TERSTATE: NATURAL GAS SUPPLIES, ALBERT, CARL
H. R. 9464 (HOS)

The Speaker's Rooms
1. $. Bonse of Representatives
MWashington, 1. . 20515

December 12, 1975

The Honorable Harley O. Staggers

Chairman

Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce
U. S. House of Representatives

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Thank you for your letter of December 12, 1975 in which you request that
H.R. 9464, the natural gas emergency bill, be considered under Suspension
of the Rules.

| certainly appreciate the circumstances surrounding your request. However,
as it has been a well established policy to only consider legislation under

this procedure which is relatively noncontroversial, and as it is known

that there are a substantial number of Members who feel very strongly

that the House should be able to consider this matter in the fullest possible
context, it does not seem appropriate to consider this bill under the Suspension
of the Rules procedure.

Accordingly, in order for the House to act on the legislation prior to the
end of the Session, | respectfully request that you file the committee report
and take the bill to the Committee on Rules on Tuesday, December 16, 1975,
as previously scheduled. | am sure that the Committee will give the issues
raised in your letter due consideration in their deliberations.
Very best wishes.

Sincerely,

e : v _7;___
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The Speaker
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W. E. WILLIAMSON, CLERK

The Honorable

Carl Albert

Speaker, United States
House of Representatives

Washington, D. C.

20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

This is to respectfully request that you recognize we, at such time

as you may deem appropriate next week, to
up H. R. 9464,
comaittee Chairmen of our Committee that such pr

suspend the rules to bring
of the Chairman and the Sube
ure would be the

It is a strong consensus

most expeditious and practical way to econsider the bill.

We have come to these comclusions from the following considerations:

(L

(2)

The bill in its preseant form is relatively noncontroversial.
It presents the simple quéstion of whether or mot to afford

a more flexible system for the remainder of the winter to
flow excess intrastate gas at intrastate prices through
interstate lines to areas thooughout the country where shorte=
ages exist. (If that were the only gquestion presented, with
the advocacy of the Committee and support of the Leadership,
a twoethirds vote could be obtained.)

1t is felt that the bill is, therefore, a proper candidate for
the suspension calendar. Indeed the o real controversy
which attends this legislation relates fo the dtforts of some
to use this bill as a vehicle for preempting the mormal legise
lative process.

There is little time to complete action on this marrowly
focused emergency weasure in the House amd in the Senate
pefore the recess, and to seek a rule would imtroduce far
ranging questions of poliey, each of which would cmi‘ttuu
an impediment to passage Before the recess.



The Honorable Carl Albert « 2 = December 12, 1975

(3) The bill was designed as a stopgap measure for the winter,
and the Subcommittee has clearly declared its purpose to
proceed with dispatch to consider the broader question of
gas pricing policy. Therefore, it would be quite approe
priate to proceed under the suspension of the rules pro=
cedure in order to accomplish the specifie goal of the
legislation.

(4) To proceed under a rule could be most divisive. If we were
to move to a broader issue of policy than that addressed by
the bill (relief to distressed pipelines and gas users during
the winter), we would be dealing with an energy issue as come
plex as that which was invdved in H. R. 7014 and 8. 622,
without complete development of the facts in hearings and
consideration of policy in mark-up.

(5) The crowded condition of the calendar during the last days of
this session is not conduciwe to deliberate consideratiomn of
legislation, and ‘it is certainly not the atmospheare in which
important policy determinations should be made on the Floor
without any Committee guidance.

it seems inappropriate to go before the Rules Committee at this time to
seek a rule on H. R. 9464,

I would, therefore, respectfully urge consideration of this bill under
suspension and its prompt passage.
Sincerely yours,

HARLEY O, STAGGERS
Chairman
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Honorable Carl Albert

3 Speaker

B House of Representatives
TS Washington, D. c. 20515

X Dear Mr. Speaker:
This is to request that you recognize me, at such time as
you may deem appropriate next week, to suspend the rules to
bring up H. R. 9464. It is a strong consensus of the Chair-
S man and the Subcommittee Chairmen of our Committee that such
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(3) The bill was designed as a stopgap measure
for the winter, and the Subcommittee has
clearly declared its purpose to proceed with
dispatch to consider the broader question of
gas pricing policy. Therefore, it would be
quite appropriate to proceed under the sus-
pension of the rules procedure in order to
accomplish the specific goal of the legis-
lation.

_—— /

(4) To proceed under a rule could be most divisive.
If we were to move to a broader issue of policy
than that addressed by the bill (relief to dis-
tressed pipelines and gas users during the
winter), we would be dealing with an energy
%ssue as complex as that w?ich was involved &VJZCﬁuﬁf
in H. R. 7014 and S. 622 complete
development of the facts in hearings and con-
sideration of policy in mark-up.
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Harley O. Staggers

Chairman




