e .
SR Y, Gyl o
L € S,

MEMORABRUEK

P01 COMMITTEE HRMBERE Gotober 15, 193

FROM: WR. FULTON

Commendar Kennedy desires that the Cormitiee be informed
that the Navy ie sbout to make the largest cut of the war, as far
as it is concerned, by cutting back the production of DE (Destrover
“seort) boats snd submarine chasers. These would include 110-foot
wood-chasers, 173=-foot steel chasers, 180-fool steel-chasers and
& large number of the DE's., The reason for the cut is that the
cot bined Chiefs of Staff have determined that by reason of changes
in the strategy snd progress of the war, it will not be necessary
to build more of these ships. At the same time, the Havy is trying
to inerease production for boats for amphibious operation such as
the LST and & new boat of similar design, which will take up rome
of the slack,

Commander Kennedy stated that he merely wanted the Com~
mittee to know these things on the assumption that the Committee
would understand sny euts of this kind for these reasons. He
stated that it might appear that individusl cases might be out
too much, in view of materials, or too little and that the Havy
will, from time to time, be faced with diffieult problems of
ad justment and would be willing to consider any complainte to
whatever extent the complaints had real merit. He pointed out that,

undoubtedly, some operators would feel that they were cut back teoo
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far as compared with other operators. He wae merely in
effect, anticipating complaints which obviously will be made,
At the present time, the Cosmittee has no complaints from

anyone on this score,



