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RAHALL TEl.l.S EIIKZATIRS T0 "SEIZE THE DAY"
-- RtRAL EIJKATICN FACES LNPRECEDBJTED OPPGTIINITY --

WASHINGION, D.C. - U.S. Rep. Nick Rahall (D-WV) yesterday told
the National Association of State Sc�nool Boards of Education that
education in rural America is on the decline but has an unprecedented
opportunity to turn that around.

"None of our problems are inevitable. I &#39;ve read the Bible, and no
where does it say anything indicating that it is God&#39;s will that there
be rural decline," said Rahall.

Speaking at the State Boards� 14th Annual Legislative Conference
held in Washington, D.C. , Rahall spoke to the Education officials about
the crisis going on in rural America&#39;s schools: "Rural communities
allocate large percentages of their resources for education, but their
low tax and enrollment bases limit what they can provide.

"Without adequate funding, rural schools cannot recruit and retain
good teachers, offer a broad range of subjects or purchase necessary
materials and equipment, especially computers," said Rahall.

Rahall urged the federal government to start opening up some the
defense budget for education needs, and offered part of the House
Democratic Budget resolution as a solution.

"We can gain access to $300 billion in defense dollars, removing
at least $50 billion for starters, using 40 percxant for deficit
reduction and the other 60 percent for a Fiscal Year 1993 investment in
America . Using that money create jobs and provide quality education
from cradle to grave," said Rahall.

Rep. Rahall also complimented West Virginia State Superintendent,
Henry Marockie, who he said has "already begun for West Virginia what
the rest of rural America must undertake to do - use computers to
bring new hope to rural schools." Dr. Marockie&#39;s program hopes to put
a computer in every West Virginia classroom by the end of the century.
He has already invested $70 million in putting at least one cctrputer in
every first grade classroom.
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March 16, 1992

Representative Nick Joe Ftahali. ll � /JU.S. House of Representatives /)/2104 Rayburn House Office Building /09
Washington, DC 2051543452 /yr 8/

W
Thank you for accepting our invitation to speak at the National Association of State Boards of
Education/Council of Chief State School Officers 14th Annual Joint Legislative Conference on
Monday, March 23, 1992 at noon. The conference will be held at the Washington Vista Hotel;
the address is 1400 M Street, NW. Washington, DC.

Dear Congressman Ftahall,

We would like to hear your views on �Prospects for the American Family". As a Representative
from a very rural and poor state that is economically depressed, and given the current economy.
we would like to hear your views on this topic from your own personal perspective. More often
than not, the news focuses on urban plights and ignores rural America. We feel that your
presentation will lend some balance.

The lunch will begin at noon, but we suggest that you plan to speak at 12:15. That will give the
audience time to get settled and be served. The luncheon will be held In Ballroom A and the
East Room and one of our staff will meet you at the entrance to the hotel to escort you in.
However, if you prefer to come at noon. we would be delighted to have you join us for lunch.

If you or your staff have any questions about this presentation. please feel free to Contact me at
(703) 684-4000. I will be calling your office just prior to the event to check with you about nay
last minute questions you may have.

Again, thank you for agreeing to speak. We look forward to seeing you on March 23rd.

94/W

Sincerely,

\;.t._ «es.
Helen K. Fox

Associate Director
Governmental Affairs
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SPEECH BY

HONORABLE NICK J. RAHALL, II
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

STATE SCI-IOOL BOARDS OF EDUCAT�ION
"PROSPECTS FOR THE

RURAL AMERICAN FAMILY"

THANK YOU, DR. MAROCECIE, FOR YOUR GENEROUS INTRODUCTION.
BEFORE I BEGIN, JUST LET ME CONGRATULATE DR. MAROCKIE -- INDEED

ALL WV TEACHERS, ADMINISTRATORS, AND SCHOOL PERSONNEL, PARENTS AND
STUDENTS -- FORTHEGAINSTHEYHAVEMADEOVERTHEPASTYEARINSPITEOF
T&#39;HE RECESSION, DESPITE THE ONE PERCENT CUTBACK IN WV SCHOOL FUNDING.

