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Dear Colleague: 5/

�listening The most recent draft oi the GATT agreement has the following dangerous ;
ramifications:

"&#39; U.S. laws that are more protective than the standards set by international
b-odies could be challenged by another country as an unfair trade barrier.
This includes laws setting maximum pesticide residues. regulations banning
food additives and vitally important environmental laws.

"� These laws would be held to violate GATT unless they are found to be
scientifically justified. But that decision would not be made in our courts -
instead it would be made by a three-member GATT nel. comprised of
members from other countries who may have no un erstanding of US. laws.
Under GATT rules. the panel would meet in secret. with no opportunity for
public comment. It is not at all clear what would be needed to provide the
required adequate scientific justification.

" Many U.S. environmental laws would be o n to attack. This includes laws
to protect endangered species. the oceans. phins. and the stratospheric
ozone layer -� as well as future efforts to stop global warming. These laws
work to protect the world&#39;s ecosystems by controlling the import of products
that are manufactured or procured in a manner that is not environmentally
sound. Our nation would then be forced to choose between these important
laws and the threat of international sanctions. i
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We have worked hard in this country to adopt strong environmental. food safetyand labor standards. Yet the draft GA_T&#39;I� agreement could force_ the U.S. to_replacemany of those standards with weaker, international standards. Sznoe GATT is still being
negotiated. it is not too late. Cosponsoring House Concurrent Resolution 246 will help tosend this message. A �

Sincerely.

RICHARD A. GEP T A. WAX AN &#39;
House Majority Leader Chairman. Subcommittee on

«Ith and the Environment
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oaoups THAT surponr HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 246
ENVIRONM ENTAL

American Cetacean Society
American Humane Association
American So-cietznfor the Prevention
of Cruelty to imals

Clean Water Action
Committee for Humane Legislation
Earth Island Institute
Environmental Action
Environmental Investigation Agency
Friends of the Earth
Humane Society of the US.
Marine Mammal Fund
National Coalition Against the

Misuse of Pesticides
National Toxics Campaign
Sierra Club
Society for Animal Protective

Legislation
World Society for the Protection of Animals

Amalgamated Clothing and Textile
Workers Union

Communication Workers of America
Food and Allied Service Trades.

AFL-C10
International Association of

Machinists
International Union of Electronic,

Electrical. Salaried. Machine &
Furniture Workers

Jewish Labor Committee
Oil. Chemical and Atomic Worker

International Union
Service Employees International

Union
A United Food and Commercial Workers

International

���e���f

CONSUMER

Center for Science in the
Public Interest _ _

Community Nutrition Institute
Government Accountability Project
National Consumers League
Public Voice for Food and Health Policy
Public Citizen

AGRICULTURAL

Amer_ican Agriculture Movement. Inc.
A)s;ociation ol�PFarm Workerrtunity rogramsInstiiiite for Agriculture and 4
Trade Policy

Il&#39;llEl&#39;l&#39;l_3tlOl�la Alliance for
F.�-i�.ustainlat}:i?le A igulturéationa a � y arm oalition
National Farmers Organization
National Farmers Union

RELIGIOUS

Church of the Brethren.
Washington Office

Church Women United
Union of American Hebrew

Congre ations
United ethodist Church. General
Board of Church and Society

CITIZENS

Americans for Democratic Action
Child Labor Coalition
Development Group for Alternative

Policies
Fair Trade Campaign
League of Rural Voters
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Tnngress of the �niteh étates
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Washington, ma: 20515

March 2, 1992

UPHOLD 0.8. ENVIRONMENTAL, HEALTH AND Eh!ET¥ BTANDARDB
Dear Colleague:

As Co-Chairs of the Fair Trade Caucus, we are asking you to co-sponsor House Concurrent Resolution 246 to make it clear thatCongress will not approve any trade agreement that jeopardizes U.S.environmental, public health, or consumer safety standards.
at a time when the Administration is negotiating 2 precedentsetting international trade agreements, it is critical thatongrese maintain close guard over the preservation or Americanlaws. For example, the new GATT proposal known as the Dunkel draftthreatens to preempt many important areas of Congressional, stateand local authority. two do not want an international trade

agreement to pull the high standards or American laws down to thelowest common denominator. We do not want to give over therisdiction or our courts to a three-member GATT panel. We havealready seen preempticns of what could come in the August 1991 GATTtuna�dolphin panel decision which decreed that a U.S. environmentallaw was a barrier to trade that must be eliminated. Thie GATTruling was a direct challenge to the U.e. Marine Mammal Protection
H. Con. Res. 246 directs the President to negotiate a GATTagreement that is gpmpgtihlg with U.3. health, safety, labor andenvironmental laws. This is a reasonable and fair etandard tor anytrade agreement the U.s. is considering.
It you are concerned about environmental, labor, and consumerstandards in the ongoing NAFTA and Uruguay Round of the GATTnegotiations, we urge you to support our colleagues Dick Gephardtand Henry Waxman end co~epcnsor . con. Ree. 246. send the rightmessage to our trade negotiators and the American public.

Sincerely,

CY UR7%!� BYRON DORGAN
co-chai Congressional co-chair, CongressionalFair Trade caucus &#39; Fair Trade Caucus
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1 2n ONGRESS
ST ESSION

H. con. RES. 5215!?

IN THE HOUSE or azraessuwnrnvasr

Mr. HAXMAN (for himse r, Hr. GEPHARDT; Hr. YDEN, Mr. zxonsxn.r. Conveas, Mr. 0RD o� Michigan. Mr. RDHN. Mr- ERMA": Hr-§0WNEY, Mr. ESPY, Hrs. ENN LLY. Hr. LEWIS of �eorgia, M�.CDE M071. Mr. HATSUI. Mr. EY Hr. DLVER Mr. 055. Mr. usso
Mr. ANDERS Mr. SCHUMER Mr. ORRES. and_Hr. WEISS} submitted-
the following concurrent resolution: Wh1¢h was re E3125 t0
the Committee on

SEE ATTACHED FOR ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of Congress with respect to the relation of
trade agreements to health, safety. labor. and environmental
laws or the United states.

94.21.92 12:09 PM pea
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HAXMAN095

Whereas a General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (hereinafter in

this resolution referred to as the "GATT") dispute

resolution panel decreed on August l6.&#39;l99l, that certain
provisions or the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972

designed to protect dolphins are a barrier to trade and must

be eliminated;

Whereas the GATT panel ruling additionally declared that nations
may not have laws that protect health, safety, or the
environment beyond that nation�: geographic borders, or laws

that take into account the process or conditions under which

a product is produced or harvested:

whereas the GATT panel ruling may also jeopardize other United
States laws and international agreements intended to protect
global resources, including provisions that protect the

stratospheric ozone layer, provisions to save endangered

species, provisions to discourage driftnet fishing, and

provisions for the protection of whales; and

Whereas ongoing negotiations for the Uruguay Round of the GATT,

reflected in the December 1990 draft agreement and the United

States-Mexico Free Trade Agreement, could weaken United

States health, safety, labor, and environmental laws,

including laws adopted by state and local authorities: Now,
therefore, be it
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Reeclved by the House cf Representatives (the Senate

concurring) &#39;

SECTION 1. PRESIDENT.

The Congress calls upcn the President tc initiate and
complete negctiaticne, as part cf the current Uruguay Round
GATT talk, to make the GATT ccmpatible with the Marine Mammal

Prctecticn Act and ether United States health. safety. labor.
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