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WEST VIRGINIA GROUPS WIN NATIONAL
TAKE PRIDE IN AMERICA AWARD

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers� Beech Fork Lake
Project and the Division of Natural Resources� Youth Conservation Program are
among the national winners in the annual Take Pride in America awards program,
U.S. Rep. Nick J. Rahall (D-WV) announced today.

&#39;&#39;while most folks know the Army Corps as a builder of locks and dams, this
award illustrates another more benign side of the agency," Rahall said. "It is great
that the outstanding work of the West Virginia Youth Conservation Program has
gained national recognition," he added.

The Take Pride in America National Awards Program recognizes individuals
and public and private organizations which have contributed to the wise use of
America�s resources. The winners are selected by a panel of judges headed by
Interior Secretary Manuel Lujan. This year there are 100 winners nationwide, three
of which are from West Virginia.

In addition to the Corps of Engineers and the West Virginia Youth
Conservation Program, also receiving an award is Pride Against Litter in Elkins.

The Beech Fork Lake Project is being recognized for its volunteer program
that resulted in the collection of five tons of garbage from the lake. The DNR�s
Youth Conservation Program received an award due to its statewide environmental
education and litter control programs. Pride Against Litter in Elkins is being
honored for its litter control efforts in Randolph County.

&#39;&#39;I want to commend the Beech Fork project manager, Ronald Hooper, and the
Huntington District for receiving this award. This award is also a tribute to the youth
groups in West Virginia who participate in the conservation program and to DNR
Director Ed Hamrick as well," Rahall said.

The award winners will be invited to Washington, D.C., for a July 21st
ceremony at Constitution Hall.
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INTERIOR SECRETARY MANUEL LUJAN � \ 6�
ANNOUNCES TAKE PRIDE IN AIWERICA I �

NATIONAL AWARD WINNERS

WASHINGTON, D.C.��Secretary of the Interior Manuel Lujan today

announced that there are stNational�:Wirf�"      Take

America awards�cprogram;:;l&#39;The competition this year was intense," said Lujan. "These

winners represent the best of America -- where citizens take responsibility and take

. action."

Nearly 850 nominations were received for this year&#39;s awards program and 276
were chosen as Finalists. WeWi��éWWw%é ¬Rmb6t���Pa�%f tof�Tudges
headed by.Secretary* Lujan, National Winners represent 35 states, the District of
Columbia, and Puerto Rico.

The National Winners and other awards program participants will be invited to
Washington, D.C. for a July �21 ceremonygat Constitution Hall, where the National
Winners will be honored.

Take Pride in America, a broad�based partnership of millions of volunteers, all
50 states, 14 federal agencies, and the private sector, educates and motivates Americans
to preserve and enhance the Nation&#39;s natural, cultural and historic public resources.

The Take Pride in America National Awards Program we

 Public and P�.Y.?t6 .9!ganizations�cwhic1ithaygsmmhuteq  use of .2
.} Agge�ca&#39;s resoutcés; Individuals and groups competed in 10 categories including:
�gill Constituent Organizations/Civic Associations, Businesses/Corporations, Youth, Media,

Federal Governments.
.. I ,_ . A� R» -~�~..t,., ._

Educational Institutions,  Partnerships, and Local, State and

--TPIA--

Note to Editors: A listing of the Winners is attached.
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