ATTHESTARI�, ITHINKWECANALLAGREETHATAMERICA�SFUTUREIS
FORECASTINTHEIIVESOFITSCHIIDRHTANDTHEABHITYOFTHEIRFADUIIES
TORAISETHEM.

OUR JOB -- EACI-I OF US IN OUR OWN DIFF&#39;EREN&#39;T AND CIDLLECTIVE VHXYS --

ISTOHETPWHEREWECANANDWHEREAPPROPRIATETOHEIPTHOSEFAMIIIES
RAISE THOSE (1-IIIDREN -- AND I MEAN THE HEALT�HY INTACT FAMILIES AS WELL
AS THE BROKEN, FRA , NOT-SO-HEALTHY FAMILIES.

ITISTIMEFORUSTOPAUSEANDTOTAKEALOOKATOURIMAGEASA
N7-XTION. WEAREANATION �THAT IS ONTHEONEHANDSOVERY CAPTIVATED BY
YOUTH, BUTONT&#39;HEOI&#39;H&#39;ERHANDISLEAVINGITSYOUNGBEHII\ID.

THESE DAYS, IN BOIH POPULAR CULTURES AND IN THE ACTIONS OF
PROMINENT CITTZENS, THERE ARE NOT ENOUGH POSITIVE MESSAGES OR IMAGES TO
GUIDE OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH. THERE IS MUCH GOING ON TODAY THAT
UNDERMINES THE VALUES OF HONESTY, HUMAN DIGNITY, AND SERVICE TO OTHERS.

5._ ,.. O

BUTTI-IEBOTIOMLINEAPPEARSTOB --ANDWECANBETHANKFULFOR
T&#39;HIS --�I�I-HXTANYTIMEWESTARTTOSETTHETONEFORECONOMICREGDVERY,
OR INT&#39;ERNATIONAL COMPETITIVENESS , OR NATIONAL SECURITY -- IT AUWXYS
HINGES ON ONE WORD:

EDUCATION

I AM GOING TO SPEAK TO YOU TODAY ABOUT RURAL EDUCATION FOR THE

MOSTPARI�, BECAUSE IFITRYTOBRINGINALLTHERELATEDNEEDSINRURAL
AMERICA-SUCHASHEALTHCAREACCESSANDAFFORDABILITY, SUCHAS
ECDNOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOR BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY, OR SUCH AS ITS UNIQUE
EDUCATIONAL NEEDS, I WILL BE HERE AIL DAY. AND SO WILL YOU.
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]1\IOUR(I)MMUNITIES,URBANANDRURAL,WEFINDKIDSSIRUGGIJ1\IG
AGAINST SERIOUS DRUG ADDICTION, OR HEAVY PEER PRESSURE TO BECDME USERS.
INOURGDMMUNITIESWEFINDCHILDRENINFOSTERCAREWITHNOPLACETO
CALLHOME. ANDWEFINDF1RIC§iT&#39;ENEDTEENAGERSONVIOLENTSI&#39;REETSOFOUR
CITIES--ANDNOTJUSTLASVEGASANDNEWYORK,BUTIN,OFALLPLACES,
KANSASCITY.

WHY "OF ALL PLACES?"
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THE EDUCATIONAL OBSTACLES CREATED BY POVERTY, SCARCE RESOURCES,
AND ISOLATION IN RURAL AMERICA ARE ENORMOUS. THEY SIMPLY CANNOT BE
ADDRESSED F&#39;ROM A REGIONAL BASIS ALONE.

AND, UNLIKETHEIRCOUNTERPARTSINURBANANDSUBURBANAREAS-RURAL
SGIOOLSCANNOTCALLUPONTT-EPRIWXTESECIORTOS[PPORT&#39;DEIRPK)GRN4S,
OR CALL UPON LOCAL BUSINESSES TO "ADOPT A SCHOOL," A POPULAR CONCEPT
AND PRACTICE FOR INNER-CITY SCHOOLS.

