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Dear Colleague:

In case you missed the Washington Post editorial,
Sunday, the 26th, a copy is attached.

With kindest regards, I remain

Sincerely yours,

areBur1eson
."�7.&#39;.? a F��..5�.!..3 :~ \Ii
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�ii�! person to whom President Ford iassigins the job
of tlrssigrriiiig a system to ration gasoline. 3_&#39;l�l1e&#39;P_rcsiclent.

"thinl<;s that rationing is a terrible idea and wants to
[cult (:0tlSttlllpl�l()l&#39;t lily raising prlcesand taxes instead.
,l�ht a l�jt�t�:ti1 many. weltintentionrirl.senators and con-i
iftmztnuzt think that rationing: is �much fairer. We are
nmv gioiugt to sttppwze thn.t llugv win the (~mnin,s{ ilfflll),

�ll l�.&#39;ll&#39;t«H-ll.lt�:{ law is (_�ll{l(&#39;l.t�tl, and you are ;tppltitttictl to

C 
     
     an

all up the opaitalioit. &#39;l�lu~ basic }_iro_s:ran1 is; «~lc:ir. &#39;l�ln~ir.:
� �imnaiu mtlft� ft law minor i::::uc5»: of policy tltzit a sensible

Iwlg&#39;:?.t\ll lllltl ymu:&#39;<olt shouhl have no tlitficnltzy rcmlvitn:
t:&#39;lllltr�l�;lly&#39; ntul»-~---to, repeal�. the key wor(l«~--M-,tairly.

�and yourfirst inclination is_to� give, them t;o every
� .. liitt�n£o<l (lriver. Tlnit l)l�llll.~_IS you to t.l&#39;1e_:l&#39;amily in which �

lmlh iwarciits and all t_hrec t(?0ll~ll{.{()(l cltilttifcnr have
ll.t&#39;,t.l�l�lf~it�.�~. It they l_1aveifit*eirat..ion books, the kids can
.,(Tttlltllltlt� to driveto school. You think that they 0l.l§,{llt
to tsilm their-. school hns, and you revoke the kids� coupons.
llttt; �tln;~n you learit that they all have part�time jobs~--- �
one ot them plays the Xylophone in a rock. h:md~�-eand

L jtltyy will be unemployed it they can&#39;t drive. You�§._tet
 a call from the~\Vhite Ilouse telling you not to� contri- .
�_�~l1ll.lt(3 to unemployment,�which islrisinr� You give in,_�_
~~and return the kids� ratiorrboolcs.H&#39;I�hat givesthe]
&#39; f;m1il_\&#39;..five times as much gas as the widow across the

&#39;5

.«b &#39;_

street wltose t;ln&#39;ee children are all under 16.,_
� i _Coi1tiiit1ing, the crusade for fairness, you take� up the
�case of Faxnily A, whose harassed father has to com &#39;
mute 30 miles to work every day, and Family B next

�door, whose father runs a mail order business out of
� his lrvascnient. Fzunily B goes to the beach every week- .

 �cn<l~~-~vcry inexpensively because, as the congressional-
,Jn.o(te clear, the point of rationing isto avoid raisinxg�
� prices, tI~�core another point for fairness and turn to the
whose of. two suburban communities, a mile apart, one �
ill. wlticit has bus service to and from central c.ity and
flirt other of which does �not.�ll.easonablyl enough, you
1&#39;,l,\=e loss gas to people In the community with buses

.-«~~untitiyou discover that none of them works in the
;~cmtt;t�al t;?llfy&#39;. They allsecm to work� in other suburbs,
.ino.=t of �which have no public transportation. Your

iwpottse, obviously, is to make everyone in the United ,
5:ii.&#39;_ll&#39;t_�f�3 fill out a form showing where he worl<s."l�hcn
you hire a cmnputcr firm to identify those who can {set .
to lllt�ll� jobs by public transit in less than 90 l&#39;llllll.ll}(�.S
with no more than tltrcc tr:ntstm&#39;::; they will get lower
votlpons, &#39;l&#39;ltci&#39;c tun certain tlitflcnltlhsz in cnt.orcln5,{
7tlw.:o rulris, as you concede to several con;t,t&#39;cssiott:tl

-,:(�.t3ltlllllllrl:�.¬.,�S, but you expect toibc able to lnnnllc them
&#39;uith the expanded appropriations that you have I&#39;O*..
� qttcslctl to hiremore federal gas investigators.

