NIA BRDUCATION AboN,

December 19, 1973

WEST VIRGINIA EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
Mr. James Stone
Executive Secretary (304) 343-8622

Called with reference to the energy legislation, especially the Murphy
Amendment. Understands the Conferees were not favorable in setting any kind
of priority for education in the bill.

Under the voluntary distribution of fuel for transportation of school
children in West Virginia, the range of allocation to the schools goes from
minus 28 per cent to 100 per cent over last year's distribution. The 28 per
cent is certainly crippling and 15 per cent is on the verge of crippling
school children. This not only creates situations to cut off school buses,
but creates situations of no transportation as well as safety hazards for the
children.

Also, advised the Association is not the least impressed with leaving the
allocation of fuels up to the Administration as they are not favorable to grant-
ing fuel for education.

Urges HOS to maintain in the legislation high priority for transportation —-

mass transit, emergency vehicles, and especially for educational purposes.
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LT Congress of the Anited States
PHBouse of Representatives

Washington, B.LC. 20515
December 13, 1973

Mr. James L. Stone

Bxecutive Seeretary

West Virginia Education Association
1558 Quarrier Street

Charleston, West Virginia 25311

Dear Mr. Stone:

Thank you very much for your letter of December 7, 1973. It
is always good hearing from you and members of the Asscciation.

Needleses to say, I am indeed extremely concerned sbout our
educational institutions during the energy crisis. I agree
with you wholeheartedly, and shall continue doing my very
best to see that legislation may be approved which will be
fair and equitable for all.

Again thanking you, and with best wishes for the Holiday
Season, I am

Sincerely yours,

HARLEY O. STAGGERS



1558 QUARRIER STREET ® CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25311 e [304]

346-5315

Mrs. Eulah Mae Fleming, President James L. Stone, Executive

December 7, 1973

Congressman Harley Staggers '
Room 2366 ! ] ) “"7?
Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Congressman Staggers:

We are appealing to you, because we know of your sincere
and genuine interest in the public schools of our state and nation,
to help bring about a greater concern for the éducational institu-
tions during the energy crisis. v

From the news media and other information coming to our
attention, it seems that the schools and education may not receive
proper priority. It seems to us that concern for the boys and girls
of this nation is lost in the maze of confusion centered around how
we can protect business and industry. What a mistake!

Of course, the schools, the teachers, administrators and
all employees want to bear their fair share of the responsibility to
meet a national crisis. It is our opinion that the educators of the
nation, through the children, can have a tremendous impact upon how
parents truly react to this serious problem. We want to intelligently
discuss this crisis in our classrooms. We want to develop teaching
units so that a better understanding can be had on the causes and the
solutions. We want to impress upon the youngsters the importance
of conservation of our energy sources. But we feel that there is a
lack of concern by those who have created the problem.

We implore you to do all you can to see that schools get
high priority in any legislation enacted. We urge that any program
of this nature include the protection of the health and safety of
pupils and the educational environment. Schools should be kept open,
warm and the buses must be kept running to prevent parents from trans-—
porting students, which would in the long run be more costly, energy-—
wise, than operating the buses. e

Respectfully,

i W/ E\\ 3 S

Jame§ L. Stone
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

JLS/gp

Secretary