~  . 4rr&#39;°P"&#39;°"�.
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MOST OF ALL, RURAL AMERICA NEEDS COST EFFICIENT SOLUTIONS TO
PROBLEMS OF ISOLATION.

TODAY, WITH THE NATION STILL IN RECESSION, AND WITH ALL SCHOOLS
HAVING HAD THEIR RESOURCES SEVERELY DIMINISHED, RURAL SCHOOLS ARE BEING
ASKED TO PLAY EVEN MORE SIGNIFICANT ROLES IN THE REI�RAINING AND RE-
EDUCATION OF ADULTS DISLOCATED FROM TRADITIONAL FARMING AND INDUSTRIAL
OCCUPATIONS.

RURAL FOLKS CAN� T MAKE THE JOB TRANSITION WITHOUT SOME PREPARATION
-- AND THIS PREPARATION IS GOING TO REQUIRE NEW AND ADDITIONAL
INVESTMENT IN EDUCATION SPECIFICALLY FOR RURAL SCHOOLS AND

INSTITUTIONS .



MOS&#39;I&#39; OFWESTVIRGJNIA, IF I1VIAYBEPAK)CHIALFORAMO1V[E!N&#39;I�, IS
RURAL -- ABOUI� 53 PERCENT I BELIEVE. OUR STATE SUPERIN&#39;I&#39;ENDEN&#39;I�, HENRY
MAROCKIE, HASALREADY BEGUN FORWESI&#39;VIRGINIAWHAT&#39;IHERESI&#39;OFRURAL
AMERIc:AMUsI&#39;UNDER&#39;rAKE&#39;IODO��AND&#39;IHAT IS&#39;IOUSE�IHEAVAII_ABLE

ELEGIRONIC TECHNOLOGIES IHAT OFFER OONSIDERABLE HOPE IO RURAL SCHOOI_S .

DR. MAROCKIE�S PROGRAM IS IHE BASIC s1<ILLs/OOMPUIER PROGRAM WHICH IS
INIENDEDIOPLAGEAOOMPUIERANDA C1-IERTRAINEDINITSUSEINEVER

Ol."&#39;��$�76         .k I
  A 10-YEAR

&#39;5 
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BUT SUCH TEQ-INOLOGIES INCLUDE INSTRUCTION IN ADVANCED MAI�H AND

SCIENCE, AND IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES. AND IN RURAL AMERICA WHERE �THERE
ARE SHORIAGES OF �TEACHERS ANYWAY -- AND PARTICULARLY TEACHERS WITH

SPECIALIZED �TRAINING -- �THESE COMPU&#39;I&#39;ERIZED INST&#39;RUCTION PROGRAMS CAN

ALMOST TAKE THE PLACE OF HIGHLY TRAIINED TEACHERS. IN �THE ABSENCE OF

SUCH TEACHERS, �THEY ARE �THE BEST, AND PERHAPS ONLY, SOLUTION �THERE IS.

IN 1990, THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION REPORTED, AND I QUOTE:
"NO COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL SURVEY ON �THE! CDNDITION OF RURAL EDUCATION

HASEVERBEENUNDERIAKEN. MOREDVER, WHILE&#39;TI-TEREAREANUMBEROF
INFORMATION SOURCES , DATA ON RURAL EDUCATION ARE NOT CONSISTENT . "

WELL, �THAT IS NO LONGER QUITE �TRUE. FIRST OF ALL, &#39;I&#39;HE DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION HAS UNDERTAKEN SUCH A STUDY OF RURAL EDUCATION, AND IT IS
WELL UNDEFMAY.

MORE RECEN&#39;I�LY, �THE CHILDREN&#39;S DEFENSE FUND HAS PUBLISHED ITS
FIRST-EVER IN-DEPTH STUDY OF RURAL AMERICA, ENTI&#39;I&#39;LED: "FALLING BY &#39;I&#39;HE
VEYSIDE: CHILDREN IN RURAL AMERICA."

