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However, most of the witnesses
agreed with Senator Mon. C. Wall-
(D-Wash.) that the ships
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he approved the
the Liberty ship building program
in favor of the construction of the
Victory class of merchant ships
which are larger and have both
riveted and welded plates.

Testimony showed that the Lib-
erty vessels cracked at their weld-
ed seams. But—paradoxically—
the shipping men said they be-
lieved the vessels were stronger
and better ships after their eracks
had been repaired than before.
The witnesses also agreed that the
cracks usually appeared when the
vessels were in ballast or lightly
an when carrying
heavy cargos.

Yesterday's hearing was con-
ducted by a sub-committee of the
Senate's War Investigation Com-
mittee, headed by Senator Harry
S. Truman (D-Mo.). Truman is a
member of the subcommittee which
is headed by Wallgren. Senator
Harry M. Kilgore (D-W. Va.) was
the third member of the commit-
tee.

The committee adjourned after a
single session here. Other hear-
ings will be held in cities on both
the Bast and West Coasts. Among
the witnesses yesterday were John
Lyle Wilson, assistant chief sur-
veyor of the American Bureau of
Shipping; George H. Hoeft, Ameri-
can South African Lines; G. F.
United States Lines, and
; War Shipping Ad-
ministration.




