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Little Man Is Hit Again
President Ni�xon�s decision to

allow oil ccompanies to increase the
price of fuel oil, ultimately tobe paid
by the consumer, is something we
find hard to understand and accept.

The argument goes, as we read it,
is that if the price charged by oil
companies for fuel oil is increased,
then the oil companies will be much
more willing to divert a greater
percentage of the petroleum from
gasoline to fuel oil.

This is all very fine for the oil
companies, to pile even higher
profits on top of their record-high

� profits already being shown, but how
� about the individual consumer who

has to pay the bill? T L
T The average citizen is being asked,
to make sacrifices by keeping his
thermostat down in home and by

i driving slower on the highways and
by limiting his electric lighting use.
There is nothing wrong with that but
why not make the oil companies
sacrifice something also instead of
merely giving them a chance to
make still more money�? �

President Nixon supposedly has.
almost dictatorial powers in these
matters so if he is going to tell the
average citizen what he has to do in
the way of sacrifice, he should also
direct the oil companies to allocate
-the percentage of petroleum needed
into the fuel oil category without

� raising the price.
We have always been a great

believer that big business must
operate at a profit if the nation is to
have full employment but this latest
move sounds at little ridiculous.
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