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RAHAlJ_ URGES SAVING WEATHER SERVICE "FOR A RAINY DAY"

WXSHINGIUN, D.C. -- Kentucky Democrat U.S. Rep. Chris Perkins,
working with U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall (D�WV) , today offered amendments
that would maintain the weather service stations � standards nationally,
including those in Huntington and Beckley, and require the Secretary of
Commerce to ensure that closing of these stations will not result in
any degradation of weather services , including community preparedness
and public liaison provided to affected areas .

The amendments were included as part of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration authorization bill (NCAA) , which was cleared
by the Committee on Science,� Space, and Technology.

"Because of our mountainous topography, weather forecasting is all
the more difficult and conditions vary greatly from one mountain to
another," said Rahall. "I am just not convinced that closing these
stations serves anyone� s best interests . I think we need to save these
stations for a rainy day."

Under the amendments , the National Weather service must maintain a
liaison officer for two years after an office targeted for closing,
consolidation, automation or relocation . The National Weather Service
must ensure that the modernization program does not degrade the level
of public and community preparedness offered to such areas .

"By community preparedness, I mean flood early warning among other
things," said Rahall . "We must always strive to accurately warn
southern West Virginia&#39;s communities of eminent danger of flooding.
Some of those floods are flash floods and need the human factor in
averting devastation."

The  also call for an objective agency, the National
Academy of Sciences, to study those areas in which "significant doubt"
exists about the ability of the modernization program to maintain the
standards the law provides , service based on standards of the NASA
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1989.

�The House and Senate Committees on Science and Space Technology
will receive for review such questionable certifications within 180
days .
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The Honorable James H. Scheuer

Chairman

House Subcommittee on the

Environment

H2�388 Ford House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your recent letter to me outlining your oversight
and concerns of the National Weather Service&#39;s (NWS) technology
modernization program. I commend you and your subcommittee&#39;s work on
this matter.

You mentioned our colleague, Congressman Perkins, who did share
with me a letter he forwarded you dated April l0, 1991. As you know,
Mr. Chairman, Mr. Perkins and I share a common border between our

Our districts share many common characteristics, not the
least of them beingsalruggedftopography, which is very susceptible to
flooding. Our airports� locations demand precise weather forecasting
555� mimh"f5&#39;i�i*1a&#39;t&#39;i,§ri.-.0.:1&#39;._&#39;.&#39;<:i1.rI:ant- conditions .

,Because of our mountainous topography, weather forecasting is all
the mo�e�difficult and conditions can and do vary greatly from one
side of a mountain range to another.

As you know, the NWS&#39;s modernization strategy proposes all N
reporting for my district be done from an office located in Charleston,
West Virginia which at points is almost 100 miles from my district&#39;s
borders. My concern is that the NEXRAD system be able to accurately,

disseminate precise weather conditions, warnings, and forecasts for all }
points of my district.

Before my staff spoke with Mr. Kurt Stanford of your staff, my
office was under the distinct impression from several conversations
with the NWS that the NEXRAD program could receive certification from
information gleaned from a handful of test sites around the country.
None of the test sites on which I was briefed had much similarity to

my district&#39;s needs.
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I was interested to learn that the NWS will have to l) certify
the effectiveness of the NEXRAD program in each area in which it is
employed and, 2) include existing personnel in my district in
certifying the NEXRAD system for southern West Virginia by comparing it
to existing facilities and personnel.

While these efforts will provide some confidence in the
accountability of the NEXRAD system, I am still concerned about the
length of time the NEXRAD system will be studied in southern West
Virginia, and the weight the local existing personnel&#39;s recommendations
will have on the overall certification process. As you know, from the
local office to the Secretary&#39;s desk is indeed a long road with many
sidetracks and opportunities for other considerations to weigh heavily
on the decision making process.

The replacement of the existing weather service seems such an
essential and important element for the public welfare that some
objective source of certification ought to be included in the process.
Mr. Perkins has suggested the General Accounting Office, with the
assistance of the National Research Council. I would continue to

support this effort and ask for your thoughts on this specific issue.

I also applaud the subcommittee&#39;s support of the goals of the
Perkins&#39;s amendments. I look forward to working with you and our
colleagues in crafting these necessary and critical measures into
agreeable language.

I would certainly appreciate your thoughts on the above and I will
keep you appraised of my actions in these matters.

With warm regard, I am,
T

�I-"�"&#39; 
     
     Sincerely,

NICK J. RAHALL, II E
Member of Congress

NJR/tkk
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Thank you for your recent letter to me outlining your oversight
and concerns of the National Weather Service&#39;s (NWS) technology
modernization program. I commend you and your subcommittee&#39;s work on
this matter.