0 , i . -~
 4 Nbtv that you are bcg:hutn1g.: to not the hzing ot_ the

v
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. tiling!-, you will want to proceed to&#39;the case of. the salcs~
&#39; man who flies to an airport and rents a car. It you
l::=:nc gins to the ronta-car.companies,,the salesman,

� tnhglit. he teinntcil to use one otthelr cars to.tal<o his

ion, A Go§otirre�l�
,,&#39;)__é&#39;.4.f�~&#39;"7¥5� � r i i

t  151� US soririose. for �aimoment, thatyou �are their �

The. first question is tolwhom to izive Tration bool<s,i H

0

»faniily~ on a vacation. But the ,salesman&#39;s personal cou-
. .pons_&#39;won�t&#39; cover company trips. Now you have to
�tiecltte how much&#39;g:asoline to give to companies, and
" wlilclrhttsiness trips are cssentml. You mirght turn,

that over to the stattthat you set up to cleclcle wliich_
 tlelivcry services are cssm1l,ia&#39;l and ltow_t,o prevent «ale-U�

livery t.rln:l«;s from lw:~in,t{ tutor! for per.<;nn:tl�ln.is;ihc:;;;;.
llv �l.lw> way. you ll.&#39;ll.»�l� ll! Hlltfiltlul� tilt: ttllltl ;�vvtn&#39;i<. ~

for ct»-ztllllltlrs, tin: ,lalnn�r�r with l.l&#39;~y&#39;t�&l tar out in iTils"�. r:»nn&#39;l~
tow. .�iotne \v0cl«;�:: ln~�:: (,�llllll(t}fl�.l.,l lat� .t�r�(un .ltolno amt cm:rl-
toulm lmnrlrcilrl of tnilcs. ilrnne tvcr:-l«::: he lllltlri worltc.
l�lt�ill"l�l_y, .�s�rnnc �»V(&#39;.l;�lt.&#39;l hn�s unotnployrzrl, particularly wlten
the W.t&#39;,�{ll.llt§�,l".&#39;~i bail. You post. agprizo for the ,torrl�ntla to

l cover that one. i &#39; p. &#39; . � &#39; � r
&#39; You are licginnirng to discover the �great truth that v

A i simple �rules are never fair, and the fairer the Sjy�Si,(3ll1:£&#39;
 gets the more cornplicated it has to become. l�)ven"~~iu

�..

World War II, when there were only one-thircl as many ..
cars and the. national clependence on them was far less
prohounced, it was necessary to set up hoards of citi-
7,ens.in every coimmlnity to rule on a flood �of. spec-ial

-i l�(�.t�1l_.l££St£l,, hardships, grievances and (:i�l£lll.¬3lll§C�:�a&#39;. It is
a method that reipiiros, unfo1tunat.cly, a. tnz1ss:l»:i*.&#39;le in»
vasion of personal. privacy. Amerlcatis acceptetl it then.
as atemporary wartime expedient. But the present
etnerggcncy is not temporary. &#39;   i «

A year ago, when the Nixon
siclering ratlonin{2;, the planners sttgggestetl simply giv-
ing everyone the same number of coupons and letting;

�admini::<tral.ion was con

people buy and sell them �lcgztlly on a �wliite inarl-cot,� .
as they called it. But in a white market the laborer
twith the long trip to work would have to bid agsainst
the family that w.tmts to drive its station wagon to
Yosemite for its vacation. Unilcr l�resir.lent l«&#39;oril&#39;s price ,

� scheme, at least the country would know iougghly what
&#39; thc_incrcaseil price of. fuel. would be. In a white market,
i no one could say how high the l)l(.l(lll�1g might go, or how
widely it;,mi{:ht fluctuate from one.sr~ason to lanot.ho,r.

(louggress, and specifically the l)e~mocral.ic ltiadcraliip,
is hchavin;�a; ~rathcr liaclly. lots committees have been crow
p1o;rin,<; the economics and t,cclm.olo,r;y oi� encr,&#39;f.:y with
considcra.l.)�l,e skill for more than two years, and they
unclorstancl the cltoices as well as the administration &#39;

(loos. The Ilemocratic le:uler:=;l1ip�s cries for f;urthcr tie»-
lay now are hardly more than a plea metcl_v to pnSt.pun¬:!
tinplcasant but 1n�;_:cmt decisions. A year ago, when l"rcsi«-� r "V n o I l , , .
(lent Nixon asked for rattrmlng authority, (.on;grcss sanl
that rationing was t.tttpoptil:nf; the law never [1Il;§,";{3(l,
Now tlnlt l�lt�.�lltll.&#39;,lll. l~�orrl )ll&#39;(.t[ttt:~;r3.~&#39;t the (silo-r alterttttllvc,

&#39;ltip;lwr,pi-ices, (&#39;.(lllt(l�U:lf;tll(£l�l cite polls to show that
people would prefer rationing. .

In the present state of {general ihtlcci::ion, the truest
widely popularposition is probably the one 1&#39;(?[l[&#39;(_?j~;9t1t;(3(l
by Gov. ltlclrlrim &#39;l�honn;on of New ll�:i1npsliire. Gov.
&#39;l�hotitson opposes both ,rat;ionin;_: and ltitzlicr prices. lie
would prefer, evidently, �simply returning to the halcyon
days of ;ltl72 before tltc.&#39;(vm&#39;:x.�;_:y i.&#39;~;qttee�/.e took hold of
us. it is a pleasant hlca. llutlt. is not, unfortunately, one,
of the real Cll0lC(1�.�.l~-I10i. oven for lttew llampshlrc.
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