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��ashingtan, LE. 8.

Bear Sir :

we have been advised by ens A1 Izake , presently msi�ag at  River,
California, that he is be appear befere a Senate Gemm.t;.t.ee cf trmerh you are
charm am Semwr éhrley E. Kilgare and ether smamzes these macs we do �
mt. mm are makers. �e mas:-at fmm Al Lake&#39;s lettar  he is W
appear befare ycm far tha {Base 01&#39; gang taesti  as  the deplarahle
labor eezxéitiona in the Part-ilmd area smpyazds, bath new constmctien and
ship repair work. A

This A3. Lake ms the author at the artialo which appeared in the Feb:-zzary, 1945,T
issue of the , �mriean , an page 143 thereof, Rentitled �shipmrkara in
the EartmI&#39;es�§�. Ea have  advised by A1 Lake that in his testimy befam
  was M intends ta dismzas   mtter:s dia«cua   this
article. � A

Gar abjwtive in  you is hm-foldD: RF11-a*t., tmt. yea my    13:,
and what his  has beam in mm �rtland, wegcn, area. Sw9,, thm. ts
&#39;£�rad.es camcil tegether with employers in this arm engagm in new am.
and sp repair mark be privilegeé to mks  ta any atatamnta
may make befara ymzr eaamttea. A

For your infemmsicm, we enclase) a cepy cf 3 letter sent. ta John E. Fray,    g
M.� the itetal Trades rtmams of the American Fodemt-ien cf Laber, A 3� J. 3.
hretmr of Al Lake,  5.v;i.&m}. who is #99 appear befera year  ttua. :3
letter frm J. H. Lake will gve you some izxdiwtion af um  that
givm to any statmmzta made by A1 Lake. ma sbatemmta with reapeet m A  A
 gaablim, failmre ta woéz-k,L am  of 2
inmsbigatian will éisclesoa If shatmnts  by A1 Lake was tma,
vreuld have  issibla far ti*�.a arm �so have    at
ing am ship repair mark which has been mintaineel dune the
Q%.1�g@.§yo A

We dmire ta call your attention mat mintaaly to the faet tint Al  was A
publicity director for the  Engine 2; iéachina �cvrksg after  3   s  as   A
an elnetrician am an electricians� farm-2:. fhia is  mllest  =
Pcrtlaznd arm . &  cer tain had :19 aypertmaity  Pjndge canditimas  A
He claims to have access ta this infermatiaa thwugh talks with ether  .� 1
in these yams, whiah, cf aeurse, muld  ra�iaat  f    ,   R
rah strikes as as being very pw�u15.ar is that, if �them ¢anéitai6é�§*  R   we�
in the  cf the Album ?:m:�rm 5: �achine         A
he did net. gm publicity ta thew tiainga  ha was publicity   *  this



mm 2. am 2.  26, 1945

yaré. If his  as J be  ha  M give this pzmliaity  tn the
M ms $1-iara, than am  say that he ms 239%. imneat, mt

sdmam  my mark, {  net.  we intamats er the war affferrb, wmn it
was hit mm�es� may as   aitism ta misc tlmso mtmra mblie, ma
 he has ;1iai.%ty é�rmwr,   it me ms éfaty �ha  the  as
 the a:m&it5; s pravailing in %ma

am:-gen name  31 ink: in  article
��g  this is net  tiw p «L .23� 91&#39; tm investi-

��u u@1y �y with raszaeet tug
T   �th   ta

        .  =    ,
     "s déé     was t   war
um gm  af  la: mime, an    are: $9 am-

.. ~ } V      we W  alas: as the

%   ma.  appear :13 3,    Tradcs Eeumil
    5  be

appcamnee as� in  #4 e1:aaAm!!ra am waumrhis ��ah my N mde  Al

Wkry  ymm,



s£�Wsst Virginia, and Janna H3 �sad, shtirnan sf tbs sass

GGPI IHTERHATIGEAL BROTHEEHOOD SF ELECTRIGAL sssxsas 
     
     509 Laser Tsspls

Portland 4, Orsgsn

�srsh 16, 1945

Jam 3. �ay, Sretsry
Metal Tradss Csuncil,
 BO Co

Dear Sir sud srsbhsr:

� I hsvu Just rssd.in tbs paper that Al Lake she ussd ts be
publicity éirsstcr fsr ths Albina Marina &.Eng1ns Gsnpany; is gsing to Whshingtsn,
B. 0,, to ssssarsbefsrs a sonata sssuttoe ssmpsssd sf Bsnatsrn slay M. Gilgsrs

ittss. as is sxpsetsd ts
leave fsr wsshingtsn nut snake

Far ysur inzsrmstian, bsfsrs tbs usr Lake has a job as as
s1ss£r1ca1&#39;writsr. lhny&#39;ysars age hs hsd.1sarnsd part sf tbs elsstrisal trade,
ass bsesuss he dis have sass knsnisdge sf tbs trad: I plaed h1m.to work as an
olsstrisian jssrneymnn.as the Albina yards. Inside sf s ysar ha «as mass gsnsral
fsrsmss sf ths graveyard shift. Tbs largest srsw he svsr had was fear jsurneysss.
,Fslls~ ~; this hs wads aplisstisn ts Mr. Hanna, president at tbs Albina Karina
Wsrks, to write 3 magazine fsr the yard. as was very suseeasful, but bosass
ambitions to msks more msnsy3 etc. At tbs tims the natal Tradns ané Ship Gnssrs
held a ssnfarsnse at Sun Frsnsiscs, he gut tism eff to gs ts Galifbrsis. My
nndsrstssdisg is that ha went by sutsnsbils, and any isfsrmstisn that hs pum is
ths&#39;isrsury about drinking, sts., ssst have bssn taken £r0m.ssms sthsr isdivisssl
the wsnt by train, or 1t�wss purs1y&#39;maks~be1isve on his part.