You mentioned our colleague, Congressman Perkins, who did share
with me a letter he forwarded you dated April 10, 1991. As you know,
Mr. Chairman, Mr. Perkins and I share a common border between our
districts. Our districts share many common characteristics, not the
least of them being a rugged topography, which is very susceptible to
flooding. Our airports� locations demand precise weather forecasting
and information on current conditions.

Because of our mountainous topography, weather forecasting is all
the more difficult and conditions can and do vary greatly from one
side of a mountain range to another.

As you know, the NWS&#39;s modernization strategy proposes all
reporting for my district be done from an office located in Charleston,
West Virginia which at points is almost 100 miles from my district&#39;s
borders. My concern is that the NEXRAD system be able to accurately,
consistently, and with a high dependability be able to report and
disseminate precise weather conditions, warnings, and forecasts for all
points of my district.

Before my staff spoke with Mr. Kurt Stanford of your staff, my
office was under the distinct impression from several conversations
with the NWS that the NEXRAD program could receive certification from
information gleaned from a handful of test sites around the country.
None of the test sites on which I was briefed had much similarity to
my district&#39;s needs.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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I was interested to learn that the NWS will have to I) certify
the effectiveness of the NEXRAD program in each area in which it is
employed and, 2) include existing personnel in my district in
certifying the NEXRAD system for southern West Virginia by comparing it
to existing facilities and personnel.

While these efforts will provide some confidence in the
accountability of the NEXRAD system, I am still concerned about the
length of time the NEXRAD system will be studied in southern West
Virginia, and the weight the local existing personnel&#39;s recommendations
will have on the overall certification process. As you know, from the
local office to the Secretary&#39;s desk is indeed a long road with many
sidetracks and opportunities for other considerations to weigh heavily
on the decision making process.

The replacement of the existing weather service seems such an
essential and important element for the public welfare that some
objective source of certification ought to be included in the process.
Mr. Perkins has suggested the General Accounting Office, with the
assistance of the National Research Council. I would continue to
support this effort and ask for your thoughts on this specific issue.

I also applaud the subcommittee&#39;s support of the goals of the
Perkins&#39;s amendments. I look forward to working with you and our
colleagues in crafting these necessary and critical measures into
agreeable language.

I would certainly appreciate your thoughts on the above and I will
keep you appraised of my actions in these matters.

With warm regard, I am,
1:253-&#39;

Sincerely,

¢mZ/J/
NICK J. RAHALL, II

Member of Congress

NJR/tkk



NICK J. RAHALL ll
4TH DISTRICT, WEST VIRGINIA

2104 RAYBURN BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515

(202) 225-3452 Congress of the Mniteb �tates
iéuuse of Representatives

Washington, EOE 20515

815 FIFTH AVENUE
HUNTINGTON, WV 25701

(304) 522�NICK
1101/2 MAIN STREET

BECKLEY, WV 25801
(304) 252-5000

1005 FEDERAL BUILDING
BLUEFIELD, WV 24701

(304) 325-6222 April 30, 1991

R K BUILDING
LOGAN, WV 25601
(304) 752-4934

The Honorable George E Brown, Jr.
Chairman

Committee On Science, Space, and

Technology
2321 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman
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Knowing of your interest in the National Weather Service&#39;s (NWS)
technology modernization program, I wanted to share with you my recent
correspondence with Rep. Jim Scheuer:

Thank you for your recent letter to me outlining your oversight
and concerns of the National Weather Service&#39;s (NWS) technology
modernization program. I commend you and your subcommittee&#39;s work on
this matter.

You mentioned our colleague, Congressman Perkins, who did share
with me a letter he forwarded you dated April 10, 1991. As you know,
Mr. Chairman, Mr. Perkins and I share a common border between our
districts. Our districts share many common characteristics, not the
least of them being a rugged topography, which is very susceptible to
flooding. Our airports� locations demand precise weather forecasting
and information on current conditions.

Because of our mountainous topography, weather forecasting is all
the more difficult and conditions can and do vary greatly from one
side of a mountain range to another.

As you know, the NWS&#39;s modernization strategy proposes all
reporting for my district be done from an office located in Charleston,
West Virginia which at points is almost 100 miles from my district&#39;s
borders. My concern is that the NEXRAD system be able to accurately,
consistently, and with a high dependability be able to report and
disseminate precise weather conditions, warnings, and forecasts for all
points of my district.

