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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 5,1975

Mr. STAGGERS (for himself and Mr. DEVINE) (by request) introduced the
following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Interstate and
Foreign Commerce

A BILL
To amend the N atural  Act.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. (a) The Congress hereby determines that��--

4  shortages of natural gas have developed be-

5 cause domestic supplies are not sufficient to meet present

6 and anticipated national needs;

7 (2) shortages have created or will create severe
8 economic di>sloca;tions and hardships, including loss of:
9 jobs, closing of factories and businesses, reduction of agri-

10 E cultural production, and curtailment of Vital public serv-

11 ices;
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(3) shortages have jeopardized the normal �ow of

commerce and constitute a supply crsisis which is a threat

to the public health, safety, and welfare and can be

averted or minimized most efficiently and effectively

through prompt action by the Federal Government;

and

(4) slliortages have »created an unreasonable burden

:on centain aireas of the country and on certain sectors�

of �the economy, and legislatijon is needed» to provide

an equiitablze solution for these shortages.

(lb) The °p=urp~osze of this Act is to authorize the Federal

Power Golmmlissiosnz to ideal with eX*istlin«g and imminent
shortages and drisl-oications of natural gas in the national dis-

tribution sys�>tem which eopardize the public health, safety,

and welfare; and to p.r*ovid&#39;e protection of natural gas service

to cusutomers who use natural gas for high pri«ori*ty end uses

during periods of curtaileid (deliveries by natural gas com-

panies. The aulthlority granrted under this Act shall be exer-

cised for the purpose of minimizing the adverse impacts of

shortages or disllorcatiaons on the American people and the
domes tic economy.

SEC. 2. That section 1 of the Natural Gas Act, as

am:end�ed (15 U.JSJG. 717), is amended by adding at the
end thereolf the following new subsection:

�  The jprovisilons of �this Act shall not apply to thg
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use of the facilities of a na7tur<al gas idiasitribuftion company for

the transportation of natural gas produced by an independent

producer from lands other than Fe~dera�l domain areas and

sold by such a producer directly to la) high pzrriiority consumer

of natural gas, provided that �the rates aplplicable to the use

of such faicilities for the transpo«rta>ti�on of natural gas



10

11

12

14.-

15

16 
     
     17
18

19

20

21 
     
     22

4

natural gas for ultimate public consumption for domestic,

commercial, industrial orany other use but does not

include a natural gas company as de�ned in subsection

(6) of this section.�

  SEC. 4. That subsection (c) of �section 7 of the Natural
Gas Act, as amended (15 U.S.C. 717f  ), is amended by

designating the �rst two paragraphs of that subsection as

paragraphs ��(1�) � and �(2)� respectively and inserting

therein the following new paragrapliz

�  Pursuant to the substantive and procedural provi-

sions of this section the Commission may in its discretion

issue at certi�cate of public convenience and necessity upon

�ling of an application by a natural gas company to trans-

port natural gas produced by independent producers from

lands other than Federal domain areas and sold by such pro-

ducers directly to existing �high priority consumers of natural

gas� whose current supply of natural gas is curtailed due to

11atural gas company curtailment plans approved by the
Gomlnission. The Commission shall by rules and regulations

de�ne �high priority consumers of natural gas�: Provided,

however, That the provisions of this paragraph do not apply�
to natural gas which is the subject of an advance payment