Inasmuch as I prsssslly made it possible far h1m.ts gst a
start in �rsgon and knowing the kind of urk the Unions ass doing hers, I fsel
very ressntful at th fact that ha would attest ts write an article of this kind.
Isa and I know that Portland lsads the entire natisn in tbs building af ships. 1%
in was that we do have some that leaf on tbs job at set with the csnssm of the
Uhisns. This lsafisg is miner, ans it is as diffsrsnt, in my spinisn, than in any
othr large war inénstry.

I shsght this ought ts be sailed ts ysur&#39;attsntisn bssasss I
feel sasfidsnt that one or the rsasoss that my brother, Al Lake, trots this article
was because sf the fact thst e was turnsd aswn by tbs bai1srmsksrs&#39; srganisatios
as a rsprsssntstive. Es saessd to fssl that he has ssmsthisg to do with tbs slestisn
of their prsasnt business agent, and because hs was nat admitted ts sssbsrship sr to
3 dirsssor of tbs papsr twat tbs Bsilsrssksrs usre publishing, he is, in my spinss,
resentful.

I hspe ysu will hear further tram A1 Eird, Sasrstsry of tks
��stsl Trades Council, ans thsir ssmbsrs, bu� I thsught I ought ts writs you is sass
shay dié.nsb feel it necessary to is as.



Emith River, Galif.,
Hatch 6; 1945

Green and Lendye,
1003 Corbett Building,
?ertlend, Oregen.

Gentlemen:

I&#39;m.eriting this up in the weeée, ené hope it will get eat temerrew. �Weather is bee
here. and there my be a day er twe delay. Heweversj   i

I talked ta Henpewer effieials in Washington by telephone yesterday, and fine that
the inveetigetien ea te Leber eenditieme in the Portland arse has been unaer way for
same deye. Ceneequently, the publicity ef a libel suit wouldn&#39;t help epen �hinga up
fer that purpese. It came: te lets.

Please uderetend that I have nothing but the friendliest feelings fer the Portland
area Leber effieiele. I think they are making a mistake te bring things inte the
light. I den&#39;t knewrehieh of thee reteinee yen, but there are several ef them.whe
weuld far better keep things qeiet......there&#39;e smell: in them.hil1s.

Everything I wrote in the ertiele is true. I attended the eenrerenee in question
(Hy article was witten in eerly Deeemher er late Kevember) as a Press representative.
The press beye knee in edvenee that nothing weuld be gained by that particular wage
eenferenee. �We knew befere it happened that delegates tram the ether eido were

,geing ta walk eat on the eenferenee. Thie eonferenee wee e eemplete bust free
Leber�e angle.

A libel suit eeema to be a bed meve en the part ef Lever. The article was submitted
to Al Bird,i�eta1 Trade Council bean, BEFORE it was mailed to Ameriean.Mereury.
Bird made no fereel pretest, nor did he deny anything in the article. ee11 he eeié
to me was that �the oftener I read the article the medder I get.

Other Leber leaders eaw&#39;the article in advance. They made no pretest nor denial ef
any part of it.     ~

I mentioned ne names in the erticle in qeeetien out ef eeneideratien fer the boys
at the head ef the Labor Kevement. Eewever, in an article scheduled fer publieetien
in e natienel magazine (as the editor aaye: �At the psychological memeet�); I
really go to town on Labor eenditiens here ea to leefing and whistle jumging, ene«
excessive menpewer, and I NAME EAMES. i 1

I suggest that if the bays went to sue fer libel they wait fer that ertiele.e It
sizzles, and it ie just one ef six ethere eeheduled fer release between new and
July first. i

If the Leber lads went te play bell I�m.wil1ing ta let �hem.heve eepiee of these
manuscripts befere yublieetien. Ae with the first artiele �Ship Workers in the
Eerthmeet�, it will give ehem.a ehenee te cever up a little. They sure eie a let
ef feet werk in the yeres between the time gird get my&#39;NB and the thee it appeared
in the �merieen Mercury. e

.Heet writers do not permit anyene to sue articles in advance of publieetien, That
I de it is beeeeee I bend ever backward trying to be fair.

COPY



The article as it ap§earaa was mi1d.....I have a cammittoo at 51 uhipyard bosses
in all yards whe keep mm ia tench with evary thing that 566: an. This eammittao,
all hang awnera and man and waman with vans in tha Serviee, is eager tetoll the
wvrld what it knew: about war work in the Pert1and4Vancouver area.

. I might add that I hnva talegrams and letters fram scores cf wnrkars, union affieiala,
managamant hands, Kan�awnr Camminnian affieiala, and plain citizens camplimenting

%m9 an that article, and begging for mere.

It might alsa be interesting ta knéw&#39;that that article was the final blow in the
defaat of tha wark er jail bill. Lab@� nhauld thank me for that.

Sooner or later the lid ngt blaw off the manpawvr situation in Pertland and
v1einity..a...I mnan, really blaw eff. 11% might be just as well to have it com»
 V8.  Quito o tr 0 0 at 0 CI danshb

(   x % ,

I*m willing ta de the right thing at a;1:thmes. If, the boys can shew ma where
they aeoampliaheé ANYTHIEG at the wags s�aferanob in queatian, I&#39;ll be glad to
retraet.T But they didn&#39;t. I know» I wuk there. &#39;

Sineeraly,

A1 Laka (signad)

Exeuse peer typing, plensa. Wind blawing, lantérn flickering.
A. L.
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