WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

/ 24 Roveuber 1943
Honoreble Harry &. w
Hatl heie : J
fSenale Offlee Bulilding, ’
Washington, D.C.

Desr Genator Trunsns

At the Committee's hearings on Canol yesterdsy, I stated
that the Jolnt Chiefs of Biaff hed determined that the completion and
operation of the Cemol Project is necespery to the war effort. om
thinking the matter over, I concluded thet perhaps the Commitiee would
be interested in the menmer in which the project had come before the
Joint Chiefs of Etaff,

In Septeaber, the Joint Chiefs of Staff spproved the setting
up of » Jodnt Production Survey Committee, composed of Army snd Navy
regresentstives, to review various production end related progrums
with 2 vies to recommending to the Joint Chiefs of Staff the continue
stion, sbandonment or curteiiing of respective projects in the light
of changing militsery needs, The Joint Production Survey bmmittee is
sn sgency of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. One of the projects which the
Committee reviewed was Canol. The Ysr Departaent had no part in the
inception of the review, the recomeendstions of the Committee or the con-
clusiong of the Joint Chiefe of Steff.

The Comnitiee held hesrings et which warious witnesses testle-
fied. I believe thet representstives of Fetrolewm Administration for
Wsr, smong others, expressed their views and opinions st these hearings.

ifter the hesrings were coneluded, the Jolnt Production Durvey
Comuittee reported thet the completion snd operation of the Canol project
is necessary to the wsr effort and recomsended that the preject be oo
pleted sod opersted ss soon a8 practicsble end that considerstion be
given to explorstion end development for a full recovery of the predicted
reserves in the Hormen field, On October 26, 1943, the Joint Chiefs
of Dtalfl spproved the report and recompendations of the Comnitiee.

I shell sporeciste 1t 1f you will meke this letter s part of

the Camol recerd., I sm sending s copy of this letter to esch of the
other members of the Coamitiee.

Eincerely yours,

WOBERT P, PATTERSON,
Under Secretary of War.



