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Donald k. Nelson December 11, 1943
Chairman

Dear Senator Truman:

Thank you for your letter of December 2nd. enclosing
copy of your letter of the same date to Judge Patterson concerning
disposition of the Canol project.

As & consequence of your letters, a meeting was called
on December 9th by the Secretary of War and attended by the Secretary
of the Navy, Petroleum Administrator for War, Judge Patterson, Lr,
Vhitney, and myeelf., Also present were several military and navel
officers. At the meeting lr. Knox, Mr. Ickes, and I declared our-
selves as being opposed to the completion of the Canol project.

As is already known te you, the Var Production Board has,
from the time that it firet learned of this project, expressed its
ungualified opposition. This was done in the correspondence ex-
changed between the Chairman of our Facilities Board and the Var
Department, and later in a special report prepared for me by Mr.
¥hitney.

The recent hearings held by youwr Committee, in my opinion,
served to make it even more clear and apparent that the Canol
pro ject was i1l advised, And nothing that was said at the meeting
in M. Stimson's office has served to mitigate in any way my opposi-
tion to its continuance,

With respect to the probabls loes of the $77,000,000 in
the event it is decided to abandon the Canol projeet, I submit that
the emphssis should be placed on the §$30,000,000 yet remaining to
spent in order to complete this projeet. In my opinion this amount
money, expressed in terms of menpower, equipment, materials,
and transportation, camot be justified, Uoreover, this sum does
not fully reflect the total outlay, for sccording to my under-
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as a whole can be brought to successful operation on the dates now
scheduled and that in any event the cost of operation and mantenance
will prove unjustifiable, even in time of war,
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Sincerely yours,

(signed)

Donald ¥, Helson

The Honorable Harry 5. Truman
United States Senste

e¢c - The Honorable Henry .. Stimson