IFYOUHAVEN&#39;TREADIT, GETITANDREADIT.
�THE DEPARTMENTS STUDY WHICH IS UNDEFGAEY, AND �THE C.D.F. SIUDY I

JUST CITED, ARE IMPORTANT -- BECAUSE �THE FOCUS ON EDUCATION REFORM THAT
BEGAN IN 1983 WITH �THE RELEASE OF "A NATION AT RISK" HAS DONE VERY

LITTLE �TO EXAMINE �THE PROBLEMS FACING RURAL SCHOOLS .

�TO STATE �THE OBVIOUS: RURAL STUDENTS FACE LONGER COMMUT&#39;ES , AS DO
PARENTS WHO ARE INVOLVED IN THEIR CHILDREN&#39;S EDUCATION AND EXTRA

CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES . RURAL STUDENTS ATTEND OLDER, OFTEN DILAPIDATED
SCHOOLS IN NEED OF MUCH REPAIR AND RENOVATION. RURAL STUDENTS HAVE

LESS ACCESS �TO NEW &#39;I&#39;EC.&#39;rINOLOGIES AND INNOVATIVE TEAQ-IING METHODS, AND
MUCH LESS ACCESS �TO POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES , AND �TO PRE-
SCHOOL, EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS .

H. A  O~:a»ae:*
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FINALLY, LET DE EMPHASIZE TIE NEED TO IMPROVETI-E PRE-CIDILEKSIATE
PREPARATIONOFRURALSIUDENTSTOALIOWTHEMTOPURSUECAREERS, SUCHAS
VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE, IN A MANNER SUITED FOR �II-E 2lS&#39;T CENTURY.

I HAVE NOW IDENTIFIED MANY OF TEE RURAL PROBLEMS -- ESPECIALLY

THOSE DEALING WITH EDUCATION. AND YOU ARE WONDERING:

WHATINTI-EWORIDAREWEDOINGABOUTIT,ORWHATDOWEPLAN&#39;IODO
ABOUTIT?

WELL, FIRST WE HAVE �IO ASSURE THAT ATTENTION IS PAID �IO SPECIFIC
RURAL IMPACT WHEN WE DISCUSS ANY REFORMS AT TI-E NATIONAL LEVEL WEEIHER

IT IS REFOH4 OF EDUCATION, REFORM OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES, OR OIHER
REFORMS AIMED TO BRING ABOUT ECONOMIC RECIJVERY.

ITWIILREX2U&#39;.lREMASSIVE]1\IVES�I1VIENTOFFUNDS --OFDOLLARS --FROM
GOVERNMENT, FROM BUSINESS, FROM INDUSTRY.
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COMING OUT OF THE DEEPEST RECESSION WE&#39;VE HAD SINCE WORLD I/WXR II

-- STILL lEESN&#39;T ALTER ANY OF THE REASONS 
     
           A
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ANDWENEEDTOGAINACCESSTO, ANDTOTI-IENSPENDTHOSEFTREED-UP
DEFENSE DOLLARS IN MANY DIFFERENT WXYS -- BUT ESPECIALLY TO SUPPORT

FAMILIES -- BY PROVIDING JOBS, FOOD, SHELTER, IEAL&#39;IH CARE AND YES,
EDUCATION FOR EVERY AGE GROUP, EVERY ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL, THROUGHOUT
AMERICA. .

WHAT ARE THE PROSPECI&#39;S FOR RURAL AMERICAN FAMILIES?

I DIDN&#39;T BRING MY CRYSTAL BAIL WITH ME, BUT RIGHT NOW, AS WE MAKE
A VERY STOW CLIMB OU&#39;T OF A VERY DEEP RECESSION -- TIE PROSPECTS FOR

RURALAMERICAAREGOOD, PROVIDEDWEKEEPTIEDIFFERENCES INMINDASWE
STRIVE �IO BRING ECONOMIC STABILITY BACK �IO AMERICA.

