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Release on delivery to Senate
on Wednesday, December 15, 1943

STATEMENT OF STNATOR JAMES M, MEAD 70 T:7 SENATE:

I . President, &s Chairman of the Subcomnittee on Transportation
of the Truman Committee, I desire to file with the Zenate the Revort of
the Truman Committee on Transportation.

Tre importance of transportation to the wer effort cannot be
over-emphasized. Vsar materials and essential civilian goods must be trens-
pvorted during every stage of their development from the raw materials in
the ground trrough manufacturing and distributing facilities to the point
of final consumption.

A%t the beginning of the war, the United States had the finest
transportation system in the world. It consisted of a vast and intricate
maze of railroads, air linés, highways for trucks and busces, water routes
for barges and ships, end pipelines for gazs and petroleunm products. wWith-
out this magnificent transportation system, it would have been impossible
for us to azcomplich the miracles of production that have been verformed.

When the German submerines sank our ships and it became neces-
sary to throw upon tre railroads the overl. d movement of oil and otler
shipments theretofore carried by our coastwise and intercoastal shipoing
Goebbels chortled gleefully that transportation would be the schilles heel
of the United States. He knew from the bitter experience of Germany itself
the tremendous burdens which war casts upon & transportation system and
believed that with less railroad ecuipment then we had in the last war,
our transnortation system would not be able to survive both the shock of
the interruption of our coastal traffic and the increased burdens of the

war fer new construction and the vproduction of war materiel.
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Goebbels was wrong. Our transportation system has carried an
enormously greater amount of traffic than had ever before been thougﬁt
poscible. It hac done this despite steadily diminishing facilities, the
loss of our coastwise water routes and our sources of rubber, primerily
by working‘harder and usirg equipment more efficiently. Management and
labor of transportation sgencies and the ghinpers deserve commendation.

- But, the war is not over, and the volume of traffic to be
handled in 1944 is expected to exceed substantially the record-breaking
volume handled in 1943. In the cage of many transportation services, the
volume estimated for 1944 is determmined not bty the derand but by the
estimated limit of capacity. 1t is vitelly important that the transportation
system not be permitted to break down. %he recults of any such break-dewn
would be far-reaching and night be disestrous, and it weuld take from
six months to & year or more to produce and put into operation the new
facilities‘which,would correct the break-down. FYor these rezsons, thLe
Cormittee was of the cpninion that the subject of transportation required
an investigation to make certain trat in the press of other war activities
we would not neglect our transportation facilities beyond & saefe vpoint.
Locomotives, frecight end passenger cars, rails, trueks, busees and tires
wear ocut. We must be prepared either to replace them or to do without
the transportation whieh they -could provide.

The Committee has found thet additional conservation of trans-
vortation is possible particularly if the public understandes the serious-
ness of the situation and gives its wholehezrted cooperation, But, by
and 1arge, the gavings through further conservation of transvsrtation

Tacilities, although substential, will be relatively small and not
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sufficient to off-set the need for additional transportation egquirment.

Just es in the cese of farm equinment, investigated by the
Cermittee in the latter pert of 1942, the Committee found that the
manufacture of transportation equipment was beinz neglected in favor of

he manufacture of war meteriel. 7o some extent this was neces-ary, and
it was also natural becsuse the need of war materizl is more readily
apparént. The gisnificance of transportaztion &nd meintenance of food
production, even in total war, is less conspicuous.

Howcver, the Committee is plezsed to be sble to report that
during its investigation of transportation, many important steps have been
tsken to provide additional new transvortation equipment. This indicates
an incressed sppreciation of the escentiality of transpertation service.
Rarring unforescen developments, these steps, and others which the Com-
mittee Las heen agsured will be taken, sho:ld avoid any br Jleeéown or
sutstantial diminution of essential transportation. But further and
constant sttention should be given to the problem if we expect the
transvortation system to be adquete fo meet all the important demands
our war effort will make upon it in 1944,

The production of locomotives during the first nine months of
this year was substantially below schedule, but this has been rectified.
Reeently, provision was mede for the menufacture of additional frcight

ers. otill more are needed.
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Practically no new trucks hsve been produced for our trucking
industry since 1941, &nd the need for repair osrts es velicles wor~ out
beecame very ercat. The Committee Tound that adegiate supolies of parts

were not being produced hecause of the low priority as-igned to them as
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comparcd to the priority for vroduction of military m teriel. This has

now becen changed, and parts for medium and heavy civilian trucks are given

e

the same pricrity as varts for military trucks, although parts for light
trucks eand vasscenger cars still heve @n inferior priority.

