I w0 attaching hereto eonfidentinl informstien
fron the Chief of the Bureau of Mins of the Nawy concorn~
ing Naval activities in the Oulf Area.

Pranic Howard of She Standaw 011 Company had
heard 1adlrectly that the Committee planned te bhe in the
Hew Urleans area sl 2tsted that he would very fmch like
to have an epportunity %o shov as the ftandard C4) Plant
at Baton Zouge, Mo stated that the nlent ie adout two hours
drive from New Orlesng, =nd that his Comvany would be gled
to fummlsh sutomodiles, The nlant facllitlies there include
2 ten-ton per day porbunum plant., FPerbunum 13 Bune-¥ mede
from butadlenns and acrylic-nitrila, ‘e Jaton Rouze plant
alao contalns a Vapor-Phage plant shich nroduces oi~ht tons
a day of Bmtadianne, and 40 tons a fay of ethylens, In s~
Aition, there 1z n dutadienne plant that praducas 18 tons a
day shieh 1s wall pleny towarde comrletion, and s Government
butsdienns plant to produce 41 tonz of hutadionrs a dmy wMoh
has Just sbout sterted. The perbumum nlant, althouzh produo-
ing Pune-N, eould De neod to preduce Bmma~-%, the pelywerima~
tion process belsp the same, and the 21 7erence deing that
styrens would de used instead of sorylic-mitrile. The tutyl
plants everate at low temmerature an! are cormletely @ fferent
from Bune=3 or Buna-¥ plants,

I told ¥r. Soward that I thousht that ven wonld
ire to see the plamts and that you protadly would prefer
do so on Nonday, leaving the hotel at around 2:70 in the
He asited 1f there was any objsetion to extending
invitation to you and through hia local officials $o ex~
sn invitation to Senator Tllender, and I %old him I
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thought there would be none, that you were Chaiyman of the
suboomi ¢ tee,

ay B8, 1942

Sanator Zllender has received an invitation to
nrovide the Committee with a yach$ for the purpose of tour-
ing the Now Orleans harbor and to inspest the shipyards
there. I told his secretary that it would have to be cleared
with you, but that 1t was possidle that you might be willing
50 do thal on Tuseday 4f you 414 not go to Camp Sheldy, I
miggest that the answer be made that 1t was possidle, and that
further gheck ghould de made with you and Senator leader
after you arrive in Hew Orleans.
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