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1ST SEssIoN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OCTOBER 18, 1973

STAGGERS introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Intersiiate and Foreign Commerce

To authorize and direct the President and State and local gov-

ernments to develop contingency plans for reducing petro-
leum consumption, and assuring the continuation of vital
public services in the event hf emergency fuel shortages or
severe dislocations in the N ation�s fuel distribution system,
and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

That this Act may be cited as the �National Emergencyb-P-CJOLOF-*Petroleum Act�.
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TITLE I��STATEMEN T OF FINDINGS AND

PURPOSES 
     
     FINDINGS

SEC. 101. The Congress hereby determines that-

(a) shortages of crude oil, residual fuel oil, and re-

�ned petroleum products caused by inadequate domestic

production, environmental constraints, and the unavail-

ability of imports sufficient to satisfy domestic demand,

now exist or are imminent;

(b) such shortages have created or Will create

severe economic dislocations and hardships, including

loss of job, closing of factories and businesses, reduction

of crop plantings and harvesting, and curtailment of vital

public services, including the transportation of food and

other essential goods;

(e) such hardships and dislocartions jeopardize the

normal �ow of commerce and constitute a critical na-

tional energy crisis Vvhiph is a threat to the public healtl1,

safety, and Welfare and can be averted or minimized
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ages far greater than any previously anticipated, and

could create extremely critical shortage conditions as

a result of unduly cold Weather, reductions in re�nery

operations for mechanical or other reasons, and intensi-

�ed Worldwide competition for scarce petroleum;
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(c) provide a national program to conserve scarce

energy resources, through mandatory and voluntary

rationing and conservation measures, implemented by

Federal, State, and local governments;

((1) direct the President and State and local govern-

ments to develop and demonstrate contingency plans

which shall have the practical capability of reducing

United States petroleum consumption by 101 per centum

within ten days, and by 25 per centum within four

weeks of any interruption of normal supply.

TITLE II--EMERGENCY FUEL SHORTAGE

CONTINGENCY PROGRAMS

PRESIDENTIAL AUTHORIZATION

SEC. 201.  The President is hereby authorized to

declare a. national or regional emergency requiring imple-

mentation of emergency fuel shortage contingencyrprograms

as provided for in this title. For the purposes of this Act, the

term �emergency-fuel sl1o1&#39;tage� means a disparity of 5 per
centum or more between energy requirements and energy

supply, or between the available supply of petroleum and

petroleum products and requirements for such fuels.

(b) The President may, at his discretion, extend or

renew the declared emergency fuel shortage as long as the

shortage conditions, described in subsection (a) above, con-

tinue te exist
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E&#39;l�.IEHGEl\�(_�/Y FUEL SII(.)R�l�A(}E (SJ/O.NTINGI+}NC»Y PLANS

SEC. 202. (a) N ot later than thirty days after the date

of enactment of this Act, the President shall promulgate

requirements for emergency rationing, conservation, and

contingency programs to be developed by each State and

major metropolitan government, and to be implemented for
7 the President by such State and local governments in the
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event the President determines there isan emergency fuel

shortage. Such programs, which must be developed within

ninety days after the date of enactmentof, this Act, shall

assure that all vital services will belmaintained and that

unnecessary energy consumption willbe curtailed.

The rationing and conservation programs provided

for in subsection a) above shall include the following con-
servation measures:

(1) an established priority �system and plan for

rationing of scarce fuels among distributors and con-

sumers during periods of critical shortages, and

(2) measures to reduce energy consumption in the

affected area by 10 per centum within ten days, and

25 per centum within four weeks after implementation.

(c) In the event that a State or major metropolitan area

fails to design and implement a contingency program as

provided for in subsection  , the President shall implement
H.R. 11031--�-2



6

1 for such State or metropolitan area a Federal rationing and

�)AJ energy conservation program \vl1icl1 will include the follow-

3 ing mandatory measures:
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(1) reduction in maximum speed limits on all roads

to �fty miles per hour or less;

(2) a program to require regular engine tuneups

for all automotive vehicles;

(3) discontinuation of all advertising encouraging
increased energy consumption;

(4) regular inspection and maintenance of com-

mercial and industrial heating and air-conditioning units;

(5) maximum Winter thermostat settings of not

more than sixty��ve degrees Fahrenheit and minimum

summer settings of not less than eighty degrees Fahren-

heit in all buildings owned or leased by the Federal

Government;

(6) increased average occupancy of private auto- mm�
16 
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( regular inspection and maintenance of
home heating and air�conditioning units, and

(B) reductions in heating, l1ot Water and

electricity consumption.

