COPRPY

MEMORANDUY

January 13, 1943

TO: Senator Kilgore
FROM: Mr, Robinson

SURJECT: Fifth Service Command of Ohio

There is #ttached a copy of a letter written to General
Somewvel by a retired Lt. Colonel, which outlines in some detail the
activities of General Collins; Commanding Officer of the Service Command
covering Ohio, and other matters.

It is not believed that much will be gaineé by initiating
inguiry with General Somervel with respect to the contents of this letter.
However, it will undoubtedly fit in with other matters currently under
review by you; and for that reason is referred to your attention,

‘The letter indicates that General Collins is looking forward
to a three star promotion, and it might be well to have the information

contained therein at the time any such request is officially made.
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meintensnce.” Genersl Collins replicd, " The war m- not make a demn bit of
difference, this post is golng to be fixed the way I want 1t." You know what the
prese could do with that remark.

A few days after arrival, the Gemeral made an inspesction Your of Ft.
‘nyos. low the Servies Command in-pum fensral had gone over the post about
three or four menths oarlier and given a rating of exocellent, and the post is in
fully as good condition now. Collins pronounced the peet as the worst he hed ever
scene As he met euch officer he ploked some Srivial item that he could see, and
procseded to beat the officer's ears down without giviag him & chence %o say a
worde If he could see nothing wrong, he would ask questions on inconseguential
details until he caught him hesitating, and then proceed with the toungus lashing,
The approach never wvaried, and was apparsndly designed to offset an inferiority
oomplex induced by the Uenerel‘'s small stature. This is quite different from the
approach recommended and prectlesd by Gsnersl Yarshall. Here are some results of
thils inspeetion:l. Colomels, sagle Colonels, Division chisefs in the service commsnd
headquerters, making personal inspections of the grounds cuteide offiee buildinge
three times a day, looking for paper on the ground.2. All members of ocommand with
an oxtreme osse of Jitters, expecting walounded eritioism at any aoment. 3. Post
Commander, who has boen in command enly a couple of menths, debating whether to
abandon ship and take a mediesl discharge,which he can get, or stay and risk leawe
ing wder a ocloud.d. The government's money being spent right and left in face
1ifting projects designed to humor the Generel. ( )
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