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. i AT -..’f:.} i
SR %
HOL WFFICE m_[_u_, ’ < (_.-‘J
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 b - it o o SECUND DISTRICT
PHO RSBl VR WEST VIRGINIA
FOR IMEDIATE RELEASE JUNE 14,1973

Rep. Harley Staggers (D-W.Va.), Chairman of the House Interstate & Foreign Commerce
Committee, today introduced a resolution which would put Congress on record as against
any increases in the price of natural gas during the rvest of 1973.

Stasgers said he hoped the "sense of Congress” resolution would, if passed, convince
the Feders] Power Commission to postpone consideration of a natiouwide increase in the
price of natural “&S.Whlch Staggers charged, "would result in higher heating bills for
millions of American femilies this winber,"

Pointing to a recent decision by the FPC which allowed three companies to ralse their
prices by 73%, Steggers said, "The FPC now has under consideration a new national pricing
policy which gives every indication of imposing similiar increases on a nationwide basis."”

Stasgers said that although the companies were granted the rate hike pertly because
they pointed to a scarcity of gas reserves, two of thé firms have refused to earmark
their added profits toc seek new reserves.

"The scarcity of natural gas may not be as great as some Would have the nation velieve, "
Steggers remarked, "investigations uow underwey will reveal the truth regerding a scarcity.
There should be no price increase until all the Tfacts are in," he declared.

Rep. Torbert MacDonald (D-Mass. ) Chairman of the Subcommittee on Communications and

Power, Jjoined with Staggers in 1nLroduc1ug the resolution. Sen. Frank Moss (D-Utah)

is introducing a similiar measure ian the Senate.
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