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Dexter, laine
August 1, 19042

Use S¢ Senator Harry S. Trumen
Senate Office Bullding
Washington, D. C.

Dear Herry:

I am delighted that you and krs, Truman and Senator and
lirs, Kllgore expect to be with us for the gala launchl

at Portland snd Dath of elght ships. 5o far as I kuow 5
is unprecedented and very impressive plans are developing
for the affalr with a naticnwide hook-up on the Red Network
and also a short wave broadcast to Britain as some of the
ggi gago be launched are ones originally ordered by the

Tou and Senator Iilgore are each down for & brief address of
three t6 five minutes at the launching ceremonies. These
are out door with auplliflying srrangements snd I believe
yours will be at the so-called Todd Bath Yard which 1s the
older yard where the boats are bullt in basins by the new
system developed by Pete Newell and then launched lifting
the gates and letting Iin the water, while Senator Kilgore
will be at the Maritlso Cormlisslion yard adjoining. Governor
Sewall and I will perform similarly st Bath where two
destroyers are belng launched.

The plan now is for two apecial cars out of Washington., I
have reservatlons for you all including Hugh and General
Lowe at the Lastland Hotel for Sunday and Sunday night so
that will be your initlal addross. :

General Lowe is arranging for three cars for our service
during the week in the Inspection of pyards and alrports
along the coamst and In the Interlor of Kaine,.

ﬂunda%; Angust.l?th, we plan luncheon with the Uovernor and
lrs. Sewall at Blaine Iouse which 1s the executive residence
and & spot where I spent four very intereating years; golng
on then to Dexter where we will spend the night at our home,.
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Tuesday morning plasnes will take {O“ and Harley and nyself
to Presque Isle where 1s located the hopping off port for
all our transport shipments acroass the Horth Atlantic
although this 1s very little realized. General George

has been dolng an enormous business there and General Lowe
has advised him of our prospective visit., Tnis will glve
one some ldea of how we sre operating this liorth Atlantlc
ferry snd the amount of business that 1s being handled.

A regent visitor told me of seein§ 235 planes take off one
morning, although t1s seems difficult to credit.

I have personally seen, however, 150 planes In one flight
heading for England, Some of these go by Labrador, Creenland
and Ieceland,

The {light carries us over a verz interesting country and
lnto the heart of the great Potato Bmpire of northern Malne
where we ralse twenly per ceut of tho potatves of the entire
United 3tates In Aroostook County,

Ve return that nlght to liovsehead Lalke where we will be the
guests of Mr, Guy P, Gammott at his very confortable camp

on the shore for Tuesday and %edneadaignlghta. The ladles
meanwhile will proceed by automobile Greenville and moet
us there Tuesday afterncon for the trip up the lake and visit
Hr. Gamett's camp,

¥oosehead Lake 1s quite lmpressive as 1t is forty miles long
and twenty mlles wide and entirely surrounded by wooded
mountalins, Ve clalm 1t as the largest freshwater lake in
the country entirely within the borders of one state and the
fishing is very fine,

The lower end of this lake is the Junction point of Canadlan
and American raillroads and also the transit point for
Canadlan planes across the State of lalne from Montreal to

the larit Ifrovinces with a fine alrport recently developed,

Thuraday we go down to the Bangor alrport which is the most
northerly operaticn base in thia coun for the Army Aly
Corps and on th Bar Harbor where a patrol base 1a Just now
belng located for patrol work alonghthe coast, returning
thence along tho coast possibly with some Coast Guard boats
1{ General Lowe 1s able to nrran%a for 1%, spending as much
time as your plans will permit with a half day at the end
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for the‘Kittggz Nevy Yard at Xittery, Malne as you leave
thglatate. 8 yard 1s where submarines for the Havy are
bu tu :

I think this program will give you a very good idea of
defense activities in both our shipyards and sirports as
the shipyards are scattered along our coast bullding the
wooden boats and barges of which you have heard so much
Trom Senator Kilgore and myself,

lNone of our progrem will be formal in any way so that you
will not need to zive yourself sny concern about dress other
than to have something that will be comfortable in a Maine
sunmer which 18, I imagine, sbout like a Missouri winter.,

I thaws out in the day time here sc that we are comfortable
without an overcoat, but we always sleep under blankets.

The season 18 delightful now and we are looking forward to
givin% you all & little glimpse of Haine as well a&s a little
resplite coupled with a very good picture of our war effort
a8 the entire North Atlantle {fleet 1s now based on Fortland,

I am éending & copy of this letter to Jenator Kilgore for
his information as well,

I heve felt & 11ittle gullty at being absent In these busy
weeks but trust my absence wlll pay dividends in the week
or so you spend up here. '

Cordially yours,

Ralph O. Brewster, U.5.3.
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Miss Herndon,

These are the persons to whom Mrs, Kilgore
believes thank you notes should be maile

e

’Wf}\neral Miles (Mrs, Kilgore did/not know his
initials or add

'Guy P. Gannett
Kokad jo, Maine

2

g %W 32

Someone entertained the Senator at luncheon at

Bar Harboér, Maine, whose name Mrs, Kilgore did
not know,
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fugust 13, 1942
Sensator:

General Lowe called and stated
that he hed at 1:35 today recelved
this messace from Senator Brewster:

"Message received from washington
office. Suggest Senators plan on
approximately four minutes in order
to sllow time for Introduction and
applause since program is runnlng
on very close achedule."

RH/em
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MEMORANDUM

Prom office of Senator Brewster
Re: Shipbuilding Program in Maine

Time allotted for speech - 3= 5 min,

Day - Sunday e 'L‘:
e

Time - About 1;30 ﬁp‘-“"{

It 1s an American Shipyard building
ships for Great Britain.
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