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H. O. staggers
state capitol Building
Charleston, west Virginia

Dear senator staggers;

Continued uncertainty about the energy situation, and what the
government is doing to solve it, is rapidly moving the country toward a
serious recession and economic crisis. Public speculation by government
officials about possible controls or other restrictive acts are extremely
harmful.

Nowhere is this being more keenly felt than in the automobile
industry. Since nearly one of every six people have jobs related to the
automobile, immediate positive action is necessary to prevent a chaotic
disruption of the entire economy.

As a first step, I urge the Administration and congress to level
with the American people, to tell them the facts of the energy crisis and
to spell out the tough mandatory fuel allocation and conservation pro-
grams that must be implemented.

Further, I urge that the Congress declare a moratorium on automobile
emission control devices for the duration of the energy emergency. Sus-
pension of these controls will enable us to achieve greater fuel effeciency
while it is so desperately needed. a �

It is easy to criticise, or blame the "automobile" for our problems.
The fact is that our economy is built around the automotive industry and
millionswof people are being hurt by the transportation panic.

My own dealership is suffering badly.
about their jobs.
that they now own.

My employees are wondering
Many of my customers are losing their equity in the cars

I know this country can and must have both an economy and ecology.
Right now, realities demand that the economy be given first priority.

I implore you to give it your most urgent consideration.

EM sincerely,

free: we at,al E. Hanns, Jr., Pres dent


