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508 Milford
Morgantown, W. Va.
Dec. 15, 1975

The Honorable Harley O. Staggers
2566 Rayburn Building _Washington, D.C. 20515
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Dear Representative Staggers,

We urge you to seriously consider a system of gasoline
rationing, and to quash the suggestion by the President&#39;s
advisers of exorbitant taxes to reduce demand for gasoline.

In our opinion, high taxes will:

1) further enrich an already too powerful central
government;

2) continue to let oil companies make high profits
ay the expense of the consumer;

5) hurt low- and middle-income people who need fuel
to get to and from work;

4) not seriously hamper the more affluent who will
simply reallocate their resources to meet the
new costs;

5) push up prices on consumer goods, which again
will hurt the low� and middle�income people,

We suggest that you consider instead a system of
rationing if the shorgage calls for emergency measures.
Each family should be given an allocation, and holders
should be able to transfer coupons in order to avoid a
black market.

Finally, we urge you to investigate the oil companies.
They seem to control someone high in the executive branch.
They must be made to give up their control of other energy
sources~-notably coal.

We now feel that only our personal representatives, and
the President has far removed himself from that description,
can save us from dictatorial control over our lives.

We are loyal Americans who believe in our system as it
can work. We beg you to act quickly and decisively on the
question of fair allocation of fuel resources.

Dr. Robert L. Church
Mrs. Amy B. Church


