— e e S G SR e e S S

,a’7f’”
TO:  MR. FULTON g 4/1‘4’:4

FROM: MR. ROBINSON / M
SUBJECT4 CAUSTIC SODA ?ﬂ"‘ frEos “‘M

As indiceted by correspondence, you have conducted some investiga-
tion at the request of Senator Kilgore regarding a surplus of caustic
soda, particulerly as it pertains to Mr. Stubblefield of the Belle Alkali
Compeny of Charleston, West Virginia.

For your informetion in evaluating Mr. Stubblefield's complaint,
reference is made to Minerel's Yearbook page 1396. From information con-
tained therein it would appear that sodium carbonate is used primarily
in the glass industry and secondly, is used to menufacture caustic soda.
In menufacturing caustic sode & lime sode process was used and the use of
this process decreased between 1939 and 1940, which decreese wes brought
about by an increased demsnd for chlorine. The chlorine was obtained by
the electrolysis of sodium chloride (salt), and in connection with this
production, caustic soda results as an G%éé%%?%ﬁé% by=product.

Reviewing past investigations conducted by the Committee it is
pointed out thet as en incident to the comstruction of ordnance plants it
was necessary to construct chlorine producing facilities. The chlorine
produced apparently being used in the menufacture of ézﬁasiﬂa—35§ie;t
in army bombs. It is elso pointed out that in the magnesium program
for chlorinizing megnesite, large chlorine producing facilities were nec-

essary and, although the chlorine is used over and over again, additional



_chlorine must be introduced into the feed to keep up the required strength.
There is also &n intention on the pert of magnesium menufacturers to market
the surplus supply of chlorine for other uses by .the War Department.

From the foregoing it would appear that the method of making caustic
soda hag been entirely revolutionized which has been further aggravated by
the increesing demand for Chlorine, both éf which factors have apparently
glutted the market with caustic soda. While Mr., Stubblefield's complaint
is undoubtedly wewarrented, my own opinion is that there has been no

direct effort on the pert of the government to build chlorine plants as
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such, and the prpduction of caustic soda has been an e incident.
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