/ Cineinnati, Ohio
May 22, 1942

Genate Spedlal Commitbegy
Investigating the Natlonal Defense Program
Washington, D. C.

Dear Gir:

An investigation of the Wire Division in the War Production
Board will be very beneficial at this time, Order )-126 issued
on May 5, 1942 stopped the production of 400 vital steel items.
Among these items 1s Chain Link feneing, which is a large and im-
portant item to the defense program. Already, evidence appears
to show that this order is being used to sabotage this industry.
One or two large steel ;goduura who have advisers in this dig-
gion are ng to alloeate all of this business to themselves
and stop the issuance of priority ratings. This would simply
gin:t all of the Chain defense work to these two alloeated

ants.

we already have proof of this from one of our contractors
in Pennsylvania who demand quotations without priority, stating
that they wers told this business would be allocated and not
left to priority. We have further proof of this through our
scontractors who have orders for fencing at some of the Govern-
ment camps who were told they will not proceed until given fur-
ther instruetions from Washington because of changes.

The large companies who are directing these moves to their
own interest would be much more valuable to the cause if they
concentrated on produeing large tonnage for whieh they are ecapa-
ble and leave some of the small fabrication to small manufactur-
ere who can do it just ag well, In November, 1940, we oame out
with & new style of Chain Link fenecing, which would have saved
thousands of tons of pipe used in defense projects. Ve pre-
gented this to Mr. williem Batt, and then to the Engineer De-

rtment, the Navy Department, and were told that they were not
nterested in making the saving. The Washington Counselors
then solicited us and promised that they could sell this mater-
ial if they would pay them a commisslon for doing so. We refused
to do this, slthough we knew that several of the large companies
were paying a commission to secure these contracts.
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In December, 1941, we were finally given sapproval of our pro-
duet and told to go out in the field to the different ordnance
zones and solieit orders with full Government :fpmal. The en-
elosed oircular gives you the story and the saving offered the
Government at this time.

But now that we are meeting some success in the field, and
the Ordnance officers and men approve of our fencing and are speei-
fying for it, some one on the War Production Board is able to work

D a further change and hinder the saving we have offered for two
years,

An investigation at this time should stop the secrecy and fav-
oritism almed to kill all small mamufacturers in this field. It
would also reveal many excessive profits and contracts awarded for

ior merchandise to the manipulation of changing Government

pecifications and priority delays.

This investigation should also include the pipe manufacturers
who are in on this program and are holding back delivery exeept to
favored accounts., Ve have evidence in our file to show where we
have been denled the privilege of uphniahin{ wire and pl{o on
Government Chain Link projeots because the priority was held up
for three months, so that the regular rating on such jobs was no
longer effective for obtal ning more material.
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Yours very truly,

THE 1. L. BROWN FENCE & MFG, COMPANY
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