STATES, CITIES AND COUNTIES ARE STILL PICKING UP TIE TAB AND
FILLING TI-E HOLES LEFT BY DISAPPEARING FEDERAL FUNDING ACROSS �IIE

SPECI&#39;RUM OF AIL POSSIBLE DOMESTIC PROGRAMS -- �IO &#39;ITE EXTENT THAT TI-EY

HAVETAXED&#39;IHEMSELVFS&#39;IO&#39;ITEHILT --ANDTI-EYCAN&#39;TAFFORD&#39;IOADD

ANOIHER PENNY �IO TIE TAX COIIJMN BACK HO1\E.

WELL, WELEARNFDAIONG TDE AGO �I&#39;HAT MONEY DOESN�TGROWON TREES.
WEAREAI.SOLEARNING&#39;IHATWEMUSTGETDEF&#39;ICIT SPENDINGDOWN. WECAN"

DO THATAND IMPROVE �IT-E PROSPECTS OF TIEAMERICAN F&#39;AMILY AT TIE SAFE

TIDE -- BOTH RURAL AND URBAN -- BY GEITING ACCESS �IO $300 BILLION IN



DEFENSE DOLLARS, REMOVING AT LEAST $50 BILLION FOR STARTERS, USING 40
PERCENTOFTI-IATONDEFICITREDUCI&#39;ION,ANDTHEOIHER6O PER FORA
1993 NEW BEGINNING -- BEGINNING �IO INVEST IN AMERICA --  : j
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ENOUGHBADNEWS. ENOUGHDOOMANDGIOOM. AI.ONGSIDEALLOUR

FAILINGS AND ALL OUR UNPRECEDENTED PROBLEMS, WE ALSO HAVE UNPRECEDENTED
OPPORTUNITIES BEFORE US. THE CHALLENGE IS TO MAKE GOOD USE OF T&#39;HOSE
OPPORTUNITIES -- RIGHT HERE AND RIGH&#39;I&#39; NOW.

THEQUESTIONIS: WHE.&#39;IHERWEWILLACCEPI&#39;T&#39;HEGRACEWEHAVEBEEN
GIVEN. THEREISGRACEINALLOURLIVES--BOIHPROFESSIONALAND

PERSONAL.

ARE
I    :19?

THAT ITI  Is   I BE

I&#39;M NO SCIENTIST, BUT I CAN&#39;T FIND A &#39;IHING THAT POINTS TOWXRD A
NATURAL LAW SOMEWHERE THAT DICTATFS INEVITABLE RURAL DECLDIE. BECAUSE

WE CAN BE INVOLVED IN EDUCATION, WE HAVE &#39;IHE MOST POWERFUL FORCE KNOWN
TOMANINOURHANDS. WEHAVETHECHOICE, ANDTHECI-IANCE, �IOUSE&#39;I�HAT
POWER �IO FOSTER IAS&#39;I�ING INS�I&#39;I&#39;I&#39;U&#39;I&#39;IONAL REFORM, AND SPARK &#39;IHE
REJUVENATION OF OUR RURAL COMMUNITIES.

IWOUIDLIKENOIHINGMORETHANTOATLEASTGIVEYOUAVISIONOFA
BEIT�ER TOMORROW, A BETTER SOCIETY -- AND TO CHALLENGE YOU TO BELIEVE IN
THATVISION.

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMEN&#39;I&#39; CANNOI� BEAR THE FULL CIDSTS, NOR TAKE FULL
RESPONSIBILITY FOR TOMORROW� S FAMILIES AND THE C&#39;HII.DEN THEY ARE

RAISING.

BUI�WHENAMERICANS HAVE BEEN CONFRONTEDWITHWHAT IS REAL, AND
WHAT ISN&#39;T -- T�HEY INVARIABLY HAVE DONE THE THINGS TO MAKE IT RIGHT.

INTHECASEOFTHEFUTUREOFTHEAMERICANFAMILY --ANDTHEPROSPECTS

FOR THEM AND FOR RURAL FAMILIES -- MY MONEY IS ON THE AMERICAN PEDPLE.

THANK YOU.


