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With our fighting men and women being protected by the most

advanced military equipment in the world, shouldn’t we be protecting
their lives here at home?

Why: Introduction of legislation to reform CHAMPUS

When: Wednesday, February 27th at 10:00 a.m.

Where: 2107 Rayburn HOB

Contact: Iaurie Cody, 225-2501 and Steve Spina 225-3452

i CHAMPUS

The Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniformed

Service (CHAMPUS) is the military’s health insurance program for an
estimated 9.2 million people

Some veterans falling through
cracks in health care coverage

Associsted Press

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — When
Andy Cox retired from the US.
Army In 1977 after 22 years Io the
military, he took for granted the

promise of lifelong health care.

' . That was until he fell off a ladder
In 1887, suffering a traumatic head
Injury which left him a quadriplegie
— unable to speak, even swallow.

.. Costs for his around-theclock

2E
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Under the 1971 law, when

the Department of Delense's
CHAMPUS office In Aurora, Colo.

“However, I am limited in author-
ity to effect a change."

When Cox was diagnosed after his
fall with a subdural hematoma —
bleeding within the skull around the
brain — some doctors sald he would
be a vegetable for the rest of his
1,

e
With his CHAMFUS coverage,

He was weaned from oxygen and
his darting eyes and guttural
sounds hinted that he was respond-
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With our fighting men and women being protected by the most

advanced military equipment in the world, shouldn’t we be protecting

their lives here at home?

Why:

When:
Where:

Contact:

Introduction of legislation to reform CHAMPUS

Wednesday, February 27th at 10:00 a.m.

2107 Rayburn HOB

CHAMPUS

ILaurie Cody, 225-2501 and Steve Spina 225-3452

The Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Uniformed

Service (CHAMPUS) is the military’s health insurance program for an
estimated 9.2 million people
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Some veterans falling through

Associsted Prese

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — When

Andy Cox retired from the US.
Army in 1977 after 22 years Ip Lhe
military, he took for granted the
promize of lifelong health care.
. That was until he fell off a ladder
In 1887, suflering a traumatic head
Injury which left him a quadriplegie
— unable to speak, even swallow.

.. Costs for his around-theclock

treatment were high but his mill-
tary-sponsored health Insurance
_was good — while it lasted. But pro-

“vislon in the law stripped him of

thaf “¢overage and put him under

“thé' Medicare program — with

Under the 1971 law, when
CHAMPUS ends, the government-
subsidized health care plan Medl-
care lakes over. But veterans say
the swap cheats them of benefits
they earned, leaving them with cov-
erage that ls not nearly 5o extensive
In severe cases like Cox's.

For Cox, 53, who has remained al-
most motionless In bed since his in-
ury, Medicare has been of lttle
elp. It offers limited provisions for
bome health care, and none for him
gince his case was classified as
“maintenance."”

The couple has been left finan-
clally devastated

ty.

She's gotten back a stack of let-
ters, but no action.

“1 truly sympathize with your sit-
uation and concerns,” responded
Capt. Paul T. McDavid, director of
the Department of Defense's
CHAMPUS office In Aurora, Colo.

e

cracks in health care coverage

“However, 1 am limited in author-
ity to effect a change.”

When Cox was diagnosed after his
fall with a subdural hemaloma —
bleeding within the skull around the
brain — some doctors sald he would
be a vegetable for the rest of his
1uf

e
With his CHAMPUS coverage,

$17,000 in home health care every
month.

At his St Petersburg home he
slowly began to e. No longer
was he conslde semicomatose,
He was weaned from oxygen and
his darting eyes and guttural
eounds hinted that he was respond-

U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall (D-WV)




