
INTERSTATE: NATURAL GAS - ALASKA GAS   MELCHER, JOHN
H. R. 12983 (HOS)

September 30. 1976

pear Colleague:
g The Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline Procedural Bill will be acted on
by the House today. The rule calls for consideration of the Interior
Committee substitute.

_ Don&#39;t be alarmed -- the bill will protect all rights of Members
to offer amendments and the ultimate result will be a shortening of
the red tape and procedures to deliver both Alaskan natural gas and
pi; to all areas of the lower &#39;48 that are short of these resources.

. Our bill adds three key provisions to the Commerce Committee&#39;s
draft:

Ruppe, Johnson, Melcher Amendment - Equitable distribution of natural
gas to midwest, eastern and western regions of the country
� (Page 6, C a D) Requires that all areas of the country

receive natural gas.

Young Amendment
. (Section 13) Permits Alaska (with its -60 degree temper-

atures) to use its royalty share of natural gas for its
own people.

Seiberling Anti-Trust Amendment
(Sections 14 and 19) Require anti�trust oversight.

Udall, Miller Amendment
i (Section 8) Allows for tighter congressional review of

the proposed route.

Alaskan Oil Distribution
2 (Section 18) Requires Presidential report to facilitate

equitable distribution of Alaskan oil to crude oil~short
areas of the country in the north and midwest, making
more oil available also to the northeast.

Each of these proposals can be modified under the rule that I
hope you will consider and accept them as equitable and needed.

JOHN MELCHER



[COMMITTEE PRINT]
�SEPTEMBER 29, 1976

Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute Recommended

by the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs for the
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee Substitute
to S. 3521

1 Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu
2 thereof the following:

3   SHORT TITLE

4 SECTION 1. This Act may be cited as the �Alaska

5 Natural Gas Transportation Act of 1.97 6�.

5 CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS

7  2. The Congress �nds and declares that-

8 (1) a natural gas supply shortage exists in the

9 contiguous States of the United States;

10 (2) large reserves of natural gas in the State of

11 Alaska could help signi�cantly to alleviate this supply
12 shortage;
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(3) the expeditious construction of a viable natural

gas transportation system for delivery of Alaska natural

gas to United States markets is in the national interest;

and 
     
       4) the determinations whether to authorize a trans-
portation system for delivery of Alaska natural gas to

the contiguous States and,  so, which system to select,

involve questions of the utmost importance respecting
national energy policy, international relations, national
security, and economic and environmental impact, and

therefore should appropriately be addressed by the Con-

gress and the President in addition to those Federal of-

�cers and agencies assigned functions under law pertain-

ing to the selection, construction, and initial operation of

such a system. 
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1 gas designated by the President pursuant to 860550� 7
2 (a) or 8( b) and approved by joint resolution of the
3 Congress pursuant to section 8.
4 FEDERAL POWER COMMISSION REVIEWS AND REPORTS

5 SEC. 5_ (a ) (1 ) Notwithstanding any provision of the
(5 Natural Gas Act or any other provision of law, the Com-
7 mission shall suspend all proceedings pending before the C om-
8 mission on the date of enactment of this Act relating to a

9 System for the transportation of Alaska natural gas as soon
10 as the Commission determines to be practicable after such
11 date, and the Commission may �°9f�39 t0 act on any applica-
12 tion, amendment thereto, or other requests for action under
13 the Natural Gas Act relating to a system for the transporta-
14 tion, of Alaska natural gas until such time as (A) (1 d907»3"0�
15 of the President designating such a 83/39� for approval takes
16 elfect pursuant to section 8, (B) "0 �Ch decisian takes e�ect
17 Pursuant to section 8, 07&#39; (O) the President decides mt ta
18 designate such a system for approval under section 8 and
19 so advises the Co7l9"°933rP�"°3�a"t to section 7&#39; .
20 (2) In the event a decision of the President designating
21 such a system takes e�ect pursuant, to this Act, the Com-
22 mission shall f07°thw�5th vacate P�"0°9ed":&#39;"�93 suspended under
23 paragraph (1) and, pursuant to section .9 and in accordance
24 with the President�s decision, issue a certi�cate of public

. . - tem.25 convenience and necessity respecting such sys
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environmental impact statements submitted  the Commission

under section 5 (e Not later than July 1, 1977, the Council

on Environmental Quality shall submit to the President a

report, which shall be contemporaneously made available by

the Council to the public, summarizing any data, views, and

arguments received and setting forth the Council�s views con-

cerning the legal and factual su�iciency of each such environ-
mental impact statement and other matters related to 4.��.._��_:____\_§_
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-other rules only -to the extent that it is inconsistent there-

with; and

(B) with full recognition of the constitutional right

of either House to change the rules (so far as those rules

relate to the procedure of that House) at any time, in the

same manner and to the same extent as in the case of

any other rule of such House. V

2) For purposes of this Act, the term �resolution�

means (A) a joint resolution, the resolving clause of which

is as follows: �That the House of Representatives and Senate

approve the Presidential decision on an Alaska natural gas

transportation system submitted to the Congress on , 1.9 ,

and �nd that any environmental impact statements prepared
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