Similerly, the Committee found that even the small quentitice
of new trucke authorized for replacement purposes were not being menu-
facturcd becausc of the higher Wrioritics aseigncd to trucks for military
use. In 1941, 578,000 new trucks were requircd for renlecement nscds
alone. Only 7500 trucks woere to be menufeeturcd for civilian use during
the last half of 1943, snd only 19,218 during the firet helf of 1944,

¢spite these smell numbers and the gr-at nred for rveplenishment, the

the 7500 trucks for 1943 would not te completed until June, 1944 and thet
it was doubtful that the 19;218 trucks would bc cormpleted by the end of 1944.

At the same time, the Wer Department, for our hrmi- & nd tlhosc
of our allies, had requested the productioy of 742,000 trucks in 1944 in
eddition to the morc than 600,000 trucks cstimated to be produced in 1943
for military service and the additionsl hundrcds of thousands of military
trucks produced for us snd our allics in prior years.

Lend-lease rad requested over 52,000 trucks Qnd the Uffice of
Feonomie Warferc acked for 185,000. The Committee called attention to the
serious cituation with rospoet to trucks for our motor transport industry
and en MNovember 2, 1943 lni-lease r: guirenents were reduced by over 50%,
and the 0ffice of Iconomic Warfare by_ééj& the War Department by 3%,
&nd the 1944 truck oroduction for domestic use wWaeg increascd from 19,218

for the first six months to 81,000 for the entire year. Priority equel
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to military production was accorded to civilian trucks. This is an
improvement, Still production will nct be sufficient to furnish needed
replacements. The Cormittee does not want to take even the slightest
risk of impeding the progress of the war by insisting upon the reduction
of what right prove to be unnecessarily large requests by the Tar Depart—
ment for trucks. But the Comnittee has pointed out to the War Department
the great need for trucks in the demestic rmotor transport industry, which
is so essential to militery production. The Committee has requested that
the War Department, itself, subject its new truck program to the most
rigorous scrutiny. The Cormittee will also inquire as to the War Depart-—
ment's plans for improving the efficiency of utilization of the trucks it
has already acouired for non-—corbat purposes.

Also, trucks cannct run without tires, and the situation with
respect to heavy duty truck and bus tires is extremely critical. This is
due to the constantly increasing requests of the Var Department for new
trucks ‘and to the fact that we have nct yet learned how to make heavy duty
truck tires of synthetic rubber, whether rayon or cotton cord is used,
equal in performance to natural rubber truck tires. This presents an addi-
tional and formidable reason for the Cormittee's recommendation that the
War Department subject its estimates of truck requirements for 194/ to the
most rigorous scrutiny.

Similarly, the air lines are suffering from lack of equipment.
In I'ay 1942, the nilitary services acquired approximeately half of the
32/, planes then owned by the air lines. The air lines increased their
efficiency by operating planes over SHIT houré a day instead of eight and

carrying loads riore nearly approaching total capacity. These efficiencies



cnabled the eir lines in the year ending June 30, 1943, with only ebout
170 planes, to hendle &lmost &s many passcnger miles and a far greater
quantity of mail, exprces and excess baggage than they had handkgd in the
proecoding year with 384 plancs. The airlincs descrve greét eredit for
this megnificent acnicvem-nt. Lowever, additionsl air transportation is
nceded, and the Committee has rccommended to the Army end -&vy that

some of the plenes tekon from the air lines be returned to them as rapidly
&8 possible. TUp to Lecember 1, 1943 only 20 plenes bhad been returned to
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the air lines, six of which were replacements for destroyed plancs., Seven
additional plancs are now in the process of being returned. ilore should
be returncd as soon as it is possible to do so, c¢specially s neither the
War Department nor the Navy Department can show & record of using the
plancs allocated to them with ¢fficicney comparable to that of the zir
lines., Although this should not be thc sole or controlling factor, it is
vory importent and should be given most carcful consideration before
transport plance arc cesigncd to other uscs where the efficiency factgr
will be substentially less.

To sumrmerize, our transportation system requires ncw facilitics
and equipment, end it is cxtremely importent that action bc teken far
cnough in advence to insurc that the new facilitics end cquipment will be
aveilable whon they will be required. Substantial progress has been mede

in this dircction, cspecially during the last fow months, but further end

constant attention to tro problem is reguired.



