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There will be a hearing at Room 324 of the Sknate Office Building
um:op_o-m, Tuesday morning, June 29, with respect to aireraft. The
wuﬁmmammmwmmu&-
series of questions on behalf of the Committee. mmm.mm
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cases, related to maiters which were secret and which the Army would be
willing to tell to the Committee but not desirous of putting down in writing
and sending in s memorandum.

The Army has been requested to have an officer available who would
be sble to tell the Comaittee the location and numbers - in the least general
terms ~ of the various plenes which are actually at fighting fronts. The
purpose of this is to ascertain, generally, the proportion of planes which are
at fronts as cospared with the proportion of planes which have been manufactured,
or otherwise referred to publicly as being available., It is the understanding
of the Committee thst many of such planes are at modification centers and
other places and sre not actually being used, and in many cases, are not capable
of use. In the spring of this year, there were approximately 12,000 army
combat planes in this country in eomparison to about 6,000 on all fronts, 4O%
to 60% of which were serviceable.

The Committee also asked that an Army officer be available, not
necessarily Tuesday but, if not Tuesday, Wednesday, who could testify with
respsct to the nmumber of planes which the Amy has made available to private
lines or will mske available to private lines in the near future. The thought
behind this is thet approximately 100 planes were taken over from the private
airlines, to their great detriment, and that there has been some suggestion
that the Army le sbout ready to try to start a competing air service within the
United States. The Committee has asked that the officer alse be prepared to state
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the number of hours on the average and the mamber of miles which the irmy
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has operated the plsnes which it has taken over.
ﬁ-thmmehhahhhMumM
and the mwbers of such eraft that are to be bullt.

The Committee has further asked the Army to dissuss the B-29 and B-33
planes and the difficulties which explain the fact that there have been very
mach greater delays in bringing thes into production than had originally been
mticipated. It is the Committee's understanding, from other sources, that
the engine was an experimental engine which has not been built in large numbers
because of great difficulties in overcoming various problems that have been
encountered, particularly, ignition.and earburetion. The Chrysler Corporation
built a large plant at Chicago which has six or eight thousand wen in it and
which is ready to go but unsble to operate becmuse the engine has net yet been
wupm.wmmmoxmmmmmmrmuy
detarained, ﬁmmmmuumumunmmm
and supercharged cabin theories which have caused many complications. In
short, there seems to be a considerable suspitcion that the Arwy in an attempt
to make a perfect plane has lost the definite certainty of being able to make
a mch better plane than the existing B~17 and B-24 planes. Improved planes
of that charscter could have been made by switching to the R 2800 emgine
which is used in the Republic P-§7 and in other planes, and with which it
would have been possible to obtain & much longer renge and carrying power
in both the B-2L and the B~17. Ye may have lost an intermediate plsne of
great value by an attempt to reach perfection toc soon.

The Committee has also indicated that it will want to know the
situation with respect to the training of pilots and other members of the
crew for the purpose of determining whether that or the production of planes
is a limiting factor and whether that has resulted in an &nability
to use to a maximum all the planes that have already been produced.



TIPE AND MODEL TUTAL BO, ON PRODUCTION PRODUCTYION LATESY APHIL 1943 PRGYCTION COEENTS
8L CRIGIRALLY BEGUN HAZ TR SCHEIULE A5 IR APRIL
FROGRAM ECHEDULED 10
JLCIN

HEAVY DONBER 4 TRCINT LONG RARGE

Hosing B=29 50 The B=29 {» a2 greatly ene

Bell, itlanta 42 septenber 1943 s=-  Segtesberioet e — larged suceessor of the
Foptreae designed to have

Boelng, Renton 440 sugust 1943 === _tereh 1944 = smeme . ¥ange of 6000 or move
nilee snd & maximum bomb

Soeing, vichite 949 June 1948 s Jesmrrites 20 ] load st short distance of
over 10 tons., It has had

Fisher Body, Cleveland 281 Septenbey 1947 v Decanber 1944 —— a—— dovelopsent difficulties
and is substastially bee
%
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Consolidated Be32, Ft. forth 315 April 1943 corsenon Jamary 1944 e R it Consolideated desige
gisilar to He29 in pere
fommance =nd beset with
same troudtles, The only
one delivered crushed.

Horthrop Be35 This is the big flying

Kartig, Daltimore 200 Febryary 1944 s L Seene wing designed by Northrop
Little is known of itas

Nexthrop, Hawthorne 54 June 1944 D supposad characteristiecs
but Army is extremely
JBopeful,

HEAVY BOMBER 4 ENGINE

Boeing B=17 (Fortress) : 2790

Boeing, Seattle 6,439 Is produetiom In production Octoler 1943 1%0 1%0

since early since early

~A241 1341
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Consclidated, San Diego 5,807 In production In profuction 240 156 162
sinee early since early Oetober 1943
A28 -1 N
Ford, ¥illow Run 7,359 Nay 1942 septenberl 942 405 s 9%
Decenber 1945
Horth American, Dallas 1,311 February 1943 Bot by April 7w 4 mescmis

Sctober 1943




TIPE AND HCDEL TOTAL N0, ONE PROCUCTION PRODUCTION LATEST APHIL 1543 PRODUCTION COMMENTS
ay ORIGIFALLY HECUR HAX MR SCHEDULE a8 IN APRIL
PROGRAM SCHEDULED 70 PRODUCTICR SHB=UP IN
PEGIN SCHEDULE SEPTIMEER 1942

120 Y]

140 144 *.fter the contract wes
originally set up, the
progren was aceelerated
to bring proiuction at
an esrlier, a2s well as,

115 0 has Mguuired pretty
general reputation for
being dangerous., It has

ngh performence both in speed
und in load carrying eupae
city end, according to
most i3 an exgepte
fonall plane in the
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In sddition %o the production as shomm in the preceding pages, the following production of nonegcmbat type is under

Army directiom: Froduction - Lpril 1943
Sehedule as Set Up
in September 1942 Produetion in Appil
Type Humber of Models  Number off/S-L Progwes ALl Models AL) Modsls

Heavy Transport - Four & 1489 24
Engine
Heavy Transport - Two i 2104 63
Ingine
Hediun Transport - Two é 125828 288
ingine
Tight Transport - Two 2 46829 58
~ "ngine
Light Transport - (ne 3 15
Ingine
In addition to the foregoeing, there are 60,573 traimers of all types ca the progrem; the majority of which are wunder
Amny oontract and supervisicn.
EXPERIMENTAL CONTRACTS
The Army has the following experimental comtracts owtstanding:

Heavy Bomber - 4 engine liediun Bomber -~ 2 engine Light Bonber - 2 engine Dive Bamber
Consolideted 13358 : Hoech X/.=38
Fighter - 2 engine Fighber - 1 engine Fighter - 1 eagine (comt,)
Lockheed XP-49 Curtiss XP=48 Vhultee XP=04
lockheod (F=33 Curtiss XP=55 Horthigp (P36
HeDomnell XP-67 Curtiss XF-82 Bell P-59
Curtiss P71 In additiom Curtiss Bell XP=77
has been glven & large Aepublie (F=£9

of the P-80, which in
reality is an experi-
mantal plan.



