for miners to get black lung benefits."
The vote she says was made in 1981.

"The 1981 legislation that Ms . Brewster represents as a vote
against black lung benefit recipients in fact doubled the coal tax that
finances the Black Lung Disability Trust Fund," said Trumka. "This
caIne at a time when the Fund was insolvent and benefit payments were
being threatened. A vote for the 1981 legislation was a vote for
returning the Trust Fund to solvency so that benefit payments could
continue . In fact, the legislation passed the House of Representatives
by a vote of 363 to 47 . The late Representative Carl D. Perkins of
Kentucky, who authored the black lung law, supported it, as did the
UMWA and all four West Virginia Congressman."

"Simply put," continued Trumka. "Your Republican opponent is off
base in criticizing your record on coal. The UMWA has no better friend
in Congress than Nick Rahall, and we look forward to working with you
for many years to come."
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