Before my staff spoke with Mr. Kurt Stanford of your staff, my
office was under the distinct impression from several conversations
with the NWS that the NEXRAD program could receive certification from
information gleaned from a handful of test sites around the country.
None of the test sites on which I was briefed had much similarity to
my district&#39;s needs.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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I was interested to learn that the NWS will have to 1) certify
the effectiveness of the NEXRAD program in each area in which it is
employed and, 2) include existing personnel in my district in
certifying the NEXRAD system for southern West Virginia by comparing it
to existing facilities and personnel.

While these efforts will provide some confidence in the
accountability of the NEXRAD system, I am still concerned about the
length of time the NEXRAD system will be studied in southern West
Virginia, and the weight the local existing personnel&#39;s recommendations
will have on the overall certification process. As you know, from the
local office to the Secretary&#39;s desk is indeed a long road with many
sidetracks and opportunities for other considerations to weigh heavily
on the decision making process.

The replacement of the existing weather service seems such an
essential and important element for the public welfare that some
objective source of certification ought to be included in the process.
Mr. Perkins has suggested the General Accounting Office, with the
assistance of the National Research Council. I would continue to

support this effort and ask for your thoughts on this specific issue.

I also applaud the subcommittee&#39;s support of the goals of the
Perkins&#39;s amendments. I look forward to working with you and our
colleagues in crafting these necessary and critical measures into
agreeable language.

I would certainly appreciate your thoughts on the above and I will
keep you appraised of my actions in these matters.

With warm regard, I am,

Sincerely,

NICK J. RAHALL, II
Member of Congress

NJR/tkk
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The Honorable Jim Bacchus
Member

U.S. House of Representatives
431 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Jim:

As you may know, the Science, Space, and Technology Committee
marks up the NOAA reauthorization bill on May 8. Our colleague, Chris
Perkins, will offer two important amendments to block any closings of
several National Weather Service Offices (WSO) nationwide which would
endanger weather reporting services, and thus the public safety.

While you consider the reauthorization, I would ask you to keep
two critical points in mind.

1). The National Weather Service (NWS) has testified that the
continued staffing of WSOs would fulfill the need for public liaison
services and provide a conduit for community preparedness.
Additionally, the Perkins amendment calls for an appropriate process of
comprehensive certification and personnel relocations, stating "such
action will not result in any degradation of weather services provided
to the affected area."

2). The NWS has not answered to my satisfaction a pivotal
question. Under current law, the NWS is NOT required to conduct
sid-by-side operational comparisons of the old and the new systems in
every area affected by the proposed system. As Chris has said, "the
Weather Service&#39;s planned demonstrations in Norman, Oklahoma, Denver,
and Kansas City could suffice to �prove� that a degradation of services
would not occur anywhere in the United States." I know you will agree
that the vast regions of this country differ in topography as greatly
as an Arctic winter and a summer in this City do.

I strongly support these measures, and hope you will be able to
fully consider them.

Sincerely,

NICK J. RAHALL, II
Member of Congress
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Anennneur T0 H.R. 2011

OFFERED BY MR. Psaxrus

Page 17, after line 8, insert the following new section:

SEC. 203. WEATHER RADAR REMOVAL OR DEACTIVATION.

(a) As part of its review of the National Weather
is
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Administration Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 1969 is

amended-r   �-

�� &#39;rCrNOv{:
or,deeommtB3TBn any National

weather Service radar (except for the purposes of

(1) by inserting
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AMENDMENT fa H.R. 2011
OFFERED av MR. Penxxns

Page l7, after line 8, insert the following new section:

1 SEC. 203. PUBLIC INSTITUTION LIAISON AND COMMUNITY

PREPAREDNESS.

�LJJIQIn order to maintain liaison with public institutions.

4 and to assist in community preparedness. the Secretary shall

5 provide at least one National weather service liaison officer

6g for each area receiving such public institution liaison and
7 community preparedness services, as of the date of enactment

8 of this Act, from a Weather Service Office (W50), a weather

9 Service Meteorological Observatory (WSMO), or an Agricultural
10 Weather Service Center (AWSC). such liaison officer shall be

11 provided for at least two years after the H50, nsno, or AWSC
j_._.._

12 is closed, consolidated, automated. or relocated. The
1

13 Secretary shall provide such areas with sutticient personnel{____n
cf14 to ensure that the modernization and associated restructuring

___:j

l5 o the National Weather Service do not result in a
j

16 degradation in the level of public institution liaison and
-�-T

l7 community preparedness services offered to such areas.
 jf *\


