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WHY THE TRUCKERS SHUTDOWN?

~ .. Egi�b 1

WHY THE SHUTDOWN IS NECESSARY: The nationwide shutdown of indepenr
dent truckers was not called for any petty or selfish reasons. We believe we
have been FORCED into this action by fuel profiteering and by Washington.
policies which will only make the situation worse.

WE ARE NOT FIGHTING FOR OURSELMES ALONE: The present situation does
not effect only truckers. Trucking, and the independent-trucker, form an:
ext emel -Vital ix: ;..i Ask yourself one questions~ Can you nam
-uct. - is not transported at one point or another by truck? ......If the
present situation is not resolved on a just and fair basis, as we are advo-
cating, everyone will end up by paying more�~for the food they eat, the
clothes they wear, everything. We know that this will hurt working families
the most. That is why we believe we are fighting for all of the people.

WHO ARE WE? There seems to be an image of truckers as "dumbells"
(well, we didn&#39;t create this mess, the "genius" millionaires did). As inde�
pendent&#39;3wner�operators, we have thousands of dollars, our entire lives, in-
vested in our trucks, more than.many families have invested in their homes.
We deal, every day, with ICC regulations and complex regulations that are
different in each state. We are all working men, and women, who deal every
day with many technicalities»-and handIe�themb¬ We have nntzamxt down because
we are"dumbells9 but because we perceive that if the present policies are

ot changed, it will mean a disaster for the whole country.

WHAT WE ADVOCATE AND WHY: END PROFITEERING~�We have not exaggerated
- the price,gouging. Our fuel costs have in.many cases doubled . FREIGHT RATES

have not increased in compensations-they have actually gone down: At the same
time, profits frdmlfuel profiteering have increased enormously. The profits,
not just at the pump but where it really counts»-at the oil conglomerates--
have skyrocketed. IS THERE REALLY A SHORTAGE? As truckers, we do not believe
this. We have seen too much fuel being hauled to storage~-to wait for the
prices to rise even more--to believe this. How can there be a shortage when
U.S. oil exports are almost twice as great as 1972? How can there be a shorta
when the Pentagon admits it is sending 220,000 barrels per day to S. Vietnam?

FUEL PRICES MUST BE STABILIZED. If they are not, everyone will
pay for it as increases are tacked on. PROFITEERING MUST END:

SPEED LIMITS: Lowering the speed limits for truckers to 55mph will
NOT reduce fuel consumptionr-in fact, it will increase it. For instance, if
we approach hills in a driving situation going 55 mph (instead of the normal,
higher speed) we will have to gear down.more and use even more fuel.Our truck
are geared to operate at a higher speed, and will operate more efficiently.
Any trucker could have told the Nixon administration these things, but trucks
were not included in the deliberations nor the decisions. The speed limits
must be at least 62 to 65 mph for efficient operation, and to save fuel.

RATIONING: Rationing fuel for truckers will NOT reduce consumption.
It only increases the number of times the driver has to stop. Each stop costs
us time, distance and money. Many of us are hauling perishable goods. Beyond
that point, in the end, everyone will be forced.to pay as all prices rise.
We have to note that while imposing rationing, the Nixon administration has
given lOO% allocation to the railroads» Are they going to build tracks to
the stores and doorsteps of the U.S.? At the same time, billions in "welfare&#39;
handouts are being given to Penn Central and other bankrupt corporations.

VIOLENCE: There has been no violence of any kind in our shutdown
here in Tucson. Our action has been entirely peaceful. There has been talk
in the media of some violence elsewhere but no talk of another kind of violea
which has been going one-that is the INTIMIDATION of our brother drivers
and the THREATS to fire them if they observe our strike shutdown. These
threats have a violent nature��they threaten the livelihood of families!
Yet they have not been reported in the media.

These are some of the facts. We are independent truckers
from all over the country, united in this action. We sincerely believe that
what we are doing is for the benefit of §ll.the people. We urge all drivers
to shut down, though we are aware of those who feel they cannot because of
threats and inthmidation by their bosses. wanking people have always honore<
a strike in this country. We, as drivers, have always honored picket lines.
We are asking all working people now to respect and support our shutdown,
and fight with us for what is just and fair.

.4�/&#39;��v TRUCKERS COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE,TUCSO]/

_. _,_., �*~�. S - �-:-&#39;-   z-/a 77,.fd"{ .27/L//>c«~r>c;,§<i/N/g/fl¢#f 1/7� dz � V

rrrr .v 4�./�


