INTERSTATE: NATURAL GAS — PETROLEUM EMERGENCY VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS, MORGANTOWN
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Bl Congaress of the United States

Pouse of Representatives
Washington, B.C. 20515

February 21, 1974

Mr. John L. Frazier

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9916
P. 0. Box 448

Morgantown, West Virginia 26505

Dear John:

Thank you very much for your letter of recent date enclosing newspaper
clipping and sheets signed by our mutual friends. A copy of this com~
munication is also being sent each of them.

It is always good hearing from you. The friendship of you and yours
through the years has meant so much. I have in the past and shall con-
tinue my efforts to be of service to the citizens of Morgantown, Monon-
galia County, and West Virginia whenever possible.

When I am not carrying out my legislative duties, John, I spend practi-
cally every moment in the Second Congressional District and try to find
out firsthand the many problems which unfortunately are facing our State
and the Nation today -- especially those in our District.

I do try to visit Monongalia County at every opportunity and was there
several times during the First Session. This was in the local newspaper;
and I, of course, am always available to see and talk with my friends
there.

The House was in Session to and including December 22, 1973. We did have
some time off before the Second Session began. Unfortunately, around the
Holidays I had a ten-day bout with the flu.

Following that I spent the time visiting Fayette, Greenbrier, Monroe, and
Summers Counties in the Southeastern part of the Second District. I set
up meetings at each of the Courthouses and talked with very many people
about matters of mutual concern. It is my intention to continue these
Courthouse visits in all of the Counties; and I, of course, plan to get
back into Monongalia again within the very near future.

Furthermore, John, I would like to say I am only one of 435 Members of
Congress trying my utmost to do what is best for West Virginia. We do
have two very fine and able Senators who represent our District and State
as well, I feel they, too, are doing their best for all of us.
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Since the beginning of the fuel crisis, I have been in touch almost daily
with the Federal Energy officials here in Washington, Philadelphia, and
Charleston., I agree with you that this fuel situation affects each and
every one of us.

During the last days of the First Session, the House approved the Emer-
gency Energy Act. This legislation was one of the first items of business
scheduled for the Senate during the Second Session. However, on January 29,
1974, President Nixon wrote Senator Hugh Scott, the Minority Leader, and
recommended that this bill be defeated. A copy of the President's letter
is attached. He was also in touch with other members of the Republican
leadership.

This week the Senate took action on the energy bill and passed it by a
vote of 67 to 32. I immediately went before the House Rules Committee to
obtain a rule to bring it to the House Floor. Again, with the Adminis-
tration's interference, this was not approved by the Rules Committee.

We have been frustrated at every angle, but I am not going to give up.

I am still hopeful that the energy legislation will be passed to help
solve this great problem facing West Virginia and the Nation. I am doing
everything I can to be helpful and will continue to de so.

Again, thank you for giving me the benefit of your views. You and yours
may depend on my continued efforts and cooperation.

I am looking forward to seeing you and our fellow members of the Veterans
of Poreign Wars from West Virginia during your annual visit here in Wash-
ington in March.

With best wishes and kind regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

HARLEY 0. STAGGERS
Encl-~

Copy and enclosure to each signer
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Honorable Harley O. Staggers
2nd. District, West Virginia V4B
Congress of the United States

Washington, D. C.

Dear Congressman Staggers:

I hope this is not a fruitless attempt by myself and other rep-
resentative groups to influence you and the administration regarding
this o0il and gasoline crisis.

Why don't you get out into your district and see what in the
hell is going on? Also, see to it that the other Congressmen get
out into their districts and see what is going on? Seeing is believ-
ing. As of today, there is approximately 1,000,000 gallons (or better)
of gasoline, fuel oil, etc. sitting along the banks of the river and
cannot be delivered to the various gasoline and oil service stations,
(even the bulk tanks are loaded) etc. and are blocked by your oil
refineries -- Ashland, Brock 0il, Gulf, Humble, Sunoco, American just
to name a few --- plus millions of gallons of oil, etc. sitting on
the waters at the New York harbors for the past six (6) weeks. This
does not make sense -- and the selling of various oils in the state
of Oklahoma to foreign countries for seventy-five cents a gallon.
How much more can we citizens stand? This lack of fuel has the po-
tential of personal tragedy to thousands of people, sick, elderly, etc.

I ask you and your staff to put your best foot forward and see
what can be done about this gasoline and oil shortage (which is doubt-
ful) immediately. Let's get our fellow men back to work -- food in
their bellies -- etc. LET'S STOP THIS UNNECESSARY WAITING IN LINE
FOR GASOLINE (wasting what gasoline we have) ONLY TO BE TOLD "NO
GAS".

I never thought I would see the day that HELL ran out of energy
and we had to turn the thermostat down.

I await your action!!l!
Sincerely,

‘l._l Y : y ) 1 0 / /E/;%Qk%}zz+Q

v John Frazier
Citizen
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