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RAHALL JOINS IN BEEFING UP P.O.N. BENEFITS

WXSHINGION, D.C. -- U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall (D-WV) has joined his

colleague U. S. Rep. Doug Applegate (D-OH) in supporting legislation

which would compel the Veterans Administration to offer outpatient

medical services to former prisoners of war.

"As it stands now, you could have spent half of your life in an

enemy camp and the government is not obligated to pay your outpatient

expenses," said Rahall. "We have a chance to change that unbelievable

fact."

The Applegate bill would make it a requirement to provide P . O .W. s

with outpatient medical services . Currently, they _m_ay provide services

if facilities are available.

"P.O.W.s suffered emotional duress equal -to, sometimes even

greater than, those who were physically impaired," said Rahall. "We

want to see to it that if they are injured here at home, they will be

provided for by the government . "

"Americans who have given their emotional and physically well-

being in defense of their country deserve fairness. This bill promises

fairness," said Rahall.
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UNITED STATES

MARCH 22, 1991

Mr. APPLEGATE introduced the following bill; which was read twice and
referred to the Committee on Veterans� Affairs

A BILL
amend title 38, United States Code, to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to furnish outpatient medical

services for any disability of a former prisoner of

 
     
     Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in Congress

assembled,
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TITLE 38�UNITED STATES CODE

VETERANS� BENEFITS

AS AMENDED THROUGH DECEMBER 30, 1988

2*

AND RELATED MATERIAL

§ 612. Eligibility for outpatient services

(a)(1) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, the Ad-
ministrator shall furnish on an ambulatory or outpatient basis
such medi services as the Administrator determines are

ded�� A

nee (A) to any veteran for a service-connected disability (includ-
ing a disability that was incurred or aggravated in line of duty
and for which the veteran �was discharged or released rrom the
active military, naval, or air service); _

(B) for any disability of _a veteran who has a service�connect-
ed disability rated at 50 percentor more; and . _

(C) to any veteran for a disability �for which the_ veteran is inreceipt of compensation under section 351 of this title or :01�
which the veteran, would be _entitled to compensation un er
that section but for a suspension pursuant_to that section (but
in the case of such a suspension, such medical services may be
furnished only  the ex_tent.that such person�s continuing 911&#39;
gibility for medical services is provided for in the Judgment or
settlement described in that section).

(2) The Administrator shall furnish on an ambulatory or outpa-
tient basis medical services or a purpose described in paragraph
(5) of this subsection-

(A) to any veteran who has a service-connected disability
rated at 30 percent or 40 percent; and

(B) to any veteran who is eligible for hospital care under sec-
tion 610(a) of this title and whose annual income (as deter-
mined under section 503 of this title) does not exceed the maxi-
mum annual rate of pension that would be applicable to the
veteran if the veiteran were eligible for pension under section
521(d) of this title.

(3) The Administrator may fugi�gli on an ambulatory or outpa-
tient basis medical services w ic t e Administrator determines

are needed- 
     
     (A) to any veteran who is a former risoner of war;

(B) to any veteran of the Mexican order period or of World
War I; and

(C) to any veteran who is in receipt of increased pension or
additional comfensation or allowances based on the need of
regular aid an attendance or by reason of being ermanentlyhousebound (or who, but for the receipt of retired) pay, would
be in receipt of such pension, compensation, or allowance).

(4) Subject to subsection (f) of this section, the Administrator may
furnish on an ambulatory or outpatient basis medical services for a
purpose described in paragraph (5) of this subsection to an veter-
an who is eligible for hospital care under section 610 of t is title
and:_who is not otherwise eligible for such services under this sub-
sec ion.

(5)(A) Medical services for a purpose described in this paragraph
are medical services reasonably necessar in preparation for 0s i-tal admission or to obviate the need of ospital admission. In t�e
case of a veteran described in paragraph (4) of this subsection, serv-
ices to obviate the need of hospital admission may be furnishedorig to the extent that facilities are available.

)_ In the case of a veteran who has been furnished hospital care,
nursing home care, or domiciliary care, medical services for a pur-
pose described in this paragraph include medical services reason-
ably necessary to complete treatment incident to such care. Such
medical services may not be provided for a period in excess of 12
months after discharge from such care. However, the Administra-
tor ma authorize a longer eriod in an case if the Administrator
finds t at a longer period is required y reason of the disability
being treated.

(6) In addition to furnishing medical services under this subsec-
tion through Veterans� Administration facilities, the Administrator
{nay furnish such services in accordance with section 603 of this

i e.

(Amended P.L. 87-583, §2; P.L. 94-581, §§ 103(a)(1), 210(a)(3)(A);
P.L. 97-295, §4(17)(A), (B); P.L. 99-272, §19011(b); P.L. 99-576,
§ 202; P.L. 100-322, § l01(a).(b).(h).)

(b)(1) Outpatient dental services and treatment, and related
dental appliances, shall be furnished under this section only for a
dental condition or disability-�


