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13 Park Street
Buckhannon, W. Va.
Nov. 1h, 1972

Hon. Harley 0.5 Staggers, M. C.
Rayburn House Office Building i? 3 _,u ¢�,wi§, J���Washington, D. C.. �A � I My�&#39;

gym, _
._  " ,7 � . . .;-&#39;1&#39;� &#39;9 ,L   M» an� M"M,�_.,.\.�,-«�;�~g"�"-��«1.:,.:/�v" &#39;

We �W�a r

Let me begin by congratulating you on your stunning
victory last iuesday. �as finally carried Upshu County;
I was beginning to think that day would never come. when
197a comes around, don&#39;t hesitate to call on us. we&#39;re
ready to try for a repeat performance.

I am writing to you in your cagicity ag ghairman of the
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee of the House,
"  7 is «� i l|!l*.=llS§OI_3 my I assume that 1g_\_J.I�
committee is one which has some newer in the regulation
of�tne natural gas industry. If not, I would greatly
assaeesate it if�y6u*wouId�forward this to the proper
committee chairmn.

Dear Congressman,

For the past several months I have heard much about the
energy crisis that the nation faces. In our area, as you
probably are aware, much of the publicity of despair has
aired by the Columbia Gas Company by way of TV, full page
newspaper adds:&#39;§E5T�They"haV§�dwelled at great lengths
on the shortage of available reserves, the prohibitive
federal regulations which hinder new development; etc.
I have been urged to write my Congressman. In W; va.,
the state public service commission has granted them
the right to re?use new customers as of last Oct. 1.

I have rambled enough, now I will come to the point. I
just saw a was com an commercial on locai TV (HDTV Westen),
Co1umbia�3as I*a:gEE add;_ This commercial,  ir rom stressing
the�§héF§y�6rIsE§j�pointed out the numerous advantages
of clean gas heat, of gas air conditioning, of gas clothes
dryers, of the economy of natural gas, etc. If we are indeed
in the midst of the great energy crisis, if there is currently
not enough natural gas to go around, ynx;in_hlazss_ans_£h§
gas com anies ermitted to tr and sell euen.mn2sao£�their
I a� - some of the millions spent nationwide
on advertising used to develop new sources of supnly. I



am all for the free enterprise system, but I do not
feel that a company should be permitted to try to continue
to sell more of a product when, by its own admission,
it connot now meet the demand. I realize that there
is a very real danger of a bower shortage in.dmerica, but
I also feel that in many cases the utilities are.using
our §roblem&#39;as a scare tactic to demand higher rates.

One short story which perhaps will illustrate the fact
that management of utilities is not always in the best
of the public interest. we heat with gas. Last year
we were budgeted for $17 per month, and at the end of
the year we came out ahead, the had used a good deal less
gas than the budgeted amount. we got our bill for August
and behold, out budget was up to $18 per month. My wife
went down to ask why. She was told that their projections
forcast the hardest winter in 50 years, so they increased
the budget to protect us. Thats one heck of a may to run
a business which is supposed t3�senve the public. shat
they are in fact doing is benefiting from the use of my
money without paying interest. Well, enough said.

Again, congratulations on your victory. Rest assured that
you have our support.

Yours truly,

Alan Stuns