MANDATORY FEDERAL ACTION FOR FUEL CONSERVATION

SEC. 203. N otvvithstanding any action taken on the part

of State or local governments pursuant to section 202, the

President shall in time of actual or impending emergency

fuel shortage:

(a) require that existing electrical powerplants
which new burn petroleum or natural gas and which have
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eled in of  , P   . ° ,2  -p H101 10 C011E~CI\ a fuel. In particular, airlines shall

be required to operate at maximum capacity Wherever
possible.

(0) develop and implement federally sponsored in-
centives for the use of public transportation, including
priority rationing of fuel for mass transit systems and

) .

Federal subsidies for reduced fares and additional ex
penses incurred because of increased service, for the dura-
tion of the emergency fuel S}1em,ge_

MANDATORY FEDERAL ACTIONS TO INCREASE; AVAILABLE
D&#39;OMiE-ST�IC V PE5TROLE:�U1\[ SU_�ppLIES

iSno.204   .4 . In the event an emergency fuel shortage 13
declared " 0 t &#39; . . - . .  pursuant to section 201, the Pi esident shall also ini-
t.( x 1 . 0 .iate tne following measures to supplement domestic energy
supplies for the duration of the emergency- 
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(at) R9q1,iir&#39;e&#39; production of certain designated existino&#39;
doinestic oil�elds at rates in excess of their current est 1]�P J k � " &#39; �r iv)�

lished maximum e�icient rates (MER) Fields te be SO do» .  es-

lgnateda by the appropriarte State governments or by the
O�ice of Oil and Gas, shall be those Where the types and
quality of reservoirs are such as to permit production at rates
in excess of the currently assigned sustainable MER for peri-
ods of ° at ,&#39; &#39; - - .111119 y days or more without excessive risk of losses in
I&#39;¬COV(3I&#39;y.

fl?) A11t110T1Z9 the O�ice of Oil and Gas to require-�
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(1) a program of mandatory allocation of crude

supplies to insure that all re�neries are operating at

maximum possible capacity, and

(2) the adjustment of processing operations of

domestic re�neries to produce refined products in pro-
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process or under construction, which are designed to

burn oil or gas, to be designed and constructed with

the ready capability to burn coal as Well as oil and gas
as a primary fuel.

(c) Develop and implement such plans and pro-
grams as may be necessary to facilitate and expedite the

greatest possible expansion of existing domestic pro-
duction and re�nery capacity.

TITLE IH��-ADMINISTRATION AND

AUTHORIZATIONS

CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL

SEC. 301. Vfithin thirty days after the date of enact-

ment of this Act, the President shall submit to Congress

requirements for the emergency fuel shortage contingency
programs provided for in title II of this Act. These require-

ments Will be approved by Congress unless, within �fteen

days of such submission, seven of which must have been in

legislative session, the Congress speci�cally disapproves of
all or part of the program, and concurrently offers speci�c

alternative provisions for those portions disapproved.

ECONOMIC INCENTIVES

SEC. 302. The Cost of Living Council is hereby author-
ized and directed to develop incentives to encourage private

industry and individual persons to subscribe to the goals of

this Act and to comply with the requirements of programs

developed and implemented pursuant to this Act.
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STATE LAWS

SEC. 303. (a) N o State law or prograiii in effect on the

date of enactment of this Act, or which may become ef-

feetive thereafter, shall be superseded by any provision

of this Act or any program issued pursuant thereto except

insofar as such State law or program is inconsistent with the

provisions of this Act.
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AUTHORIZATION"S

2 SEC. 305. There are hereby authorized to be appropri-

3 ated $150,000,000 for the purposes of this Act.
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SEC. 306. If any provision of this Act or the applicabil-

6 ity thereof is held invalid, the remainder of this Act shall

7 not be affected thereby.


