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Jenuery 22, 1944

Special hssistent to the Secretary of Wer J*
¥ar Department o
Tashington, D. C. '

Deer Yr. Ambergs

¥r. Julius H. Asrberg { {*’*

The Comnittee haz been informed that recently sll contracts
with the Vaughan ¥otor Company for the purchase of fork lift trucks
hive been cancelled.

ks you know, the Committee is in the midet of an investiga-
tion of the Army's werchousing methods, & phece cof which involves
the procurezent of fork 1ift trucks. In this commection, ¥r. Fdward
§ + Marpon, the desigper of the Wobllift Truck, msemufactured by the
Vsughan Yotor Company, hes mede certsin representations snd supplied
fuete to the Cormitiee to the gemeral effect that the Army iz failing
te take full advuntage of the benefits of mechenicel materisls handling
equipment through purcheging more of & hesvier type of fork 1lift truck
then is sppropriste for the =aujor purt of 1ts werehousing operstione.
Although the investigetion is not completed, I have visited e nusber
of depote for the purpose, among other thinge, of witnessing fork 1ift
truck coperations and hiove certsin tentstive impressions se & result of
guch inspectione. One is thet mechenicel miterisls handling equipsment,
properly vtilised, ig sn extremely important factor in the speedy, :
efficlent and economical handling of the tremendous volume of material
and supplies necessary to support the armed forces and that the irmy
is to be comrended for teking sdvantage of it in gpite of the fact
that 1t had not been fully tried end proved in commercisl operatione
before the war. inother is thst the Veughan Nobilift fork truck,
lergely becauge of its lightness end meneuversbility, and incidentelly
its ecomomy, has certain definite advantages, especially in the hundling
of peckeged muteriels, which seem to comstitute & large proportion of
the supplies warehoused by the Army.

Becense of these impressions snd because of the further fact
that the Committee wee given Yo understend theat the irmy had not yet
filled its needs for fork 1ift trucks, tiis wholesale cancellation of
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contracts with ome munufscturer, whose representative had perticipated
in the investigation, was surprising.

It ie unthinksble thet thies cancellstion was punitive, even
though, unfortunstely, personal sccusstions of incompetence, snd even
more, seem to have stirred up considersble feeling on the part of
gome of the individuels involved. The tiring of the csncelistion mey

~have bsen fortuitove. Op the other hand, it is obvious that the Com-
mittee cannot remsin vmconcermed about & mstter which might "have the
appesrance of belng designed to interfere with an inguiry it is con-
dueting.

The Committee would, therefore, like to be advised fully
concerning the circumstances of this cancellstion imeluding a stete-
ment as to what other, if eny, cencellstions were made ss to other
menulfocturers of this type of equipment,

Very truly yours,

fleorge Yeader
Assistent Counsel



